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Talks on Sinai multi-national force 

Jerusalem pleased at 
Reagan rebuff to 
Europe peace moves 

By Wolf Blitzer in Washington; and Robert Rosenberg 


Israeli officials huvc expressed' 
satisfaction at U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan's refusal to support 
the European peace initiative in the 
Middle East, which calls for the in- 
volvement of the Pulestine Libera- 
tion Organisation in the negotia- 
tions. Reagan made his stand clear 
when he met in Washington last 
week with British prime minister 
Margaret Thatcher mid her foreign 
minister. Lord Carrington. 

Earlier Iasi week, the French 
Foreign Minister. Jean Fmncois- 
Poncci, was similarly rebuffed 
during his talks with Secretary of 
Stale Alexander Haig at the Slate 
Department Haig Is Tn eWi i|,.- 
Middle bast next month. 

In a television interview in the 


The Saudi planes deal. 
What Israel thinks about 
America’s trade-off idea, 
page 2 . 

U S last week. Mrs. Thatcher said 
Israel's right to live "behind secure 
borders” had to be coupled with the 
Palestinians' "right to determine 
their own future." 

She justified as “absolutely fair" 
last year's Venice declaration by the 
European allies, which called for 
•'association" by the Palestine 
Liberation Organization with any 
final settlement. Given the PLO‘s 
influence among Palestinians, she 
explained, it was “very realistic” to 
believe that any settlement 
“wouldn’t hold up" without the 
PLO's involvement, (see page 8). 

Haig, for his part, told reporters 
that the U.S. and the European 
“partners" had "in the broad sense" 
similar objectives, although he 
cautioned against their placing any 
“obstacles" along the peace 
process. 

Like the Reagan administration, 
Thatcher believes that very little 
progress is possible in advance of 
the Israeli elections on June 30. "I 


don't anticipate any great move- 
ment forward until after the elec- 
tions," she said. 

Meanwhile talks huvc been going 
on between representatives of the 
U.S.. Egypt and Israel about the 
creation of a multi-mnionul force to 
police Sinai after Israel's 
withdrawal next year. 

Prime Minister Mcnuhcm Begin 
emphasized last week that a U.S. 
failure l» organize the nuilli- 
na tii i mi I force could delay Israel's 
scheduled withdrawal from the 
Sinai in April 19X2, under the pence 
treaty with Egypt. 

Former president Jimmy Carter 
ni.ule the > , nnirnii nn'iit l" 

organize (he SiiraT t TWitrt iJii nJcttcr 
added to the Camp David accords. 

Israel last week told Washington 
that it envisions a force "much 
larger than 2nd or JlJn men." 

Foreign Ministry Director- 
General David Rime he. during 
meetings in Jerusalem, with U.S. 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State 
Michael Sterner, expressed con- 
fidence that a force will be in place 
by April 19X2. 

Sterner — who Inter flew to Cairo 
— seemed confident ihm the force 
could be established in lime for the 
withdrawal. But he refrained from 
unequivocally telling Isrucl that the 
U.S. would lake unilateral respon- 
sibility for policing Sinai. 

Both Sterner and Kimche said, 
during a press conference at the 
Foreign Ministry on Friday that 
ended two days of preliminary talks 
on the force, that any country par- 
ticipating in the force would 
“inherently" be expressing support 
for the Middle East peace process. 

Despite Egyptian President 
Anwar Sudut’s reported requests 
ihm the European Community olTer 
troops to serve in the planned force. 
Sterner insisted that "nobody has 1 
yet been approached in an official 
manner." 

Western diplomatic sources said 
that despite the exploratory nature 
of the talks, Egyptian-lsraeli dif- 

(('nniinuei un pugr 2) 
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Despite fairly cold weather in Jerusalem, this almond tree suggests rliul spring cannot be far 
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Dayan discloses details of secret 
meetings with Hussein and Hassan 


Shamir due to meet with IPope 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
Vatican and Israeli officials have - 
been meeting to lay (lie groundwork 
for an audience of foreign minister 
Yitzhak Shamir with Pope John 
Paul II this week. 

Shamir, who hus been in Latin / 
America alter a visit to the U.S.. \y f , 
expected to invite the pope.^ri) - 
Israel. 


The meeting viill be the First of an 
. Israeli minister snee the late prime 
minister Golda Meir was granted 
an uudience at. the Vatican with 
Pope Paul V| in 1973. 

The sources I said that it was 
reasonable to 4 sunic that Shamir 
'would invite the Pope to Isruel. It 
.w-uuld be (he first Pupal visit since 
Pope Paul VI loiired the HolyLund 
in l%4. 


By MARK SEGAL 
Post Political Correspondent 

Former Foreign minister Moshe 
Dayan met with Jordan's King Hus- 
sein as recently as August 1977, and 
came away convinced that the 
monarch would never agree to 
peace with Israel based on partition 
of the West Bank. 

The Jordanian ruler said that he 
would "not give an inch" in 
Jerusalem — including Mt. Scopus. 
This was revealed in a published ex- 
cerpt from Dayan’s memoir of the 
peace process, Shall You Always 
Live by the Sword? 

Three excerpts appeared last 
week in the Hebrew newspaper 
Yediol Aharonof: Dayan's meeting in 
London with Hussein, his talks in 
Morocco with King Hassan which 
led to President Anwar Sadat's visit 
to Jerusalem, and his justification of 
why he had abandoned the Labour 
Party for Menahem Begin govern- 
ment. 

Reporting on his secret en- 
counter with King Hussein in 
London in 1977, the former foreign 
minister dwelt on the monarch's 
refusal to contemplate Israeli reten- 
tion of any land beyond the 1967 ar- 
mistice lines. "He would not give an 
inch in Jerusalem, including Mount 
Scopus. However, he was amenable 
to Israelis enjoying a kind of 
autonomy in the Hebrew University 
campus and Hadnssah Hospital on 
the Mount, but Jordan must regain 
sovereignly over all the areas con- 
quered by Israel in the Six Day 
War." 


Hussein rejected a peace agree- 
ment based on the partition of the 
West Bank, because "it would mean 
that he (Hussein) would thus agree 
to annexation of part of it by Israel. 
As an Arab monarch he could not 
agree to even one Arab village be- 
ing detached from its brethren and 
becoming Israeli. Any agreement 
on his part to partition would be in- 
terpreted as treason. 

The king "did not contradict" 
Dayan’s arguments that a PLO-run 
Palestinian stale would undermine 
the Hashemite monarchy, but he 
was not ready to cooperate with 
Israel on the PLO issue. His UN 
ambassador would say exactly what 
other Arab envoys would declare, 
and Jordan's official position on the 
Palestinians and the West Bank 
would be (he same as the rest of the 
Arab stales. 

Dayan wrote that he met Hussein 
in London on Monday, August 22, 
1977, arriving via Paris because of 
an El Al plane breakdown. He 
described how he had eluded his 
Scotland Yard bodyguards by dodg- 
ing through the backdoor of a 
private home he had driven to from 
the airport. The venue of the 
meeting with the Jordanian king 
was in the home of people active on 


behalf of black Africans. 

He found Hussein withdrawn and 
depressed. Dayan wondered, "was 
Hussein still the king or only a 
shadow ruler? At any rate, on our 
subject he showed no eagerness at 
all." 

To Dayan's surprise. Hussein 
asked to see him the following after- 
noon, when he reiterated that his 
main interest was in the East Bank. 
However, he also said: "Most Jor- 
danians are Palestinians with close 
family, economic and sentimental 
links with the West Bank, and 
should they turn to him, he would 
respond, but he would not force 
himself upon them." 

In his detailed description of his 
first secret visit to Morocco in 
.September 1977. Dayan noted that it 
was the first actual encounter 
between King Hassan and an of- 
ficial Israeli representative, follow- 
ing previous contacts between both 
governments. He had come at 
Begin's behest to request King Hus- 
san to help Israel establish direct 
contact with Egypt in order to 
achieve peace. 

The ex-foreign minister related 
the clandestine route he had taken 
to reach Morocco, leaving the 
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Firmer stand on Saudi deal urged 


Sharp disagreement among 
ministers was reported from this 
week's cabinet meeting over the 
position the government should 
take in response to the U.S. plan to 
upgrade the offensive capacity of 
the F-15 warplanes it is supplying to 
Saudi Arabia. 

Agriculture Minister Ariel 
Sharon demanded that the govern- 
ment take a clearcut stand opposing 
the sale, and mount an all-out cam- 
paign against it in the U.S. Congress 
and among the American public. 

He also described as interference 
in the internal affairs of Israel the 
fact that the Reagan Administration 
has not invited Prime Minister 
Begin to Washington because of the 
forthcoming Israeli elections. 

Energy Minister Yitzhak Moda'i 
said thofthe government's refusal to 
come out firmly against the 
Washington-Riyadh arms deal 
would be interpreted as Israeli ac- 
ceptance of the idea. 

But other cabinet members dis- 
agreed. Interior Minister Yosef 
Burg said Saudi Arabia could buy 
the arms she wants, from other 
countries, such as the-Spviqt Union,., 
if the Americans refused to -.sell , 
them to her. 

Deputy Defence Minister 
Mordechai Zipori said the 
American-Saudi deal was part of 
America's overall strategy to 
strengthen its allies in the Middle 
East. 

Prime Minister Begin, Burg and 
Justice Minister Moshe Nissim dis- 
agreed with Sharon about 
Washington's “meddling" in Israel's 
internal affairs by not asking Begin 
to visit Washington at this time. 
Wolf Blitzer reports from 
Washington: • 

Israel and its supporters on 
Capitol Hill are clearls not satisfied 
bj the Reagan administration's in- 
itial proposal that the planned U.S. 


upgrading of Suudi Arabia’s F-15 
[Ighicrs be accompanied by 15 ad- 
ditional F-l 5s Tor Israel and $600 
million in military loans. 

Israel is pressing for outright 
financial grants, rather than loans, 
because of its already massive 
repayment debt to the U-S. 

The administration began discus- 
sions last week (behind closed 
doors) with key members of the 
House Foreign Affairs and Senate 
Foreign Relations Committees, on 
its intention to provide the Saudis 
with advanced fuel tanks, bomb 
racks, aerial refuelling tankers and 
air-to-uir missiles for the F-l 5s 1 
scheduled to arrive in Saudi Arabia 
early next year. 

According to reliable sources, the 
administration was proposing that 
the $600m. in additional loans to 
Israel be spread out in the 1983 
and 1984 fiscal years — $300m. 
more in each year than Israel 
“normally" receives. 

During an open session earlier in 
the day with the House foreign af- 
fairs subcommittee on Europe and 
i he - -Middle East, the Slate Depart-; 
ment ' presented ' its recommendations • 
for the 1 982 fiscal year aid program- 
me for Israel. 

The Reagan administration, 
despite across-the-board cuts in 
almost all other areas on the federal 
budget, has agreed to retain the full 
S2.2b. economic and military aid 
level recommended for Israel by the 
administration of former president 
Jimmy Carter. 

Of that total sum. 51.4b. is slated 
for military purposes (SSOOm. as an 
outright gram, the remaining $900m. 
in loans) and - roughly S800m. fin’ 
economic grants. 

Israeli officials, concerned that 
the enhanced Saudi F-l 5s would 
pose new danger to Israel, have 


been arguing that the U.S. should 
maintain its commitment to balance 
the Arab-Israeli arms race. 

Both Washington and Jerusalem 
are anxious to avoid an all-out clash 
over the Saudi deal. Israel, aware of 
the initial administration proposals 
for “compensation," is hoping that 
additional grant assistance will be 
forthcoming. 

At the closed-door meetings last 
week senior Stale Department of- 
ficials said the first category of 
weapons for Saudia. including some 
600 Sidewinder air-to-air missiles 
and extra fuel tanks had already 
won the administration's stamp of 
approval. Formal notification to 
Congress is expected soon. 

The second category, including 
KC-135 aerial refuelling tankers and 
AWACs early warning radar air- 
craft, is likely to be approved short- 
ly thereafter. 

The third and most controversial 
category, consisting of extra bomb 
racks for the F-l 5s, still requires 
more “study,” the officials noted, 
although committee members- 
emerged from the session wityi the 
distinct impression that even the;e 
i.t.ems would .evcn.lu'aljy be 
authorized. 

Administration officals have 
hinted to Congress that they would 
not strongly oppose a separate con- 
gressional initiative to improve the 
terms of the loans for Israel, thereby 
placing the political responsibility 
for increasing the budget outlays 
directly on Capitol Hill. 

Officials made it clear that the 
administration was not pressing the 
Saudis for any quid pro quo in ex- 
change for the “add-on" equip- 
ment. Clearly, the Reagan ad- 
ministration. like its , predecessor, 
' does' not want ' io ‘ risk upsetting 
Riyadh, w h i c h . Jl os— i rvfa-r nved 
Washington that the sale represen- 
ted a “litmus test" of the U.S.-Saudi 
special relationship. 


REAGAN’S REBUFF TO EUROPE PLAN 


iConilfiKd from pap l> 

Terences have surfaced regarding 
the size and composition of the 
force. 

Israel has in mind a force of 4,000 
men. capable of doing the specific 
tasks assigned to it and representing 
a psychological deterrent, the 
sources said. 

But Egypt would prefer a much 
smaller force. 

As to composition, Egypt would 
welcome the participation of 
African states but Israel wants to 
exclude those African countries 
that broke off diplomatic relations 
with it. the sources said. 

OllicuiU in Jerusalem do not ex- 
pect any dramatic new impetus to 


the negoiaiions on Palestine 
autonomy to emerge from the Haig 
visit in view of the US. decision “to 
place the Middle East problem on 
the back-burner." Haig, however, 
will explore the possibility of resolv- 
ing some of the differences between 
Israel and Egypt and getting the 
deadlocked talks going again. 

The Haig visit to Isruel and Egypt 
— as well as Saudi Arabia. Jordan 
and possibly other countries — was 
designed largely as a substitute for 
invitations to either Sadat or Begin 
to go to Washington. U.S. officials 
have acknowledged. It was earlier 
expected that such visits would take 
place before the Israel elections on 
June 30. 



Agriculture Minister Ariel Sharon 
shows the view to Premier Menahem 
Begin from the settlement of Eilon 
Mofeh. during Begin 's tour of the 
West Bank last week. Behind Sharon 
is Aluf (Maj.-Gen.) Moshe- Levy, 
O/C Central Command. 

Since the Begin government came to 


power in May 1977 the Jewish 
population of the WeSTBarik has In- 
creased from 5,0U0 in 30 settlement! 
to 18,500 in 85 towns and villages."! 
have no doubt this place belongs to 
you, your children and your children'! 
children," Begin snid at one of the 
slops. 
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Senior administration officials are 
keenly aware of the impact a Begin 
visii to Washington might have on 
domestic Israeli politics. They are 
anxious to avoid any appeurance of 
improper interference in the Israeli 
election campaign, but they are 
even more fearful of taking steps 
which might actually bolster Begin'* 
stunding in Israel. 

Most Reagan administration of- 
ficials seem convinced that the 
Labour Alignment will emerge the 
winner. 

i X Background report b\ VYalfBlltier bon page 
H.i 
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gSKEZi: Woman killed on 
army firing range 

By DAVID RICHARDSON 
0 Jerusalem Post Reporter 

• ifii I A 28-vear-oId Bcduin woman, 
Enima Abu Lagima, was shot dead 
fl on Thursday apparently by IDF 
* soldiers, who were evicting Beduin 

| tribesmen from the Ramat Horn 
^ - area south of Bcershcba. 

-^^fllHnrry-spokcsmaircoiiffrmrf 

.. fiSrwtl • ■ .™ that l he woman had been shot, but 

afael Elian, who on would only say that the incident was 
nfirmed by Uic Cabinet being investigated. 

:ar as chlef-of-staff of The same sources said that Abu 
cfence Forces. Gen. Lagima was shot while travelling in 
as appointed chief-of- a Peugeot pick-up truck and that 
978, succeeding Lieut.- she was holding an infant in her 
ml Gur. arms at the time. She is reported to 

be the mother of six children. 

isky exchange? The soldiers were apparently cal- 
r , . . . _ . . led in to evict members of the El 

ork rabbi, Ronald a zazinu tribe who inhabit the area 
as denied arranging tin ant j according to 

prisoners in which reports, have repeatedly entered At 
af Zion Anatoly urcal i lc iDFlmselosedanduscifor 
would be released and firi excreiscs . 
mgralc lo Israel while According to the woman’s bus- 
i Kozlov an alleged bjmd Iym | A bu Garun. 39. he f 
pjured in South Afr.cu , |n o|Tk . tff (tr( | L -r a soldier to f«e 

aid be freed. llirce shots in front of his pick-up 

firming that he travels m , ck Qnc of the shots apparent 
ica often on business, killed his wlfe . 


Lieut, -Gen. Rafael Eltan, who on 
Sunday was confirmed by Uie Cabinet 
for another year as chlef-of-staff or 
the Israel Defence Forces. Gen. 
Eltan, 52, was appointed chlef-of- 
staff in April 1978, succeeding Lleut.- 
Gen. Mordechai Gur. 

Shcharansky exchange? 

A New York rabbi, Ronald 
Greenwald, has denied arranging tin 
exchange-of-prisoners in which 
Prisoner of Zion Anatoly 
Shcharansky would be released and 
allowed lo emigrate lo Israel while 
Major Alexei Kozlov, an alleged 
Soviet spy captured in South Africa 
last year, would be freed. 

While confirming that he travels 
to South Africa often on business, 
the American clergyman said he 
could not understand how the 
report, carried by the Johannesburg 
Sunday Times, last weekend, hud 
originated. 

(The rabbi, who admitted being 
active in the movement to free Jews 
from Soviet prisons, said he was the 
representative of Botswana in the 
U.S.) 
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Irrigation devices sold to East Europe 


By SHLOMO MAOZ 
Post Economic Reporter 
Irrigation equipment manufac- 
tured by Kibbutz Hatzerim has been 
exported to a number of East Euro- 
pean countries for a number of 
years. In one or these countries, 
which does not h'ave diplomatic ties 


by Netafim, a kibbutz enterprise, 1 
products also reach Arab country 
via merchants on the West Ban*' 
An East European country w* 
already imported $3 million i wjjj 
of Netafim's drip-method and 
types of irrigation equipn ,en ‘ 
Columbus said. _ . ... 


uocs not nave diplomatic ties has 

with Israel, 10 irrigation specialists Dunn « the P“ l y« ar ‘ N ® its 
of this Negev kibbutz have been giv- " ex P orte d S5,5in. worth 
ing technical assistance. Hatzerim's Products to 47 oounin 


secretary Dun Columbus, told the 
press last week: 


Domestically, the company nas j" 
only lS66m. worth of K f 
because of the economic crisl* 1 *® 


The equipment is manufactured has affected agriculture 
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Link with fundamentalist Moslem group alleged 

Israel Arabs held in terror round-up 


By YORAM BAR and 
SARAH HONIG 
LOD. — The trial has begun in the 
military court here of dozens of 
Israeli Arabs arrested over the past 
few weeks Jh.one of the biggest and • 
most discreetly ^conducted round- 
ups of terror sdspeels: in the courts 
try's history,. • 

All those arrested are Israeli 
citizens and residents of the 
so-called “Triangle" villages along 
the pre-1967 armistice line with Jor- 
dan, in central Israel. 

Four persons have already been 
sentenced to prison terms of up to 
18 months for belonging lo hostile 
organizations. 

Police said that apart from the 
suspects who are allegedly members 
of terrorist organizations, several 
belong also to what purported to be 
a fundamentalist Moslem group. 
Police believe this was a “front" 
designed to attract support from 
among conservative religious ele- 
ments in the villages. — 

Some of those arrested .are 
believed lo have contacts with 
criminal elements — both Jewish 
and Arab — in Jaffa. It was 
reported that they had links with 
members of the Jaffa car-bombing 
gang, now facing charges of killing 
eight persons in the past year. 

The suspects are being charged 
with carrying out acts of terror, or 
with attempted sabotage 
throughout the country. 

Quantities or weapons and ex- 
plosives have been captured — in- 
cluding some of IDF origin. The 
Military Police are investigating the 
possibility that these were Stolen by 
spldie.rs.and, sold tp the .suspect?. _ . 

Police and security forces kept a 
tight veil of secrecy over their in- 
vestigations during the past few 
weeks. Bui as the number of arrests 
grew, fear and anxiety began lo 
spread in the Triangle villages. 

Village leaders met with Israeli 
authorities, expressing their shock 
over the hostile activity in their vil- 
lages. 

Some of the suspects are charged 
with recruiting for the Fatah 
organization. 

Under the Emergency Defence 
Regulations, which provide the 
basis for the charges in military 
court, these charges can carry sen- 
tences up to life imprisonment. 

Lawyers for the suspects have 
filed urgent applications to the High 
Court of Justice in an attempt to 
have the trials transferred to civilian 
courts, on grounds that the suspects 
are Israeli citizens and their alleged 
crimes took place inside Israel. The 
attorneys note that civilian courts 
are independent, while the military 
justice system is subordinate to the 
IDF high command. They are 
demanding that the trials be held In 
open court. 

Senior legal sources said last 
week that the defendants are being 
brought to trial in military court 
because the one charge common to 
them all is membership in an illegal 
and seditious organization. The 
regular criminal code contains no 
suitable provisions for this offence, 
the sources explained, so use is be- 
ing made of the Emergency 
Defence Regulations, which call for 
trial in military court. 

The suspects are residents of 
Umm el-Fahm, Baka al Gharbiya, 
Kalansuwa, and Kafr Kasim. They 
were arrested during the past two 
months in small groups. Only 10 / 
days ago, when t he last two suspect 
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Binyamtn Gur-Arye... “religious 
slogans exploited . " 

wmMw^ - r - ■ 




Shnha Ehrlich. . . ' 'not a representative 
group.” 


‘mgr Vir* 

Pit V 


A union Linn... “clearly part of a PLO 

fifth fWmun. " 

were vbroughfTa ine>f aH t w fl 8 fc 
decided io ask the courts — which 
had forbidden publication of the 
arrests — to release details to the 
press. 

Most of the suspects are aged 25 
to 30. 

Almost all of the suspects have 
long, thick beards and many of 
them belong to well-known Arab 
families and are university 
educated. Several have been con- 
victed of criminal offences in the 
past’ 

Police began to deal with the af- 
fair two months ago when a large 
store of ammunition including hand 
grenades, various machineguns, 
revolvers and explosives was dis- 
covered in one Triangle village. All 
the weapons were of IDF manufac- 
ture, and police believe that they 
were stolen from army camps. 

Many traditional and religious 
leaders were said to have en- 
couraged the growih of young 
believers' circles. But they have ex- 
pressed shock at the allegations of 
hostile activity behind the facade of 
religious renewal. 

Kafr Kasim local council 
chairman Abd al-Rahim Issa stres- 
sed his opposition to “any subver- 
sive activity against the state. We 
shall continue t6 be loyal to Israel," 
he said. Baka sl-Gharbiya council 
head Abd al-Lptif Mawasi noted 
that "the Koran forbids violence, 
and if these peqple really meant to 
take violent action against Israeli 
citizens we utterly reject their 
deeds." 

Discussing the arrests, Israeli of- 
ficials said' Iasi week that the un- 
derground celb represent only a 
small minority! although widescale 
armed subversion by -Israeli Arabs in 
the near future; is a possibility. 

Deputy Prime Minister Simha 
Ehrlich, while maintaining that the 


suspects are not a representative 
group, did not negate the 
seriousness of the matter. He 
pointed out that the suspects are 
young persons Born after the es- 
tablishment of tlie state and were 
-educated in Israeli schools. 

Ehrlich, who is responsible for 
Arab affairs in the cabineL, expres- 
sed the hope that the arrests of the 
suspects is not a precedent. He said 
that only after the suspects are tried 
and found guilty would it be possi- 
ble for the authorities to draw 
correct conclusions. 

During a visit last week lo the 
village of Majd el-Kurum, the 
deputy prime minister said that the 
majority of Israeli Arabs arc loyal to 
the state. 

He told village dignitaries that 
the government will continue its 
policy to ensure full rights or Israeli 
Arabs and will do its best to develop 1 
their villages. 

The prime minister's adviser on 
Arab affairs, Binyamln Gur-Arye, 
told reporters that the alleged 
terrorist organizations attempted to 
hit the country's security under the 
guise of religious slogans. 

Officials with day-to-day working 
experience in the Arab sector said 
the possible future armed subver- 
sion might not necessarily be 
religiously motivated or led by con- 
servative fundamentalist Moslem 
groupings. 

They agreed that the religious 
angle should not be overstressed, 
and that the real danger lies m in- 
creasing Palestine Liberation 
Organization activity in Israel 
propc r and nut in rcligluu s 
militancy. ..... 

However, these experts failed to 
agree upon the extent or nature of 
the terrorist organizations. Thus 
MK Am non Linn of La'am, former- 
ly in charge of the Labour Party 
Arab section, viewed the religious 
cells in the Triangle villages “very 
seriously. These may well be only 
the tip of the iceberg and are clearly 
pan of a PLO fifth column. I am not 
convinced that all those arrested are 
necessarily as devout as would meet 
the eye. No doubt some are 
religious and some have found their 
way, back to the conservative 
Moslem framework." 

Linn noted that ever since the 
Yom Kippur War, "the extremist 
elements within the Israeli Arab 
population have grown increasingly 
stronger and are intoxicated with 
the belief that the Israeli star is wan- 
ing, while Arab power is so much on 
the ascent that it is only a matter of 
Lime before the Jewish stale is 
wiped out." 

He said the extremist groups “are 
motivated by the feeling that the 
countdown for Israel's destruction 
would begin on the day the whole of 
Sinai is evacuated." 

Shinui MK Shmuel Toledano, a 
one-time adviser on Arab affairs to 
the prime minister, said that the 
groups uncovered, “though quite 
large are in no way typical. This is a 
unique blend of religious, terrorist 
and criminal elements. 1 would be 
very much surprised if many more 
religiously-oriented terrorist groups 
are caught in the future inside 
Israel. But we should not be sur- 
prised if in the future we find 
oursleves facing many more cells of 
nalionalislically-motivated Israeli 
Arabs, who have grouped for pur- 
poses of terror and sabotage," 
Toledano said. 

. (Visit to Umm cl-Fahn, page 11). 



ULPAN AKIVA OFFERS 
HEBREW COURSES 
In Comfortable Hotel Surroundings 

(3 meals a day, air conditioned rooms, tennis courts, swimming pmili 

FOR STUDENTS, ADULTS AND FOR FAMILIES 
WITH CHILDREN 
( 1 2 years and older) 

4-7 study hours of Hebrew 15-7 levels) of Arabic daily, social and 
cultural activities, trips and lours. 

COURSES OPENING; April 28. 1981 July28. 1981 

May 26. 1981 September 1 3. 1981 

July 1. 1981 October 11. 1981 

1. HEBREW FOR TOURISTS 

2. HEBREW FOR NEW IMMIGRANTS AND 
TEMPORARY RESIDENTS 

3. HEBREW FOR HEBREW SPEAKERS 

(Designed for those with a solid knowledge of Hebrew, who- 
need general improvement of their Hebrew knowledge). 
Highly recommended for Rabbis, Hebrew teachers and 
others. 

4. ISRAEL -AM ERIC A SUMMER COURSE 

5. SPOKEN ARABIC FOR BEGINNERS (For Hebrew speakers) 

Hebrew and Arabic- courses are of special interest to stu- 
dents of. Semitic Languages, Linguistics, Judaism, Near 
Eastern Studies and Theology. 

Our brochures are available at most branches of the Israel Government 
Tourist Office. 


To: Ulpan Aklva. P.O.B. 256, 42102 

Neianya. Israel 
(Tel. 0B3:-!»231Z-3 j 
O r: Department of Kducntion and 

Culture. World Zionist Organiza- 
tion, 515 Park Avo. New York. 
N.Y. 10022. U.S.A. (Tot. 212 
752-0000 ext. 3B5 01 _ 

Please send me your detailed brochure 
and application forms: 

Name 

Address 
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PASSOVER 

Rabbi Aaron Gelman and Universal Kosher Tours ! 
present the Diplomat Hotel Hollywood. Florida 

lor this year's celebration. 

The originators of innovative Passover travel programs 
invite you to join them for a truly distinctive Passover 

at one of the world's finest resorts 

Complete Holiday Program 
p.rpc'ih.in double isrrupaiiiA From $899* to $1099* 1 

4 day plan . April 17-20 - from $499* 

exclusive separate kitchen and dining room 
, under strict orthodox supervision of Rabbi Tibor Stern 

; Universal Kosher Tours, Inc. 

254 West 31st Street New York. N.Y. 10001 
212-757-6302 

^ouiofN.Y call toll free 800-223-0560 
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TQVIA8IER— REAL ESTATE 

VIUu. Flats, Plots, tiauies, Shops 
8 Keren Kayemet St., Jenimlem 
Tel. 0MS9784, Ot.flttMl 
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JERUSALEM APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

JemsalBm. Ramat E&hkol. 3 bedroom 
furnished apartment for rent. 2 baths, 
telephone, air condinoder. central 
heeling, available August 1 . 1981 
Cell U.S.A. (212) 264-8801. 
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Tax cut on some items, 
other prices to rise 


frot cojp) king 

iuswu cabua Swift 
F*lOK> >*j Ot«MC&0 F 


/ r Tvir5owARtift' 

WtfpAWb 

bifikliFi^b i 
STACWjAfcft I 

mKtdumaJ. 


Sports 

Scots dash Israel soccer hopes 


By SHLOMO MAOZ 
Post Economic Reporter 

Finance Minister Yoram Aridor 
will this week continue his an- 
nounced economic policy with a 
further series of price reductions 
and rises, aimed at soaking up more 
money from the public. 

The most dramatic move will be 
the total abolition of the purchase 
tax on sports equipment and toys, 
which today come to about 15 per 
cent. The purchase tax of about 30 
per cent on the following products 
will be reduced by half; soaps, soft 
drinks, shoes, musical instruments, 
radios, tape-recorders, toothpaste, 
chocolate, games, records, cameras, 
tape-cassettes and photographic 
film. 

Taxes will also be reduced on a 
number of products which arc taxed 
at a higher rale, such us knitting imd 
sewing machines and irons. 

Parallel to the above reductions, 
the possibility is also being discus- 
sed or raising the prices of products 
controlled by the government, 
which arc today subsidized at rates 
of 50-70 per cent. 


Aridor intends to raise the price 
of frozen beef this week, and ap- 
parently that of frozen chicken, 
public transportation, fuel, cooking 
oil and bread. The Finance Ministry 
will also be forced to approve the 
price rise in taxi fares that was 
delayed last week. 

The purpose of both the reduc- 
tions and the rises, according to. 
Aridor. is to absorb money from the 
public. Raising the prices of basic 
commodities is designed to reduce 
the flow of money to the public, 
while reducing the rates on highly 
taxed products is intended to en- 
courage the buying of such items, 
thus soaking up public money in the 
form of taxes and foreign currency. 

What might really upset the 
public's expectations about prices is 
the continuing devaluation of the 
shekel. In February the shekel 
devalued 7.3 per cent against the 
U.S. dollar. 

This devaluation makes Imported 
goods more expensive, in spite or 
the reductions Finance Minister 
Aridor has announced. 
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Israel mum on ‘Mig 25 downing’ 


Post Military Reporter 

Militury .sources last week would 
neither confirm nor deny a report in 
/l riation Week magazine (hat an 
Israeli F-15 the week before last 
downed a Syrian Mig-25 in a 
dogfight cast of Beirut. 

•‘The range, speed and altitude of 
the interception of the Syrian 
fighter make full verification impos- 
sible." was all the sources were will- 
ing to say. 

The magazine's one-paragraph 
news item reported that the MiG-25 
— known by its NATO code-name 
us Fox bat — was shot down by an 
F- 1 5 interceptor escorting an Israeli 
Phantom engaged in a reconnais- 


< Continued from page on*) 

Cabinet meeting on Sunday, 
September 4, 1977, for a military 
airfield. En route, after Abu Ghpsh, 
he switched to a big, closed station 
wagon where he was disguised. 
“They put u large mop of beatnik- 
style hair on my head, pasted on a 
huge moustache, and added huge 
dark glasses." 

He flew to paris in an Israeli air- 
craft, and there they changed to a 
Moroccan plane. They landed in 
Fez and continued by car to a resort 
in the Atlas Mountains where the 
king had a summer palace. 

When the king asked him how 
peace could be achieved, Dayan 
delivered a long discourse, dwelling 
on the approach of each group of 
Arabs fncing Israel. Dayan's 
prognosis was that Syrian President 
Hafez Assad's innate radicalism 


sancc flight over Southern 
Lebanon. 

If the report is true, this is the first 
lime anywhere that a MiG-25 has 
been shot down. The Foxbat has 
been in service with ihe Syrian air 
force since late 1979. 

It was reported at the time that 
the Syrian plane was downed by an 
air-to-air missile and that the planes 
were some distance apart at the 
lime of the dogfight. 

If this was the case, then it is 
believed that the missile used may 
have been a radar-guided Sparrow, 
which has a greater range than the 
heat-seeking Sidewinder or the 
Shafrir. All three missiles can be fit- 
ted onto the F-15. 
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Schools normal 

Pupils from kindergarten through 
teachers' colleges resumed normal 
studies on Thursday of last week 
ufler teachers' organizations 
decided to halt their sanctions 
against the Ministry of Education 
and Culture. Government-union 
negotiations continue this week. 
Last week teachers reduced the 
number of school hours as a protest 
against what they charge is the 
government's fajlure to implement 
the report of a commission which 
proposed pay rises of 30 to 60 per 
cent. 

Meanwhile, classes at Israel's un- 
iversities were virtually suspended 
last week as lecturers began a par- 
tial strike. They are demanding that 
a committee be set up to review the 
erosion or their pay by inflation. 

Not affected by the industrial ac- 
tion is laboratory work as well as 
cvaminulions and individual in- 
struction given to research students- 

Self-defence for elderly 

TEL AVIV — Some 50 volunteers 
and scores of police have launch- 
ed u project to help Tel Aviy’s. 
elderly residents protect themselves 
against robbery and violence at 
home and on the street. 

The policemen, policewomen and 
volunteers will be stationed at some 
60 post office branches throughout 
the city to distribute pamphlets and 
advice to the elderly citizens pick- 
ing up their pension funds. 


TEL AVIV. — A first-time sizzler of 
a shot into the roof of the net by 
Kenny Dalgleish in the 54th minute 
gave Scotland a 1-0 victory over 
Israel in a World Cup soccer 
qualifying game before 40,000 at 
Ramat Gan Stadium last. week. 

The defeat put an end to Israel's 
hopes of reaching the World Cup 
finals in Spain next year. 

Israel had the edge especially in 
the' first half, and were first on the 
ball nearly every time. 

Israel's coach Jack Mansell said 
after Lhc game he was delighted 
with the performance of his team. 
He said the Scots were top-class 
professional footballers “who never 
made a mistake." 


In all, Israel missed five great 
scoring chances. Scotland, for their 
pnrt, pul away their sole chance at 
goal. 

About 1,500 Scottish fans flew to 
Israel for the game nnd a brief holi- 
day. 

Groups of Scots astonished 
Tel Avivinns by taking to the streets 
wearing their traditional kilts. The 
visitors, waving the national flag of 
Scotland nnd on one occasion play- 
ing bagpipes, crowded into Tel 
Aviv’s bars and cafes and sang Scot- 
tish ballads on the streets. 

"The weather here is wonderful," 
one Scot commented. 

The Scots had nothing but praise 
for Israel and said they found the 
people helpful and 'warm. 


Maccabi netmen lose in Holland 


By PAUL KOHN 
Post Sports Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Dutch basketball 
champions Den Bosch last week 
defeated an off -form Tel Aviv Mac- 
cabi, 97-80, in Holland to halt Mac- 
cabi's march to the European Cup 
finals. 

An outstanding game in both 
defence and attack by Earl Williams 


MR 




Rakefet BlnyamM. who has non ihe Israel 
ievhr-18 tennis events In Klryat Shmona out 
Jerusalem. Is set for a "hat trick" In the 
Junior Winter Circuit contest belnfi played 
at Ramat Hasharon. 


DAYAN’S SECRET MEETINGS 


prevented him from ever making 
peace with the Jewish state. He 
feared that it would be impossible to 
reach an accommodation at one 
and the same lime with all Arab 
stales, hence the vicious circle 
around Israel. Dayan's solution was 
to achieve an agreement with some 
of the Arab states, perhaps at first 
not publicly, without exchanging 
ambassadors, and to try and 
gradually settle problems until for- 
mal peace relations would emerge. 

The king also suggested that the 
U.S. might play a role in peace 
process. But for Dayan the main 
thing was his promise to try and ar- 
range a meeting with an Egyptian 
representative. 

Dayan expressed his willingness 


We bemoan the loss of a dear friend and extend 
our heartfelt sympathies and condolences to 

Mrs. Eata Cohen, Son, Daughter and Families, 
Johannesburg S.A. 

on the sudden untimely death of their beloved husband and 

father 


MEYER COHEN 


Atizn, Melr, Dvori, Alon 


for a meeting at the highest level, 
perhaps with Sadat’s deputy, Hosni 
Mubarak, or with Sadat himself. 
Israel would be represented either 
by the premier or himself. The king 
promised a reply within five days. 

Back home, Dayan received the 
reply from Morocco on September 
9 that the Egyptians had agreed to 
the talks. It was proposed that a 
meeting take place either between 
the premier and Sadat or between 
Dayan and Mubarak as soon as pos- 
sible. Dayan considered whether it 
was not preferable to start at a 
lower level, lest an unsuccessful 
summit ruin the entire matter. On 
the other hand it might be belter to 
start at the top where decisions 
could be taken — finally he 
proposed a summit meeting 
between Begin and Sadat. 

In the third section, Dayan 
justifies his decision to leave Labour 
and join the Begin cabinet, claiming 
that the "three days during which I 
weighed the offer were the most 
troubled days of my life.” Dayan 
admits that he had secretly 
negotiated with Begin to join the 
Likud list before the elections, but 
this did not work out because Begin 
did not accept his conditions. 

Duyun recalled "the heavy at- 
mosphere at home" during the days 
he considered Begin’s offer. His 


wife feared that "din and mire 
would be cast at me,” with bereaved 
parents of the soldiers who fell in 
the Yom Kippur War renewing their 
protest demonstrations against him. 
Moreover "my abandoning (he 
party which had elected me to the 
Knesset and joining the adversary 
camp would bring the final split 
with my remaining comrades in 
Labour.... If l don't resign from the 
Knesset and don't return my man- 
date to Labour, they will accuse me 
not only of dishonesty but of 
betrayal...." 

However, he prepared to face 
these attacks, brushing off charges 
of unscrupulousness and lack of 
political morality, because "I saw 
that Israel was entering a special 
period with Sadat’s readiness to 
make peace, when Israel's perma- 
nent borders might be determined." 

In Paris, the editor of the 
French weekly L'Express, Ives’ 
Cuau, repons in this week’s issue- 
that Jordan’s King Hussein flew to 
northern Tel Aviv five years ago for 
secret talks with 'then premjgr 
Yizhak Rabin, defence minister" 
Shimon Peres and Foreign minister 
Yigal Alien. 

The story appears in a long piece 
by Cuau on the Middle East, follow- 
ing his recent visit to Israel and 
Egypt. The story 'mentions tfce 


was not enough to compensate for 
the amazing weakness of Maccabi's 
regular top-scorers Mickey 
Berkuwilz, Lou Silver, Aulcie Perry 
and Motti Arouesti. 

Maccabi will now have to beat 
Bosna Sarajevo of Yugoslavia in Tel 
Aviv this week to be sure of a place 
in the European Cup final in 
Strasbourg on March 26. 

Off to the U.S. 

By JACK LEON 

Four of the Israel Tennis Centres 
leading younger players and ex- 
ecutive director Inn Froman have 
left for the U.S. to raise funds for 
the ITC. 

The four, who are accompanied 
hy cawh Nlr Hnvlv, are giving ex- 
hibition matches in New York, Palm 
BcaCh and Las Vegas. 

They then move to the Palm Spr- 
ings Tennis Club, where the ITC's 
fifth annual general meeting will be 
held. Participating in the March 8- 
15 gathering there will be several 
hundred delegates from the U.S.. 
Canada, South Africa, Britain and 
Western Europe. 


secret Defence Ministry hostel 
which accommodates visiting VIPs. 

The L'Express Israel correspon- 
dent, Hczi Carmel, insisted that 
that the story of Hussein's visit had 
been circulating among newsmen 
lor some years. He termed as coin- 
cidental its appearance in print the 
same week ns Moahc Dayan's 
revelation of his meeting with the 
Jordaniun monarch in 1977. 

In Cairo, the weekly magazine 
October said on Saturday that 
Dayan will visit Egypt this month 
for a dialogue with some Egyptian 
politicians. 

Dayan will arrive March 9, It aaidi 
in the first visit since he resigned w 
foreign minister in October 1979. 

The magazine said he will come 
at the invitation of its editorial 
board which organized a similar 
dialogue last year with Israeli 
Labour Party leaders led by Shimon 
Peres. 

Dayan is expected to see Presi- 
dent Amnwar Sadat, October said. 

Sinai settlers block roads 

Hundreds of Sinai settlers 
protesting the government’s refusal 
' to increase their compensation for 
quilting the area demonstrated on 
Sunday by blocking roads and call- 
ing a general strike in Sharm e- 
Sheikh. 

The settlers are to leave their 
homes within 13 months. 
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Passport officials told to halt 
harassing of black tourists 


By MARK SEGAL and 
ROBERT ROSENBERG 
The Prime Minister’s Office 
lust week issued a top priority order 
to prevent the recurrence of harass- 
ment of incoming black visitors to 
the country by border control of- 
ficials at Ben-Gurion airport. 

This was prompted by an incident 
on February 2) in which Michael 
Hooks, a black member of a delega- 
tion of young politicians from the 
U.S., was allegedly mistreated at the 
airport. Hooks is a Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, city councillor. 

Airport officials said that they 
thought he may have belonged to 
the Black Hebrew sect, whose 
members have in the past entered 
the country on tourist visss with the 
intention of settling permanently. 

Members of the delegation raised 
the matter last week at n meeting 
at the Prime Minister's Office 
Premier Menuhem Begin, on hear- 
ing of the incident, walked over to 
Hooks, embraced him, and" 
apologized "on behalf of the 
government and the people of 


Israel." 

Hooks said he regarded the mat- 
ter as closed. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said that ministry officials were 
meeting with airport officials to 
stress that black visitors deserve 
"dignified treatment" at the airport. 

Earlier this year a delegation of 
black Americans, here to study the 
Black Hebrew situation, appealed 
to the government to change 
procedures for processing arriving 
blacks, which they said often “ap- 
peared" racist. 

Yehudil Huebner, deputy direc- 
tor general or Ihe Interior Min- 
istry; said that there are plans 
to improve conditions for persons 
pulled out of line at ihe airport for 
special questioning about their in- 
tentions. 

"A priori, we must assume that a 
black currying un American pas- 
sport is trying to join the Black 
Hebrews," she said, and 
emphasized that “at leusi 600 
limes we huve been deceived by 
incoming blacks joining the sect." 


New work law for the religious 


By ARVEH RUBINSTEIN 

Orthodox Jews seeking employ- 
ment may not be disqualified 
because they will not work on the 
Subbath, and observant Jews 
already employed cannot be com- 
pelled to work on the Sabbath, un- 
der a law that passed its second and 
third readings in the Knesset last 
week. 

The law. an amendment to the 
Hours of Work and Rest Luw, was 
initialed by Yehuda Bcn-Meir 
(National Religious Party). The law 
applies to members of all religions 
and llicir respective day of rest. 

No count was luken on the vote 
because the coalition had a dear 
majority. Except for Tehiya, all the 
opposition parties voted against. 

The bill underwent some basic 


changes in the Labour and Social 
Affairs Committee. 

The original version did not men- 
tion the word "religious' 1 or "obser- 
vant" Jew. And the worker who 
refused to work on the Sabbath did 
not have to define himself as a 
“Sabbath observer." 

Excepted front the law’s provi- 
sions arc plants or institutions in- 
volve* 1 in public security or any type 
ul work connccUd mail the safety, 
health, or security of the public . 

But the committee added three 
more exceptions: work connected 
with accommodating guests in ft 
hotel, electricity production and 
supply, maintenance of vital ser- 
vices or supplies, us laid down by 
the competent ministerial commit- 
tee. 


ISRAEL 
SUMMER PROGRAMS 

THE MOST IMPORTANT SUMMER 
OF YOUR LIFE 


Our creative co-ed ucatfonal programs are designed to meet 
the needs ot different age groups, from 13 to 22. The 
programs Include guided tours throughout Israel, sports 
swimming, hiking, folk dancing, social activities and 
conversational Hebrew. 


TEENAGE CAMP TEENAGE TOUR 

includes a slay at Ihe ultra modem Kfar Sliver Educational Campus 
LEADERSHIP TRAINING COURSE SUMMER IN MOSHAV 



MACCABIAH YOUTH FESTIVAL 

An International Sports Encampment 


All the above proupt will attend the Itth NitajjtijWM. 
Our programs provide supervision by qualified professional stall, 
kosher food, and medical facilities 
For tree color brochures and inloimalion. call or wnle. 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 
Israel Summer Youth Programs, Z0A House, 

4 East 34th St.. New York, N.Y. 10016 (212) 481-15(0 


TV"U\> ITTl 

Beginner, Intermediate & Advanced Classes 
4 Hours per Week for 15 Weeks 
Weekday Mornings, Evenings & Sundays 
FEATURING EXPERT TEACHERS, HEBREW CLUB 
ISRAELI PROGRAMS & SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 

Call or write for Schedule & Fees 

ULPAN CENTER 

SIS Park Ave. (60th St.) Now York, N.Y. 10022 Tel. (212) PL2-0600 

Sponsored By WORLD ZIONIST ORGANIZATION 


.ULPAN" CENTER. 



The smokescreen behind this tank is produced by a device invented by the IDF Ordnance Corps, 
which emits a mass of smoke from the tank’s exhaust pipe. nor piioau 


Inflation is 
main worry 

By MARK SEGAL 

TEL AVIV. — Inflation is the most 
pressing problem for Isruclis, with 
defence coming next, but much 
lower down on the sente of impor- 
tance. This emerges from The 
Jerusalem Posts "Mood of the 
Nutiqn'* poll conducted ul the 
beginning of February by the 
Modi'in Ezrahi Applied Research 
Centre. Of the 1.273 adults 
questioned, one-third said their 
standard of living hud declined in 
the past year. Nearly 60 per cent 
hail little hope it would improve if 
Labour cumc to power. A similur 
majority doubted whether Labour 
had the panacea for raging inflation. 
Q. Please slate which problem fac- 
ing the country bothers ybu most: 
Economy/inflation — 58.8 per cent. 
Defence — 7.9. Social gap — 7.5, 
Social moralily/quality of life — 3.9, 
Emigration — 3.6. Lack of 
leadership/govern men l not func- 
tioning properly — 2.6. Peace 
process — 2.1, Foreign policy and 
information IHasbara) — 1.9, Hous- 
ing — 1.4, Undecided — 8.6. 


Privacy protection law is 
passed by big majority 


By ARYEH RUBINSTEIN 
Post Knesset Reporter 
By a vote of 27-2, the Knesset lust 
week passed into luw the protection 
of privacy bill. The two nays were 
cast hy the Democratic Front for 
Peace and Equality. 

Law Committee chairman David 
Glass said that the law strikes a 
delicate balance between a new- 
spaper's right to publish nnd the in- 
dividual's right to privacy. 

The committee added a new 
chapter to the government hill 
which deals with the unlawful use of 
computerized data. The basis for 
this chapter was the recommenda- 
tions «>f the public committee ap- 
pointed by' formef justice minister 
Shmiicl Taniif and headed by Glass. 

“Invasion of privacy" is defined 
as spying on a person’s activities, 
publishing the photograph of 
someone in public in circumstances 
that could be degrading to him. 
reproducing the contents of a letter 
without permission of the sender or 
recipient, and unauthorized use of a 
person’s name, picture or voice for 


commercial purposes. 

When Tainir presented the bill 
for its- Hrst reading lust June, he an- 
nounced that he hud accepted a 
good many changes proposed by the 
newspaper editors. The committee 
heard additional comments by the 
editors and hy the Bur Association, 
which supported the bill. 

The law distinguishes between 
the publication of details of a 
pcrson.s’s life where such publica- 
tion i» nf no special public interest . 
.mil special circumstances in which 
publication is in the public interest. 

The House last week, without op- 
position. adopted u minority 
amendment by Moshe Shah.il and 
Mo>he' Aniitr (Alignment) further 
extending the acceptable defences 
for invading a person's privacy. 

As n result. Section U (2»(b) now 
reads: “It will be a good defence 
that the invasion of privacy was 
done in circumstances in which the 
person who committed the act had 
the legal, moral, social, or profes- 
sional obligation to do so." 
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HOME NEWS 


State witness wavers at minister’s trial 



By DAVID LANDAU 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

In testimony against Religious 
Affairs Minister Aharon 
Abuhatzeira and three other defen- 
dants in the bribery trial proceeding 
in Jerusalem District Court, State's 
Witness Yisrael Gottlieb said last 
week that he had kept some of the 
money he had previously alleged 
was given to Abuhatzeira. The next 
day, however, Gottlieb withdrew 
this admission. The money was al- 
legedly given to Gottlieb for 
transfer to Abuhatzeira as a 
kickback from some institutions 
receiving grants from the Religious 
M inistry. 

Abuhatzeira, along with Amr&m 
Korach, Moshe Gabbai and Shmuel 
Daskel, have been charged with in- 
volvement in the kickbacks. 

At the beginning of last week the 
High Court rejected an application 
by Abuhatzcira's lawyers that it 
order the Knesset House Commit- 
tee to delay its hearings on lifting 
Abuhatzcira's immunity to enable 
him to face a second set of charges, 
these - connected with the period 
during which he served as mayor of 
Ramie. 

A three-justice bench held that 
the application to the High Court 
had been submitted "too late," 
because the attorney-general had 
already lodged a request with the 
Knesset Speaker that the minister’s 
immunity be lifted. 

The highlight oflasi week'scourl 
hearings was the testimony — on 
Tuesday — by Yisrael Gottlieb, Ac- 
ting Mayor of Bnei Brak and a 
state's witness. Despite some con- 
tradictions revealed by Abuhat- 
■ re ir a V lawyers between Gottlieb’s 
- statement to police and his replies 
to questions in court, the tense 
witness remained firm on the cen- 
tral thesis of his evidence' against 


Abuhatzeira and his aide Moshe 
Gabai accused of taking bribes. 

“I am ready to swear by 
everything that is holy to me,” Got- 
tlieb told the court, “as heaven and 
earth are my witness," that: 

• He arranged with Abuhatzeira 
to take bribe money from three 
Bnei Brak religious institutions in 
return for enlarged grants from the 
ministry; 

• He received the bribe 
monies and gave them to Gabai, the 
minister’s aide; 

• He reported back to the 
minister after the receipt and 
transmission of each sum. 

The money* Gottlieb told the court 
under the questioning of State Attor- 
ney Bach, was to go to the coffers of 
the “Likud Utemura" faction In the 
National Religious Party, the faction 
which Abuhazdra heads and of which 
Gottlieb was a leading member. 

Bach: “Why did you dolt?" 

Gottlieb: “I want to sqy to the 
court, In the first place, that I am 
deeply sorry and I regret what I did. 1 
did It for two reasons: so that the in- 
stitutions concerned should get more 
money from the ministry* and so that ; 
our faction should be strengthened 
within the (NRP) movement and my 
own standing should be strengthened 
within the faction." 

Later, In cross-examination, 
Shlomo Toussla-Cohen (attorney for 
Abuhatzeira) asked .Gottlld) If he felt 
at the time that what he purportedly 
did was right. Gottlieb in reply spoke 
of the “public atmosphere... It was 
being done elsewhere — though I 
can’t say where. This influenced me to 
make my proposition." 

Toussiu-Cohen said that as far as 
his client, the minister, was con- 
cerned. Gottlieb's tale was “a com' 
plctc fabrication, from beginping to 
end." The defence contends either 
that there was no bribe money, or 
that Gottlieb kept it for himself. 







Yisrael Gottlieb (centre) state’s 
witness In the Abuhatzeira bribery 
trial, is led Into court for his first 
day in the witness-box. (Isaac. 

"Perhaps the money was for 
you?" Tousaia-Cohen challenged 
the witness. "Perhaps it was f ary our 
expenses in the Bnei Brak branch of 
the 'Likud Utemura’ faction?" 

Gottlieb: “Definitely not." 

Toussia-Cohen: "We’ll still see 
about what's definite and what 
isn’t..." 

But on Wednesday, Gottlieb ad- 
mitted that he had not passed on 
one of the three alleged bribe pay- 
ments to Abuhatzeira, but had kept 
it “for myself — that is. not for my 
own use, but for charity." In fact, 
Gottlieb conceded, this payment 
hud never been intended as a bribe 
for Abuhatzeira. 

This meant, Gottlieb 
acknowledged to u hushed court at 
the end of a gruelling day of cross- 
examination, that he had lied to the 
police and lied earlier to fhe : cdurt, 
when he claimed to hitve ][aus.iuil: 
led the payment to ih'e minister. 

“Yes." Gottlieb explained in 
answer to questions from Abuhal- 


zeira's counsel, Ram Caspi, "life 
police agent said they were after 
somebody, they were after 
somebody’s head." 

"Whose head?" asked Abuhat- 
zeira’s counsel. Ram Caspi. 

Oottlieb: “They said they didn't 
mean me; they meant the minister.” 

Abuhatzeira’s other counsel, 
Toussia-Cohen, denied on behalf of 
his client, that there had actually 
been any bribes transmitted to 
Abuhatzeira. Gottlieb, he said, had 
fabricated the story and presented it 
to M K David Glass, one of Abuhal- 
zeira’s rivals in (he National 
Religious Party, and Glass had 
proposed "using” it against the 
minister. 

Glass is due to testify later in the 
trial. With each passing day his 
evidence takes on a more central 
importance, since it is the only 
corroboration — albeit hearsay — 
of Gottlieb's allegation that he fun- 
nelled bribe moneys to the minister. 
The defence plainly intends to 
argue that Glass was involved in a 
political conspiracy against 
Abuhatzeira. 

During Thursday's hearings^Got- 
tlieb told the court that he wu$ 
“recanting" his admission of the 
previous evening — that the money 
from one of the three institutions, 
the Yemenite Cultural Foundation 
.had been “for me, that is, for 
charity" and not a bribe for the 
minister. Gottlieb insisted 
repeatedly that he had conveyed 
money from all three institutions to 
the minister’s aide and co- 
defendant. Moshe Gabai, as 
kickbacks for enlarged ministry 
grants. He had done so, he stressed 
■each - -time, “with the* ■prior’ 
knowledge of the minister." 

But the defence attorneys con- 
tinued to pound away at Ihp witness 
and his testimony. \ 


Post funds offer ‘a personal feeling of giving’ I Soldiers fund 


By HELEN ROSSI 

“Don’t stop the ‘Forsake Me 
Not* campaign" is the message that 
Hans Mandl of Karlsruhe, West 
Germany, puts on his envelopes. 
Last week we had his third con- 
tribution. U looks like we cannot 
slop either of The Jerusalem Post 
fund-raising drives — “Forsake Me 
Not” for the elderly and the Toy 
Fund for the young. 

Contributions keep coming, 
along with them the letters we 
greatly appreciate. Stella Moste) of 
Stamford, Conn, writes: “These 
funds you have established give us a 
more direct feeling of giving to 
Israel to help those in need, a more 
personal feeling than we get from 
donations to the United Jewish 
Federation, which we deeply sup- 
port." 


TOME mE WT 


Post reporter Lea Levavi brought 
us another aspect of what the "For- 
sake Me Not" drive has done. She 
writes: "Funds provided through 
The Jerusalem Post's ‘Forsake Me 
Not’ drive for the elderly have had a 
snowball effect on services to the 
elderly in Bnei Brak. 

“After some of the money was 
used to purchase blankets and warm 
clothing for needy individuals, these 
people became acquainted with the 
city's Social Services Department’s 
used ckghing boutique, where they 
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were invited to pick up their 
blankets and winter clothes. They 
decided to meet twice a week at the 
shop (a spacious apartment) and use 
it as a club. 

"Subsequently 10 younger 
women from Bnei Brak decided to 
sponsor evenings at their homes to 
raise funds to provide additional 
services which the city and the 
Ministry of Labour and Social Af- 
fairs can’t because they don’t have 
the budget. 

Contributions for "Forsake Me 
Not" during the week amounted to 
■ IS4.596, which brings the total to 
ISS19,482.85. Donations came 
from: 

S 100 Mr. and Mrs, P. T. Surges, Ramon Air 
Base. 

SIS Anonymous, Cimarron, KA. 

SJO Dvorak Wang. Brooklyn. N.Y. 

1S4Q0 Josef N. Blum, Zichron Ya’acov. 

IS300 In memory of our beloved sister, Frieda 
Boner, San Francisco, who passed away 
this month — Dora Hinhoviiz, Haifa. 

S36 In honour of the 8 1st birthday of my 
father. Beniamin Rath — Alan B. Rath, 
Cranford, NJ. 

S25 In memory of our beloved Hanna Kish — 
Rachil and Rachi Berman, Richmond, Va 
and Emory Let and Shuts Berman, Alex- 
andria, Va. 

IS200 Violet Citron. Haifa. In honour of my 
75th birthday, Anonymous, Savyon. 

1S1W In honour of gotden wedding anniver- 
sary of Rosie and Fred Kohn, Caulfield, 
Australia — K. Reich, Tel Aviv. 

$21 Earl Hartman, Tokyo, Japan. 

IS 100 In honour of Iro Heitner from Sldi 
Heitner, Tel Aviv. Faith and lien Harduf, 
Ramat Gan. 

$12 In memory of my father. Sam Krampf — 
Stella and Arthur Monel. Stamford, Conn. 
IS91 In memory of my beloved mother, Sophia 
Lemer — Emma Kimor, Haifa. 

DM20 Hans Mandl, Karlsruhe, W, Germany. 
(3rd contribution) 

1580 Mr. R. Traub, Zichron Ya’acov. 


JS50 B. A. Citron; Erncit Blumenthal; 
Jerusalem. Essie and Joe Benreuven, Kiryat 
Ekron. 

S5 A.S. Robbins. Lubbock, TX. 

IS30 Esther Carter, Neve Yam. For Uncle 
Harry's 85ih birthday — from Bush and 
Ya’acov. Haifa. 0QIS20 David Gaoler, 
Neve Yam. 

ISI8 Anonymous, Jerusalem. 

IS 10 Manin Orossman, Jerusalem. 

Contributions to The Jerusalem 
Post Toy Fund were slight this oast 
week. They only came to IS26I. But 
it puts the total at IS306, 065.93. We 
the jgBpaA t-EM ^ave °ew plans 
TR Q fi T ^ or l ^ e foster 
children who are 
wards of the State. 
To give our new 
plan an extra boost 
we are now hoping 
to sell our remain- 
ing, 1,000 glass tops 
— sevevonlm — 
that were left from 
our original pro- 
ject. They still cost 

S5 or IS4Q. 

Donations to both funds should 
be sent directly to The Jerusalem 
Post, P.O.B. Si, 91000 Jerusalem, 
Israel. Please use separate cheques 
for each fund and mark them either 
for "Forsake Me Not” or The 
Jerusalem Post Toy Fund. 

Last week's contributors 
include: - 

$16 In memory of our grandfather, Sam 
Krampf, from hia granddaughters, Linda 
and Carolyn Mosul, Stamford, Conn. 

IS50 Essie and Joe Benreuven, Kiryat Ekron. 
65 A. S. Robbins, Lubbock, Tx. . 

IS 1 8 Anonymous, Jerusalem. 

ISIS In memory or Mrs. Elvira Flraggi — 
Mrs. S. D. Arav, Tel Aviv. 

IS 10 Martin Grossman, Jerusalem, 
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Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
NEW YORK. — The Soldiers 
Welfare Association is about to 
launch a S20 million fund-ruising 
campaign in the U.S., association 
chairman Tal-Aluf (res.) Natan Nir 
told newsmen here yesterday. 

Nir said that the recent cuts in the 
defence budget had made it neces- 
sary for the association to extend its 
activities and seek funds abroad for 
its projects in Israel. 

The campaign will be aimed both 
at American Jews and the large 
Israeli emigrant community in the 
U.S. 


60 scholarships 

Sixty Hebrew University students 
of Sephardi background recently 
received scholarships amounting to 
IS240,000 from the New York-based 
International Sephardi Education 
Foundation. 

President of the organization is 
Mrs. Nina Wiener : of New York. 

Since its establishment in 1977, 
the foundation has awarded $800,- 
000 (IS6.4 million); worth of grants 
to Israeli students, bovering full tui- 
tion and a large sh'are of living ex- 
penses. j 
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Ya’acov Nash (lies 

TEL AVIV (Itim). 4- Ya’acov Nash, 
former National Police spokesman, 
Israel consul in Los Angeles and 
Sick Fund (Kupat Holim) om- 
budsman, died fast week ‘in Tel 
Aviv, aged 64. 


Biton mars 
party for 
Mendelevich 

The Knesset House Committee 
last week formally rebuked MK 
Charlie Biton of the Communist- 
run Democratic Front for Peace 
and Equality (DFPE) for his con- 
duct at a Knesset reception for 
Yosef Mendelevich. 

Biton reportedly told the former 
Prisoner of Zion, who was 
imprisoned for 1 1 years after the 
Leningrad hijack trials, to “go back 
to Russia because you are not 
wanted in Israel.” 

No sanctions go with the rebuke. 
An MK can only be penalized for 
misbehaviour in the plenum. 

Several MKs present insist the) 
distinctly heard Biton shouting to 
the former Prisoner of Zion: “Who 
needs you here? Get back to Rus- 
sia." Biton denies this. 

Biton also shouted to 
MejjdeleviehT"'“You’ve come lot 
your free house in Gush Elzion? 
And your tax-free car?" 

At Tel Aviv University on Thurs- 
day, an address by Biton broke up 
in disarray after shouts and heated 
quarrels among his audience. 
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Charlie Uiton 

Some students charged that Biton 
Wasdlecied'HyArHbs' , ’Whf»'drfc'rlbtt- 
in jail lor terrorist attacks," and noi 
by under privileged Sephardic Jews, 
as the MK claimed. MK Biton was 
also asked how he could shake PL0 
chairman Yasser Arafat's hand 
while the Sephardic Jews and 
children whom he claims to repre- 
! sent were being killed by PLO ter- 
rorists. 

Biton replied that Arafat told him 
that he would give up the unli-lsrael 
Pulcsiimin convcnanl in exchange 
for self-determination for the 
I Palestinians. 

I B iton told the students his version 
of Tuesday’s incident, in which he 
insulted the recently freed Prisoner 
of Zion Yosef Mendelevich: "After 
hearing all these strange stories 
from this person Mendelevich, I too 
wanted to say something, as a 
member oi the committee (tnc 
Absorption Committee, which waa- 
giving a reception from 
Mendelevich), Suddenly trolleys 
started rolling into the room: trol- 
leys with cheeses, trolleys with 
wine, trolleys with cakes.., Nev« in 
all my four years as a Knesset 
Member have I seen such a festival 
,of trolleys. 

“I turned to the committee 
members and said: ‘What’s with this 
Mendelevich festival? Will there be 
no $nd to it?' 

“They said: ‘That’s not nice. This 
is Jews in distress.' 

“‘This is Jews in distress?’ I asked 
them. Til tell you what’s Jews in 
distress: Bak’a, Katamonim, 

Talpiot, Musrara.’ (P 00 !- 0 * 
Jerusalem's neighbourhoods). Then 
this lady, jumps on me, the sister oi 
Mendelevich, and tears a button on 
my- shirt.” 

During the furious political 
debate which followed, a group oi 
students threatened to beat up a W’ 
turer of art who supported Biton s 
-opinions.' 
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THE ECONOMY ■ — ■ ■■ ■ ■■■■■■ 

The outlook for 1981 

Inflation down, growth up, but.. 


By SHLOMO MAOZ 
Post Economics Reporter ^ 

Treasury and Bank of Israel 
economists foresee a renewal of 
economic growth at the rale of 3 per 
cent and a reduction of inflation to 
100 per cent annually in the course 
of 1981. 

However, they make this con- 
ditional upon strict adherence to 
the budget, maintenance of real 
wages at their present level and the 
continuation of the restrictive 
monetary policy, 

These appreciations are included 
in the 1981 national budget report, 
the forecast of economic develop- 
ments for this calendar year 
published last week. 

Representatives of the Bank or 
Israel and the Treasury told a press 
conference in Jerusalem that any 
deviation from these conditions 
could influence developments and 
ucceleratc inflation. 

This year exports are expected to— 
grow in real terms by 6.5 per cent as 
compared with a 6 per cent growth 
in 1980. Exports encouraged by the 
government will be the major cause 
of the expansion of economic ac- 
tivity. 

Imports are expected to grow by 
close to 8 per cent both because of 
increased civilian demand after 
stocks were depleted in 1980 and 
because of the expected growth in 
defence imports by 23 per cent. 

The current deficit will reach $5 
billion as compared with $4b. in 
1 980. Imports of goods and services 



will amount to $17.2b. and exports 
of goods and services will reach 
’ $ 1 2. 2b. I mports of capital will reach 
$6. 4b. half of which come from 

the U.S. 8s grants and loans — as 
compared with $5.2b. 

By the end of 1981, the national 
debt will reach Sl9b. as compared 
with $17b. in 1980, and the 
country's foreign currency reserves 
will remain unchanged at $1.8b. 

The government will continue to 
work to reduce the number of 
workers in the public sector, and 
most workers will be absorbed in 
the productive sector. Unemploy- 
ment, however, will continue, as at 
the end of 1980, to stand at about 
70,000, or 3.2 per cent of the labour 
force os compared with the 4.7 per 
cent average for 1980, 

A 1 .3 per cent rise in productivity 
is expected following the produc- 
tivity freeze of 1980. Private per 
capita consumption willincreasc by 
. 2-per cent in 1981, compared to the 

4.6 per cent drop in 1980. 

The GNP according to the 
national budget forecast, will rise by 

2.7 per cent in 1981 compared to the 
0.9 per cent increase in 1980. 

The Treasury this year expects in- 
vestments to rise by 2.8 per cent. In 
(980 they dropped by 15.5 per cent. 
The Bank of Israel expects invest- 
ments to grow by 6.5 per cent. The 
bulk of the growth in investments 
will be in construction, especially in 
private building, in agriculture and 
in industries producing machinery 
und equipment. In 1980 there was a 

ni 
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Peruvian Vice-President Javier Alva Oriandinl greeted by President 
Yitzhak Navon at Beit Hanassi (the presidential residence) last week. 
Oriandini heads a delegation seeking technical cooperation with Israel. 


20 per cent drop in investments in 
agriculture and industry. In residen- 
tial building some 33,000 flats are to 
be started this year as compared 
with 31,000 starts in 1980. 

The 1981/82 budget placed before 
the Knesset by Finance Minister 
Yoram Aridor last week envisages 
no change in taxation, another five 
settlements in Judea and Samaria — 
and inflation of 100 per cent. 

To limit the government’s ex- 
penditure during the first three 
months of the fiscal year, the 
Finance Ministry's accountant- 
general will issue instructions 
restricting this to just 1 8 per cent of 
the proposed IS206 billion budget. 

In the second quarter, the 
government will be able to spend 22 
per cent, in the third quarter 26 per 
cent and in the Anal quarter 31 per 
cent — with the remaining 3 per 
cent to cover further possible 
devaluations. 

At all events, the overall budget is 
of limited significance, us there will 
be a new government in office four 
or five months after the start of the 
flscul year, and that government will 
be entitled to alter the budget. 

The government's domestic 
deficit — the difference between its 
revenues from and its expenditure 
in the local economy — will come 
to some IS 1 3.6b. This will make it 
extremely difficult to bring inflation 
below 100 per cent. 

The budget hill passed its first 
reading by a vole of 47-3*. along 
coalition-opposition lutes. 

Defence Fund tops 

the ISlOOm. mark 

By JEFFREY HELLER 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Over IS 100 million 
has been contributed to the “Israel 
Defence Fund" since its inception 
last year, fund director 
Yisrael Saharov said last week. 
Saharov and Chief of Staff Rafael 
Eitan, in a ceremony at the Defence 
Ministry, awarded certificates of 
appreciation to a score or in- 
dividuals, towns, banks, and in- 
dustrial firms that had contributed 
more than IS 100,000 each to the 
Fund. 

The Fund helps educate soldiers 
and young people, develop weapons 
systems and train army units, filling 
a gap left by cuts in the defence 
budget, Eitan said. 

He called for the fund to keep 
functioning until the problems it 
was created to solve no longer exist. 


Knesset panel seeks to limit free health perks 


By SHLOMO MAOZ 
Post Economic Reporter 
Most of the members of the 
Knesset Finance Committee favour 
the abolition of the free and virtual- 
ly unlimited medical benefits en- 
joyed by cabinet ministers, Supreme 
Court justices and other high of- 
ficials, leaving these benefits only 
for the. president. 

Such a proposal, discussed re- 
cently in the committee, calls for the 
medical benefits enjoyed by the na- 
tion’s political elite to be the same 
as those for Knesset Members. MKs 
are required to have sick-fund 
coverage, but may obtain permis- 
sion from a Health Ministry board 
for special treatment beyond jhjfr 
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provided by the sick funds, at 
government expense. 

Ministers, justices and senior of- 
ficials are not required' to be 
memhers of a 'sick fund and the 
government mutt cover retroactive- 
ly any medical expenses incurred by 
them or members of th.eir im- 
mediate familit?. 

Last month, fnembers of the co- 
alition and the opposition, led by 
Amos Hudar (Alignment-Labour), 
came to the conclusion that all 
members of the political elite, ex- 
cept the president, should have the 
same limited coverage as MKs. Adi 
Amoral (Alignment-Labour) called 
for a vote, but Lorincz, who op- 


poses the proposal, managed to 
postpone further discussion. 

During the committee discussion 
Yosef Tarhir (Shinui) said that the 
existing situation is morally wrong, 
and that Israel should not become 
an elitist society. Yigal Cohen- 
Orgad (Llkud-Herut) said that 
anyone who suggests that judges 
should not wait in line is “stupid.” 

The new proposal would apply to 
ministers, deputy ministers, 
Supreme Court justices, rabbinical 
court judges, the state comptroller, 
the governor of the Bank of Israel, 
the attorney-general, directors- 
general and others in comparable 
positions. 
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Mazal from Jerusalem. Two unique designs handcrafted by mnstcr 
jewellers brought to you from H. Stern’s exclusive Israel collection. 
On the left, a UK gold Chai in an unusual scroll design with them in 
white gold studded with diariiontis^On the right, a five fingered 
Hamsa in UK gold, with a Star of David in iVhitc gold and set with 
diamonds. 

And of course the H. Stern .world wide guarantee. 

Chai USS £64. Hamsah US$ \RG. 

Matching sixteen inchr-MK gold box chain USS 43. 
Postage, packing and insurance included. 
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H. Stern 

POil 4064. Jerusalem, Israel. 

Please send me Chai Pendants at USS 264, 

Hamsah Pendants at USS 186. and Chains at USS 45. 

My cheque is enclosed. 



Name _ 
Address 
City — 




Are You That Special Person? 

Mathematics Science 

Hebrew Language Jewish Studies 

Internationally acclaimed HEBREW DAY SCHOOL in 
suburban Stamford, Conn., now consisting of 
Kindergarten through Grade Nine, is searching for 
dynamic, innovative teachers for its expanding program 
for the coming school year. 

Experience should reflect 

• creative use of time-honored and progressive 
teaching techniques 

• ability to inspire student initiative 

• supportive and sharing attitude toward 
colleagues 

• desire to meet challenges and mature 
professionally 

If you are ready to join an outstanding faculty, 
send resume to: 

JDr. Walter Shuchatowitz, Principal, Bi -Cultural Day School, 
158 Colonial Road, Stamford, Connecticut 06806 


ISRAEL BOUND??? 

Join our PIV* TRAVEL CLUB and Save Money I 
Next Club Trip to Israel — May 11-26. $1446 

- — — - plicounti In laraol the Year Round ■■ 

• Hotels * Restaurants • Gift Shop* • Car Rentals 

' .Travel tips • Rentals • Free maps and brochures 
Membership fee: $20 

Volunteers for Americans in Israel 

.1414 8outh Green Rd., No. 309, Cleveland, Ohio 44121. 
Tel. 2 16-291 -221 a . 


* PIV — Preferred Israel Visitor 


I Ask for free brochure of j 

| HEBREW SONGS j 

I on slides + cassettes i 

f (colour alides/vowellad Hebrew" 
i with English transliteration). V 

♦ BENTS1YON, 23 SO Broadway, | 
1217, - * 

I New York, N.Y., 10024* U.S.A/ I 
I Tel. (212) 496-800 1 f 


Faye Berger, Travel Chairmen 


CENTRAL HOTEL 
JERUSALEM 
Hlfih Standard — 
Fair Prion* 
Located In City Cen- 
tra near shopping and 
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THE POLITICAL WEEK 


Why the autonomy talks are being put on ice 



By WOLF BL1TZER 

Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
WASHINGTON. — On the sur- 
face, Foreign Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir’s recent talks here with 
President Ronald Reagan, 
Secretary of Stale Alexander Haig 
and other senior U.S. officials, ap- 
peared to demonstrate a new twist 
in U.S. -Israeli relations. 

For once, Israel seemed anxious 
to press ahead with negotiations to 
try to resolve the Palestinian ques- 
tion while Washington was warning 
tl|Rt other problems facing the Mid- 
dle East — namely, Soviet military 
and political advances — were more 
important for the lime being. 

Almost always in the past, the op- 
posite has been the case. 
Washington has warned persistently 
of the dangers which would result 
from a stalemate in the peace 
process, while Israel has pointed to 
the other sources of instability in 
the Arab World. 

Indeed, following the Stale 
Department's acknowledgement 
that the broader issue of the overall 
Soviet threat to America's friends in 
the region was more important than 
an immediate resumption of the 
Isracli-Egyptian negotiations on 
Palestinian autonomy, Prime 
Minister Menahem Begin in 
Jerusalem, und Shamir here in 
Washington, expressed diappoint- 
ment in this seemingly significant 

Egypt blamed 
for slow pace 
in relations 

By ROBERT ROSENBERG 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

A Foreign Ministry summation of 
the first year of the normalization 
process with Egypt concludes by 
blaming Egypt for not being 
"forthcoming” enough in the 
process. 

"...Progress could have been 
more substantial if Egypt had been 
more forthcoming," the three-page 
report says. It explains that Egypt is 
now linking normalization to the 
progress made towards autonomy in 
the West Bank and Gaza. 

Among the "assets'* listed in' the 
report arc full diplomatic relations, 
regular flights between the 
countries, open frontiers, "fairly" 
complete observance of the military 
details of the treaty, reciprocal VIP 
visits, Israeli participation in Egyp- 
tian fairs, and telecommunication 
and postal services functioning 
properly. 

But the "liabilities," notes the 
report, "cannot be overlooked." 

I n addition to the "tendency" to 
slow down the progress of nor- 
malization, there is procrastination 
in ratification of agreements; a 
paucity of Egyptians visiting Israel; 
a ban on the Egyptian public sector 
economy against trading with 
Israel; an absence of cultural 
relations; continued publication of 
anti-Israel and sometimes anti- 
Semitic literature; and non- 
implementation of some of the 
memoranda of understanding. 

In Cairo, 100 prominent Egyp- 
tians, including two former vice- 
presidents and at least five former 
ministers, claimed that Egypt's 
peace treaty with Israel had isolated 
the country and failed to bring the 
expected benefits. 


Washington Correspondent Wolf Blitzer says that the new American leadership 
agrees with President Sadat that little progress can be made in the talks on 
Palestinian autonomy until after the Israel elections on June 30, when they ex- 
pect the Labour Alignment to gain power. Blitzer assesses also the significance 
of the coming Mid-East visit by U.S. Secretary of State Alexander Haig. 


shift in policy from that of the 
former Carter administration, 
which always highlighted the 
Palestinian issues. 

But the change is more cosmetic 
than real, according to senior 
Reagan administration officials. 

The major reason why Haig un- 
derscored the larger Soviet threat to 
the region, U.S. officials explained, 
was because the secretary and all 
his aides are convinced that no 
serious progress in the autonomy 
negotiations is possible in advance 
of the Israeli elections on June 30. 
On this, the Americans are in full 
agreement with Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat. 

U.S. and Egyptian officials, large- 
ly convinced that the elections will 
bring Shimon Peres and the Labour 
Alignment back to power, are by no 
means anxious to enter into difficult 
negotiations with what they con- 
sider to be a lame duck government 
in Jerusalem. The nearly universal 
hope here is that a more flexible 
Israeli position in the negotiations 
will emerge with a labour govern- 


ment, which is seen as carrying less 
“ideological baggage" regarding the 
centrality of Eretz Yisrael than the 
Begin coalition. 

Haig and his team of Middle East 
experts rejected the advice of Am- 
bassador Sol Linowitz, the former 
special negotiator for the autonomy 
talks, who recommended in his final 
memorandum before leaving office 
that the U.S. try to maintain steady 
progress in the negotiations — even 
during these months before the 
elections in Israel. 

The new secretary of state may 
have been prepared to accept 
Linowitz' advice, State Department 
officials noted, if there had been 
some indication from the Begin 
government of a possible shift in the 
long-standing Israeli positions 
which the Americans believed were 
obstructing an agreement on 
autonomy. 

Thus, without any new conces- 
sions from Israel, the new ad- 
ministration was more than willing 
to put the autonomy negotiations on 
the diplomatic backburner for the 


time being and to devote its 
energies more to other issues, es- 
pecially improving America's 
economy and checking Soviet 
diplomatic successes. 

Haig's decision to visit the Mid- 
dle East in early April is designed 
largely to give everyone the "ap- 
pearance" of diplomatic activity 
and to underscore America's con- 
tinued willingness to devote its 
energies to resolving the sources of 
tension in the region. But no one 
here is expecting any dramatic 
developments during the Haig 
journey. 

For the new secretary, the trip 
will be largely fact-finding. He will 
want to try to develop personal 
relationships with the leaders in the 
region with the solid expectation 
that once the new Israeli govern- 
ment is firmly in office, the U.S. will 
undertake a more Intensive in- 
itiative in the search for peace in the 
Middle East. 

Before word spread of the Haig 
visit to the region, there had been 
indications that Reagan would in- 


vite Sadat and Begin to Washington 
separately for initial get-togethers. 
But officials here were opposed ro 
Begin's coming to the U.S, in the 
midst of an Israeli election cam- 
paign, and they realized that it 
would be improper only to invite 
Sudal. So they compromised by 
deciding to send Haig to the region 
instead. 

Shamir and other Israeli officials 
here in Washington, curiously, ap- 
peared absolutely delighted by the 
outcome of their meetings with the 
new administration, even though 
they fuiled to convince Washington 
to move quickly on the autonomy 
negotiations, or to drop its plans to 
upgrade Saudi Arabia's F-15 
fighters with advanced offensive 
weapons. 

Before coming to the U.S., 
Shamir had indicated (hat these 
were his two major objectives. On 
both, he was flatly turned down. 

But the optimistic Israeli 
response a ppea rs-basod-on two Ire. 
lorsrlTffie administration actually 
did assure Israel of continued U.S. 
economic, diplomatic and military 
support in a wide range of fields, 
and 2) Shamir, understandably, did 
not want to suggest that his visit 
here had been a "failure," both 
because of his personal involvement 
and because of the possible fallout it 
might have in domestic Israeli 
politics. 
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|jP Secret Mart paper urges full 
Israel pullback in two years 
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President Yitzhak Navon chats with Flkry Nakhla, economic attach^ at 
the Egyptian Embassy, < and three wives of members of the embassy 
staff, at last Thursday's reception In Belt Hanassl. (Zoom 771 


The group said the Camp David 
peace treaty had failed to bring 
prosperity, reduce military spending 
or strengthen the country's 
political and economic in- 
dependence. 

Also in Cairo, a group of lawyers 
burned five Israeli flags on Thurs- 
day in protest against the peace 
agreement between Israel and 
Egypt. 

The demonstration was held in 
front of the Bar Association. 

Judy Siegel writes: 

The first anniversary of the Egyp- 
tian envoy's presenting his letters of 
credence was celebrated in Beit 
Hanassi in Jerusalem with a recep- 
tion that was as convivial as the 
ceremony last February 26 had 
been formal, 


President Yitzhak Navon, with his 
wife Ofira at his side, welcomed 
Egyptian Ambassador Sa’ad Mor* 
tada in Arabic, and added in 
Hebrew, "How are you, Mr. Am- 
bassador?’ 1 " Ant marglsh 
ba'shmaytm (I feel like I’m in 
heaven), the envoy replied. 

On the subject of normalization 
of relations between the two 
countries, Navon said, "We know 
there are obstacles. But if the will- 
ingness to conquer difficulties 
shown at Camp David continues, I 
don’t see any real reason why we 
can't overcome our present dif- 
ficulties" 

Mortada told the president that 
the high point of his tour of duty 
thus far had been Navon’s visit to 
Egypt which "gave a big push to the 
normalization process." 


LONDON (AP). — A secret Euro- 
pean Community document out- 
lined by diplomats of member-states 
last week calls for Israel's 
withdrawal from the occupied ter- 
ritories inside two years. 

The paper approved by the heads 
of nine Community nations in Lux- 
embourg on December 2, brands as 
"'illegal under international law" all 
Israeli settlements established in 
those areas since 1967 and favours 
their dismantlement. 

Details of the document emerged 
as President Ronald Reagan und 
Secretary of State Alexander Haig 
began their talks in Washington 
with British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher and Foreign 
Secretary Lord Carrington. 

But before they met, senior 
diplomats of the two countries had 
been discussing the content of the 
controversial document which some 
U.S. authorities consider conflicts 
with their own peacemaking 
process. 

A version of the document 
stamped "secret" was shown to the 
Associated Press. Various elements 
of its contents were checked and 
rechecked with diplomats 
representing nine Of the 10 com- 
munity countries which formulated 
it. All informants insisted on 
anonymity. 

Various options listed related to 
the exercise of self-determination 
by Arabs who would qualify under a 
prescribed definition as Palesti- 
nians. Other listed options con- 
cerned the future status of 
Jerusalem. , 

On self-determination, Palesti- 
nians In the West Bank of the 
Jordan and in Gala could choose 
between an independent Palestinian 
state, a federation With Jordan or a 
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federal ion with Jordan and Israel. 

On Jerusalem the main options 
envisuge international status or "the 
corpus separatum," a division of the 
city with the holy sites placed under 
religious authorities und a division 
which Would make the Old City an 
international place and (he rest un- 
der joint administration. 

In their Venice declaration of 
1980 the Community leaders ex- 
pressed readiness to participate in s 
system of international security 
guarantees approved by the UN 
Security Council. These would in- 
clude provision of ground forces. 

Elubornting on this, the docu- 
ment suggests a series of 
demilitarized zones on both sides of 
Israel’s various borders. In certain 
zones (here would be limits on ar- 
maments and troops. 

Earlier last week, the Soviet 
Union called for an international 
conference on the Middle East to 
insure the security and sovereignly 
of all states in the region. 

A report by Soviet leader Leonid 
Brezhnev at the Soviet Communist 
Party’s congress said "We are still 
convinced that if there is to be real 
peace in the Middle East, the Israeli 
occupation of all Arab terroritles 
occupied in 1967 must be ended. 
But Brezhnev offered the first en- 
couraging words to Israel in a l fln 8 
time-. "It Is essential to ensure the 
security and sovereignty of all tn c 
states of the region including those 
of Israel." 

Brezhnev's proposal for an inter- 
national conference reflected long* 
time Soviet policy on the Middle 
East. The Soviets supported the 
Geneva conference set up after the 
1973 Arab-Israell war which fell 
apart after one session. 
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Land requisitioned for West Bank settlements 


By JOSHUA BRILLIANT 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. - A total or 24,000 
dunams have been seized in the past 
four months for the establishment 
and consolidation of Jewish settle- 
ments in the West Bank, a senior 
source in the defence establishment 
said late last week. 

A dunam is about a quarter of an 
acre. 

The Knesset Finance Committee 
earlier last week allocated IS50 mil- 
lion for the establishment of six new 
settlements and for building 400 ad- 
ditional homes in existing West 
Bank localities. They will be ready 
for occupation by June 30, Knesset 
election day. 

The moves are part of a drive to 
increase the West Bank's Jewish 
population by 8,000, which would 
bring the total to 25,000 by the end 
of 1981, authoritative sources said. 

The source maintained that more 
than 20,000 of the 24,000 dunams 
are state owned, and the govern- 
ment merely exercised Us right to 
use them. Another 4,000 dunams at 
Gush Etzion were Jewish-owned_ 
before 1948. Senior sources in the 
World Zionist Organization's Settle- 
ment Department said only small, 
isolated tracts were Arab-owned. 





Stella Levy (Shlnul) as she was 
sworn In last week at the Knesset. 
A former commander of the Israel 
Defence Forces Women's Corps, 
Levy replaces Shlnui's Stef 
Wertheimer, who resigned his 
seat under the faction’s rotation 
agreement. (Zoom 77) 


Protest against 
attacks on Arabs 


Published weekly • Mart 


They will be used for roads and 
public utilities. 

Talking to reporters last week, 
WZO Settlement Department head 
MaUityahu Drobless maintained 
that the authorities should con- 
centrate on consolidating existing 
settlements rather than building 
new ones. He explained that the 
latest allocation will be used to 
enlarge isolated settlements such as 
Eilon Moreh, Shilo and Neveh Tsuf 
to 100 units each, and other small 
settlements from 30 or 40 to 60 
families each. 

The houses will be ready by elec- 
tion day, although most of the 3,000 
people expected to move there will 
arrive after the school term, in July 
and August, he predicted. 

The WZO will improve the in- 
frastructure at each settlement, and 
by the end of the year all will be 
connected to the electric grid, he 
continued, (t also wants to increase 
job openings at each site because at 
present 70 per cent of the settlers 
commute to work, he said. 

M canwhile, he reported, the 
- Housing Ministry is building 1,200 
to 1,500 housing units to increase 
the urban Jewish population in the 
West Bank by 5,000. 

Drobless, a member of Prime 


Minister Menahem Begin's Herut 
Party, said that 18,500 Jews now live 
in the West Bank, compared with 
some 5,000 when the Likud came to 
power in 1977. 

He added that from 1967 to 1977, 
the Alignment established only 72 
settlements throughout the country, 
an average of 7.2 settlements a year. 
The Likud has established 165 set- 
tlements, averaging about 40 a year. 

On Monday of last week, a new 
strategic road along the mountain 
ridge controlling the Jordan Valley 
was inaugurated at Ma’ale 
Adumim, the Israeli community on 
the Jerusalem- Jericho road. 

The 48-kilometre-long road, 
named after former Foreign 
Minister Yigael Allon, runs from 
Ma’ale Adumim northward past 
Kokhav Hashahar, Rimonim and 
Mevo Shilo to Gitit and Ma’ale 
Ephraim. It is the third north-south 
axis in the West Bank, running 
between the Jordan Valley route 
and the Nablus-Jerusalem-Hcbron 
road on the mountain crest. 

The road was officially named 
after Allon because he hnd cham- 
pioned Jewish civilian settlements 
in the urea to serve as a security belt 
which Israel would keep after peace 
agreements ure signed. 


IDF raids terrorist base 


Jerusalem Post Staff 


METULLA. — Approximately 10 
terrorists from the Iraq-backed 
Arab Liberation From were killed 
last week during a raid by Israeli 
forces on an ALF base near 
Nabatiya in southern Lebanon. 

The IDT force, from the (i.»luni 
brigade, a H acked U ic base 111 
retaliation for last yearnniack on 
Kibbutz Misgav Am. Chief of Statf 
Rafael Eitan said. The terrorists 
responsible for the Misgav Am at- 
tack, in which a civilian, a baby, and 
an IDF soldier were killed, had 
come from the base at El-Kafur, 
about 1 3 km. north of the border, he 
said. 

The Katyusha rocket barrage on 
Kiryat Shmona three weeks ago, dur- 
ing which 10 people were wounded, 
was also said to have been launched 
froiq El-Kafur. 

Terrorists stationed there 
-were also blamed for the September 
1979 bombing in Jerusalem's Ben- 
Yehuda street in which two people 
were killed and 38 wounded. 

The Palestine Liberation 


Organization claimed the IDF suf- 
fered 16 casunhics out of a 200-man 
raiding force, but the IDF said all 
Israeli troops hud returned by 
helicopter safely. 

Speaking after ihc troops 
returned, Lieut.-Gen. Eitan said that 
in ilcsinwiiig the building the ALF 
lureo were in, "we settled the seure 
completely. That was their head- 
quarters. We have closed the circle. 

"In this operation," he con- 
tinued. "we settled our accouni 
with the group that attacked Misgav 
Am. They set out from this point 
and we returned to kill all the ter- 
rorists there." 

A group of some 50 Moslem 
religious leaders from all the vil- 
lages in south Lebanon and 
representatives of Major Sa'ad 
Haddad, leader of the Christian 
militia, have called on Israel to help 
them to liberate Lebanon from 
foreign occupiers. The group 
members were the guests in 
Jerusalem of Ministry of Religious 
AfTairs Director-General Gedalia 
Schreiber. 


US permits sale of Kfirs by Israel 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 

More than 500 Jewish and Arab 
university students on Wednesday 
of last week demonstrated outside 
the Prime Minister's Office to 
protest last month's attack on Arab 
students at various local univer- 
sities. 

(In Haifa, nine students — Jews 
and Arabs — have so far been 
detained for questioning in connec- 
tion with an attack on Arab students 
in their dormitory rooms at the 
Technion.) 

The demonstration outside 
Premier Begin’s office, which was 
addressed by two left-wing Knesset 
Members — Tawfik Toubi of 
Hadash and Walid Haj Abu Yahya 
(Sadak) of Shall! — was sponsored 
by two organizations; the Arab Stu- 
dents Union and Campus Coalition^ 


By WOLF BLITZER 

Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
WASHINGTON. — The Reagan 
administration has approved the 
sale of Kiir fighters to Ecuador, set- 
ting the stage for what U.S. officials 
here expect will be Israel's first suc- 
cessful overseas sale of the aircraft. 

Israel and Ecuador signed a con- 
tract for a K fir sale four years ago, 
but the Carter administration 
vetoed it. Because the plane is 
powered by ;U.S. -supplied jet 
engines, Washington can block such 
sales. 1 

The Reagan administration, 
however, has informed Israel (hat it 
will not stand/in the way of most 
Israeli arms exports, including Kfir 
sales. j 

So far, those.counlries authorized 
for Kfir purchases — such as Mex- 
ico, Taiwan aid Austria — have 
declined to b y. Those countries 
previously carer to buy Kfirs — 
such as Ecuador and other Latin 


American states — had been turned 
down by Washington. 


Now os part of an administration 
desire to reassure Israel of con- 
tinued U.S. support, president 
Ronald Reagan and other senior 
U.S. officials have indicated that 
they will be considerably more 
forthcoming in approving Israeli 
arms exports. 


Israeli officials are delighted by 
the willingness of the new ad- 
ministration to go along with Israeli 
arms exports. They believe that the 
exports can go a long way towards 
improving Israel’s economic situa- 
tion. 

The new U.S. stance on Kfir ex- 
ports is part of the reason why the 
Begin government appears eager to 
avoid any dispute with Washington 
regarding the administration's ap- 
parent intention to sell Saudi Arabia 
advanced offensive accessories for 
its F-15 fighters. 



THE COMPLETE PASSOVER 
COOKBOOK 


by Frances R.AvRutick 


Broccoli Souffle. Zucchini Kugel. Gefilte Fish Quiche. Rolled Stuffed 
Eggplant. Lemon Napoleons. 


PasBover cuisine is no longer limited to (ho traditional dishes known to 
our parents and grandparents. A variety of fine foods for Passover can 
now be prepared end enjoyed by us all 


In Tha Complete Passover Cookbook. Francos AvRulick brings us hor 
vast experience in the culinary arts, and presents, clearly and in detail, 
many of her own unique creations, along wuh hundreds of others that 
have proven to be delicious, unusual and strictly kosher for Passover 
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participate In thla momentous event. The World Gathering is a once- 
in-a-lifeiime opportunity and responsibility to perpetuate (he memory of 
those who did not survive .. to aflirm the continuity and survival of 
Judaism through those who did ... to reunite with those nai seen since 
1945 or before. Per person Registration Fee (not in package rales) is 
$100 ($50 for 2nd and 3rd generation survivor-parilcipanfs). Rates 
shown are per person, double occupancy, including air fare, transfers, 
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Please, no 
professors! 


Public Faces 
Mark Segal 


THE LIKUD star of Finance 
Minister Yoram Aridor appears to 
be on the rise. Some Aridor sup- 
porters have already been talking of 
their mini as (he logical revival to 
Herut-Likud heir-appttrent. 

Aridor has some things on his 
side. One of his mnjor assets is the 
bucking of Housing and Absorption 
Minister David Levy, a powerful 
force in Herat circles. Another is 
his control of the party machine 
front his post as secretariat 
chairman. 

BUT ARIDOR still doesn’t gel 
along with the media. When a TV 
editor Eli Nissan advised him that 
his panel of interrogators might in- 
clude two professors of economics, 
Aridor exploded. He told Cabinet 
Secretary Arye Naor a nd_Educaiion 
Minister— fcevuflin Hammer that 
“they are undermining me again. 
Why didn't they insist on having 
President Yitzhak NavonquesiiQned 
by two professors of sociology?" 

In the end, there were no 
professors on Aridor’s panel. 
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Lily Sharon anti Gila Almagor: 
Political differences, personal 
friendship. l David Rubiu&cr; 

MEMBERS of Agricultural 
Minister Ariel Shuron's personal 
stuff are said to be among (he best- 
informed people in the country, 
particularly on what goes on inside 
the Cabinet Room. Word Ims it that 
whenever Sharon's wife Lily comes 
to town from the ranch, she uses a 
ministry phone to cull her best 
friend, actress Gila Almagor. The 
office staff can’s gossip about the 
country’s top leadership. 

The Almagor-Shnron friendship 
may seem a little strange, since the 
two arc on opposite sides or the 
political fence. Gila Almagor has 
been very busy campaigning for the 
Labour Parly and helping her husr 
band, Ya’acov Agnion, with his 
Histudrui-sponsored Belt Lelsin 
Theatre, Still, the Agmons manage 
to spend u weekend or so each 
month at the Sharon homestead. 
SOME OF AMERICA’S future 
political leaders were with us lasl 
week, when a U.S. Youth Council 
delegation veiled our shores. When 
we met them at a reception ut the 
Krar Shinaryahu home of U.S. 
deputy chief of mission WHUm 1 
Brown, we wondered whether, 
when we shook hands with the 
delegation, we might not be meeting 
a future president, or perhaps the 
first female chief executive. 

The delegation is headed by 
Youth Council president Ken 
Simon, a Democrat from 
Washington, D.C. It also includes 
Michael Keenan, chairman of the 
Minnesota Young Republicans; 
Anabelle Sndth, political director of 
the Reagan-Bush campaign in 
California; and Democrat Debbie 
McCarty, an Atlanta city council- 
lor. Ms. McCarty brought with her 
a spepial gift for Jerusalem Mayo f 
Teddy Kollek from Atlanta Mayor 
Maynard Jackson. 









Umm el-Fahm ... meeting of the generations lAucrhuchi 

Background on the Umm el-Fahm arrests 

Girls are back in slacks as 
terror roundup ends ‘revival* 


By JEFFREY HELLER 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
UMM EL-FAHM. - Young Arab 
women in slacks ure back on the 
streets of this town of 20,000 follow- 
ing the arrest of religious extremists 
who allegedly plotted against the 
security of the state — and look a 
critical view of local trends towards 
modernism. 

"Before the arrests, there was a 
big religious revival in town," a 
young man who grew up in Umm el- 
Fahm said last week. “No modern- 
dressed girl could walk in the street, 
and instead of music at weddings, 
holy men would preach religious 
sermons." 

“All these restrictions have 
vanished completely, and personal- 
ly, I am very happy,” he added. 

The man was prepared to con- 
demn the young, bearded men — , 
most, but not all from well-to-do 
families in this, the largest Israeli 
Arab town — for their harassment 
of non-traditional residents, But he 
tended to reject allegations that the 
extremists had banded together to 
carry out terrorist activities. 

“Just because they are very 
religious, doesn't mean they are 
anti-Israeli,” he said. “Of course 
they were influenced by events in 
Iran and Syria — but not to the 
point where they became ter- 
rorists." 

Security forces recently arrested 
dozens of young men from Israeli 
Arab villages in the “Arab 
Triangle" east of Netanya on 
charges of planning terrorist at- 
tacks. They had allegedly formed' 
religious cadres last year linked with 
the PLO and with a Jaffa criminal 
gang which had carried out car- 
bombings. 

Secret caches of arms, docu- 
ments, maps, and photographs have 
been found by the security fo 


the towns. ' s * - 

The young man said he grew up 
with many of those now in custody. 
But while he chose to attend a 
Jewish high school in a nearby city, 
and then work in Tel Aviv, the 
others gradually drifted towards ex- 
tremism after they had graduated 
from high school and college. 

The religious cadres, he added, 
were a minority in the Triangle vil- 
lages and towns. Most of the men in 
the area travel daily to Tel Aviv to 
work at construction sites and 
restaurants. 

As the young man spoke, in the 
new petrol station at the entrance to 
Umm el-Fahm, lender after tender 
of men returning from work passed 
by on their way up the hill towards 
the town. 

There is construction work in 
progress throughout Umm el-Fahm. 
A drive last week through the pic- 
turesque town’s winding and steep 
streets and past new cars parked 
outside spacious villas revealed a 
community that, on the surface, has 
slipped easily into the 1980s. 

Arab women go unveiled in 
public, with most of them clad in 
long skirts and wearing kerchiefs on 
their heads in much the same way 
religious Jewish women are attired. 
The children playing soccer in the 
muddy courtyards wore shoes and 
were well-dressed. 

in the main square, at* least a 
dozen .taxis that make the Umm el- 
Fahm-Hadera irun were doing a 
brisk business,, filling up with pas- 
sengers by thd minute. 

Extremists ajlde, and despite the 
town's example' of the Israeli Arabs' 
“good life,” an undercurrent of dis- 
satisfaction is \biced by Arab youth 
there. 

Said one: “l feel myself to be 
Israeli, but I’m missing out on a few 
rights." 1 


Pure and impure 
linen woven in 
the wilderness 


TORA AND FLORA 
L.I. Rablnowitz 


Portion of the Week: Pekudei, f.v- 
odus 38. 2 1 to the end of the book. The 
verse discussed is 38.24. 

THE PORTION of this week is a 
resume of ail the materials used in 
the sanctuary in the wilderness and 
in its furnishings, including the vest- 
ments of the priests. 

The principal architect was 
Bezalel and his assistant wus 
Ohotinb the son of Ahisamach of 
the tribe of Dan, who was “un 
engraver, u skilled craftsman and a 
weaver." Ohoiiab wove “in blue 
and purple and in scarlet, and in 
shesh. which is choice linen. 

Linen, of course, is produced 
from flax, which is frequently men- 
tioned in the Bible although the 
only mention of its growing, and the 
first mention or shesh, both refer to 
Egypt, where it wits u staple crop. 
When Joseph successfully inter- 
preted the Phuraoh’s dreams, the 
Pharaoh “took off his ring from his 
hand and put it on Joseph’s hand 
and arrayed him in garments of 
shesh... mid uppointed him ruler 
over the whole of Egypt (Gen. 42.3). 
The only mention of flux growing is 
in connection with the plague of 
hail: "And the flux and the barley 
were smitten for... the flax was 
boiled" (Exodus 9. 31). 

SINCE shesh i‘. the finest of linen, it 
w.re entirely fitting that Aaron the 

11 wh l*i i-r .t o ni I ih<: *>ihei priests of- 
Delating in the divine service in the 
sanctuary should be arrayed in it. 

It was strictly forbidden for 
products of flora and those of fauna, 
insofar as cloth was concerned, to 
be mixed. Such a mixture con- 
stituted sha'atnez, (mixed species), 
which is forbidden in the Torn 
(Leviticus 19.19 and Deul. 22.11). 
The "blue and purple and scarlet" 
woven by Ohoiiab consisted of wool 
dyed in these colours. Therefore'an 
exception was made in the euse of 
the priests, permitting them to wear 
garments of sha'atnez. The Mishna 
(Kilayim 9.1) clearly lays down that 
"wool and linen are forbidden un- 
der the law of kilayhn (mixed 
species), but when the priests 
minister in the temple they wear 
wool and linen alone.” However, as 
is pointed out in the Talmud (Yoma 
69a) that permission was limited 
solely to their participation in the 
divine service; otherwise it was 
prohibited to them also. 

The prohibition of sha'atnez is 
regarded as a classic example of the 
hok, the law which defies rational 
explanation but is nevertheless in- 
cumbent because it is divinely or- 
dained. Despite this, attempts were 
made to find a rational explanation 
for such laws; Maimonides in his 
Guide to the Perplexed (3.37) ex- 
plains that the reason for this 
prohibition is because "the heathen 
priests adorned themselves with 
garments consisting of vegetable 
and unimal materials. This you will 
find written in their books.” 


Science-based Industries 
planned for Kiryat Malachi 

KIRYAT MALACHI (Itim). — A 
preliminary agreement for the es- 
tablishment of science-based in- 
dustries here was signed by the 
Weizmann Institute and represen- 
tatives of the local council recently. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


Advertising Rates: Display: US S25 00 per single ccilumn-inr.h 

Classified: US $0 95 per word (i mm mum 6 wcudsl 
Classified ads must be paid for in advancer end must be received in 
Jerusalem 8 days prior to publication 

Advertisements may be booked via The Jerusalem Post Head Office in 
Jeiusalem or The Jerusalem Post U S Office m New Yoik For the 
addresses see publisher's statement, page 2 


BUSINESS OFFERS 


: 1 if; 1 i n 1 


VITAL ENTERPRISE IN TEKOA seeks lo 
borrow expansion capital. Details: Avraham 
Eisenberg, 91100 Tckoa, Israel. 
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DWELLINGS 


NETANYA 


JERUSALEM 


TALPIOT, 8 BEAUTIFUL rooms, luxury 
apartment. Entire floor S3QQ.000 02-718755 or 
P.O.D. 7SS5. Jerusalem. 

FURNISHED, 3 BEDROOM, Ramai Elhkal. 
April-iune. Kosher kitchen. Call: 20 1 -837- 
8348. 

KOR TOURISTS: APRJL-MAY REHA VIA, 
attractive 2-room apartment, quiet, all 
amenities, 5450, in any others. Request our list 
Anglo-Saxon Really, 2 Hasoreg St., Tel. 02- 
221161-4. 


SALE: LARGE BRIGHT two bedroom flat; 
good area. Includes living, dining, utility 
room, wardrobes, central heal. 565,000, USA 
1717) 876-4765/876-1 J90. 

BEAUTIFUL FURNISHED 2 bedroom 
apartment, Beii-Hakerem. Call (201) 288-2928 
(U.S -A). 
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FOR KENT/EXCHANGE m furnished 
luxurious apart mem. Tel Aviv, beginning May 
or June; 6-12 monihs— 5350. Of exchange for 
Manhnunn apartment. Tel 03-263549 — 10/5 
Ben S.iruk, Tel Aviv 62 969. 


LARGE CONDOMINIUM. FURNISHED, 
on ihe beach. Netanya. Israel for rent. Also 
available in April Call evenings USA (215) 
664-7825. 


NETANYA QUALITY holiday apartments 
from Dave Robinson. Shaartours. 6 Shmucl 
Hanatziv. Netanya. Tel. 053-2JUEI2 


EXCHANGE 


CENTRAL JERUSALEM, family seeking 
suitable 3-6 roam home for exchange during 
July-August I OS I in England. Switzerland. 
Holland Gotsman. 34 Keren Hayesod. 
Jerusalem 


PERSONAL 


ATTRACTIVE DIVORCED CAREER 
woman wishes to meet interesting under 60 
nun Bos KE. THE JERUSALEM POST. 1)0 
Lust 59th Street. New York. NY 10022. 
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MATRIMONIAL 


MATRIMONIAL International Agency 
specialising in academics. Amencun/F.uro- 
peun t radii inn. unlimited personal service, dis- 
cretion assure. I Mr ChetriL. FOB. 7382. 
Jerusalem Tel 02-2J4J.14 


PLOTS 


M K HID LAND, property in Israel W 
t id lid III a II. k-il-lct HcN.ix e ruber l-U. 
Jcnixali'in let 02-M*27?J 
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No. 1 producers of relaxation chairs in Israel 


One of the famous 
designs in our range 


Hi 
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Export 

enquiries 

invited 


pi taro Furniture 

21 Hasadna St., Holon, Israel 
Telex: 36770 Coin IL:Att. Pitaro- 


App earing next month! 

SHALOM, WE ARE HERE 

The flrsl anthology of English-language writers In Israel. 

Featuring the work of: 

Dvorah Masovetaky, Bertram Joseph , Devorah Vligodar, Nora Gold, Maro 
La vina,. Harley BraJdman, Natalie Hobs, Shal Aran, Joseph Halpern, Simon 
Griver, Anna-Marie Koenigsbergar, Eva Bosaiiki, Eva Rocenfatd, David 
Harman, David Haneuer, Naomi Glass, Rachel Araten, Michael GraJT, David 
Strassler, Esther Kunda, Exra Ben Meir, Dvora Waysman, Valerie Arnon, 
Corinne Caplan, Susan Tamari, Leah Weisz, Yehuda ShulewiU. 

Published hy GOOD TIMES LTD-, P.Q.B, 3576, Jerusalem, Tel. 02-625353 


ANTISPY 

Neutralizer guards your phone 
against wire taps. Will make 
your phone toll-free. 

Use may be subject to prior 
permission of authorities. 

Radio Doctor Ltd. 

18 Shalom Aleichem St. 

Tel Aviv, Tel. 286444 
Export enquiries invited. 
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COMMENTARY — 

IN THIS ancient land of miracles, 
where political corpses have a 
knack of coming back to life lo 
heckle their eulogizers, M-oshe 
Dayan may be getting ready for his 
third coming. This is un- 
prccedented, even in Israeli politics. 
Dayan has known how to preserve 
his legend of being above the rules 
that bind other men. He has 
demonstrated that Humpty Dumpty 
can put himself together again and 
lead the king's then back to the cas- 
tle. 

Speculation about the state of his 
health notwithstanding, Dayan in 
his mid-60s still basks in the aura of 
the eternally youthful rebel. And 
now it appears that he is all set to 
embark on a new adventure. 

His ex-Labour comrades, out- 
raged by what they consider his ef- 
frontery in seeking to take votes 
away from them, remind one that 
Dayan sees himself as a lone fox. 
They argue that he is behaving in 
character and is determined to 
poach on their run, like a cunning 
prcdulor invading a hard-working 
farmer's grounds. 

The priests of Dayan's per- 
sonality cult, on (he other ha’nd, ex- 
pect to benefit front the tendency to 
amnesia among the voters. But (hey 
will face droves of disenchanted 
devotees for whom Dayan is the 
Great Betrayer who turned their 
tablets of faith into stepping stones 
for his career. 

For them, Dayan is the one who 
made inconsistency an exact 
science. For his supporters, his 
quulities or leadership and super- 
pragmnlism make up for what the 
critics see as egocentric oppor- 
tunism and disdain for the suffering 
of ordinary people. One Dayan- 
walcher speaks of his "chrome- 
plated charisma." 

THE DAYAN camp is banking on 
Lubour skirting the Yom Kippur 
War guilt issue (because a number 
of its front-benchers were in power 
at the time), and on the Likud being 
kind to Dayan (in the expectation 
that he will deprive Labour of many 
voles). 

Yet Dayan will not be able to es- 
cape criticism that his ministerial 
record in both defence and foreign 
affairs was not as glowing as his 
public relations efforts would have 
us believe. His impatience with 
bread-and-butter issues resulted in a 
defence establishment that was not 
prepared for the surprise attack in 
1973; and when he resigned from 
the foreign ministry he left many 
areas outside headline-catching 
diplomacy in a state of neglect. 

Dayan would in effect be asking 
the nation for another blank che- 
que, seeking to capitalize on (he 
crisis of faith in the established par- 
ties. 

But as the election campaign 
proceeds Dayan will have to face 
two symbols of his inconsistency 
which have cost millions of shekels 
of public money — Yamit and 
Ophira. 

More than any other public 
figure, it was Dayan who inspired 
the creation of these two settlement 
entities in Sinai, only to agree to 
abandon them as a Likud minister 
in terms of the peace treaty with 
Egypt- 

Although his political record is 
strewn with the wreckage of other 
people's careers, DayBn takes it for 
granted that those he has let down 
will still come running to him when 
he calls. The most outstanding case 
is the ever-loyal Mordechai Ben- 
Porai, who took Dayan at his word 
in 1977 and soon found that he had 
been abandoned to fend for himself. 

Ben-Poraf# experience will not, 



Dayan's lieutenants (from left): Israel Katz, Yitzhak Peretz, Ylgael Hurvltz, Zalman Shovak 

(Rubinger, Meyerowiiz, Israel Sun) | 

Dayan's new gamble 

There are indications that Moshe Dayan is planning a political 
comeback at the head of a new party which would fight the June 
30 elections. The former foreign minister believes that Israel is in 
a “state of emergency” and argues that fresh thinking is essential. 

The Post’s MARK SEGAL talks here to one of the Dayan 
faithful, Knesset Member Zalman Shoval, to find out about the 
thinking of the budding group and the people likely to join it. 


apparently, stop him from joining 
Dayan's list if asked, because he 
believes that Dayan knows what’s 
good for this country. 

Zalman Shoval has ulso managed 
to remain a loyal supporter of 
Dayan. He was part of the original 
band that broke from Mapai and 
formed Rafi. He even followed 
Dayan back into Labour in 1967 for 
a short while when Rnfi formed a 
union with Mapai and Ahdul 
Ha'avoda. He broke with Dayan 
over his fence-silting, and in 1968 
chose to follow Ben-Gurion and 
Dayan's cousin Yigael Hurvitz in 
forming (he State List. In 1973 they 
joined with Eliezer Shosiak and 
Ehud Olmert in the La'affl party, 
which was a founding group of the 
Likud. 

power in 1977 as part of Begin’s 
Likud, finding themselves in happy 
partnership with Dayan, who, hav- 
ing been elected on the Labour 
ticket, hardly hesitated to cross the 
political divide and join the Begin 
cabinet. 

AT SO, SHOVAL, who is a banker, 
has taken on the onerous duty of as- 
sembling the vehicle for Dayan’s 
third coming. Apparently,. Hurvitz 
and Shoval will bring Rafi's assets, 
and its access to public funding both 
in the Knesset and the Histadrut 
labour federation, while Dayan will 
bring his glamour and popularity. 

“Moshe says the 10th Knesset 
will have to cope with some of our 
most fateful problems, particularly 
the follow-up of the autonomy 
scheme and the relationship with 
Jordan under the Camp David 
agreement," notes Shoval. “At pre- 
sent neither the Likud nor Labour is 
offering clear answers on this sub- 
ject.’* 

Dayan fears Labour could make a 
deal with Jordan short of peace and 
thinks Begin has missed the big 
chance created by the peace treaty 
to defuse the Palestinian issue. 

Shoval speaks of Rafi as 
providing the organizational basis. 
“We know that our etecloral poten- 
tial if we stand alone is 6-8 seats, 
while polls indicate that a Dayan list 


could net ‘at least’ 20 seals." 

The new .party’s social and 
economic programme would reflect 
Yigael Hurvitz's thinking. Shoval 
suggests, adding “the public knows 
.that Yigael (who resigned recently 
as finance minister) was right." 

In his forthcoming book Dayan 
reiterates that he is finished with 
politics, which leaves another ques- 
tion mark over his credibility. 

\ asked Zalman Shoval: Will the 
party simply serve as a one-tin\e 
vehicle of convenience for Moshe 
Dayan, turning into a wrecking 
machine or a constructive 
mechanism at its master’s will? 

“Dayan says that we are in a state 
of national emergency, so there is 
room for a list based on agreed posi- 
tions composed of men capable of 
implementing them," he replied. 

“It is possible that some of its 
members might not wish to serve 
more than one tqrm in the Knesset. 
No, it’s not simply a vehicle for 
Dayan, rather it's aimed at being a 
conveyance of declared positions. It 
is coming into being in response to 
Dayan's confession that he did not 
want to lose sleep over the fact that 
if he stayed out of politics bad 
things might happen in Judea and 
Samaria that would endanger our 
country." 

If the new list wins enough seats 
to play a real role in the next Knes- 
set, it will choose between the two 
big parties, depending on where it 
can have more influence. "We 
might even opt for the Opposition 
benches,’’ declares Shoval. “It will 
be a list advocating a programme on 
pragmatic lines in the best Ben- 
Gurionisl tradition. 

"Moshe once told Begin that if 
Jordan should offer a peace treaty 
based on territorial compromise, 
Israel should not say there is nothing 
to talk about." 

At the same time Shoval attacks 
1 Labour’s "readiness for unilateral 
concessions,” adding that "even the 
i Alton plan has been abandoned by 
them." 

He then reminds me that Dayan 
, only stepped into the Likud 
[ ministerial limousine after Begin 


promised not to annex the West 
Bank. 

AS TO THE list’s composition, 
Shoval at this stage is ready to say 
only that there will be 39 can- 
didates, including Moshe Dayan, 
Yitzhak Hurvitz. Zalman Shoval/ 
Yitzhak Peretz and Israel Katz, 
labour and social affairs minister in 
the Begin government and until 
now a member of Yigael Yadin's 
Democratic Movement — and 
probably Mprdechai Ben-Porat. 
Among the others there would be 
two prominent economists, three 
senior business executives, a noted 
political scientist, three women, two 
generals, a well-known uuthor- 
historian, representatives of 
development towns and an Arub. 

Wouldn't this be the Democratic 
Movement for Change in different 
clothing? "No resemblance what- 
soever, apart from the justified dis- 
appointment with the Likud and the 
lack of enthusiasm for Labour. 
From the start the DMC was a 
chance collection of people lacking 
any common ideological 
background, who got together to 
pull iq the votes. We know that 
anyone joining us does so on an ac- 
cepted programme. Most of our 
candidates were at one time or 
other part of Rafi, or supported 
Ben-Gurion." 

Also the leadership issue would 
be clear-cut from the outset. "Yadin 
is a decent and honest man, but he 
lacks the kind of personal authority 
that Dayan enjoys. The list will cer- 
tainly reflect Dayan’s thinking.” 

DAYAN GAVE some insight into 
his thinking in a newspaper article 
last week; in which he clarified 
what he meant when he called for 
"a government with a strong hand." 
He explained: “We; aren’t doing 
enough to fight crimp. If the police 
lacks the necessary force, I woiiid 
recommend pslng' army units." He 
also wanted “a clear-cut and tough 
policy on economic matters involv- 
ing radical measures" — like the 
closure of El Al. 

Dayan was quite revealing when 
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asked whether he thought some 
people were tired of democracy. He 
said: “While I am no barometer of 
the public mood, l think that it’s not 
a matter of tiredness with 
democracy as a concept but with 
the lack of effectiveness of Israeli 
democracy. Under this system there 
can also emerge highly effective 
leadership. One cannot say that the 
LI.S. does not have democracy 
because it has a presidency. TJiere, a 
small group of people manage mai- 
lers quite efficiently. 

"Nor do 1 think there are any 
complaints about the working of ex- 
ecutive policy-making in Britain. 
One may disagree with Mrs. 
Thatcher’s policies but one cannot 
ignore that she governs with a 
clearly-defined policy. I do think 
it's highly exaggerated to translate 
the general mood of dissatisfaction 
in (Israeli as a total negation of 
the democratic system. Recent 
governments did not — in the 
public mind — function effectively 
and failed to cope with (he 
country's problems." 

After explaining that his final 
decision to run would hinge onwho 
would- go along WITH niS piaCTurm, 
Duyan intimated that he would an- 
nounce his decision lo form his own 
slute in the first week of April, just 
before the 9th Knesset dissolves. 

He also intimated that he would 
announce his decision to form his 
own slate in the first week of April, 
just before the 9th Knesset dis- 
solves. 

Dayan stressed (hat his “reserva- 
tions about Labour's platform does 
not mean support of the Likud." 
The Likud’s problem, according to 
Dayan, "is not only programmatic 
but one of performance and 
implementation of poliey." 

(Dayan dropped a bombshell at 
• the Tel Aviv Labour Council forum 
recently when lie said “1 will not 
crawl back to Labour," apparently 
expecting the parly he had so 
ruthlessly abandoned in its hour of 
need to crawl buck lo him. Labour 
supporters see this declaration as yet 
another Indication of how slippery a 
customer Duyun can be — taking 
his buttle Tor votes into the heart 
of its Tel Aviv stronghold.) 

Dayan is against Labour's plat- 
form because he considers it to be 
.against Israel's interests, “ultliough of 
course l do not question the good 
intentions and constructive ap- 
proach of Shimon Peres, Israel 
Galili and Haim Bar-Lev." His 
muin objection Is to Labour s 
proposal to reach an accommoda- 
tion with Jordan in stages; his 
greatest fear Is that the mountain 
slopes along the West Bank will b? 
handed back to Jordan. This is Utc 
fulcrum of Israel’s eastern defence 
line, Dayan argues, which under 
any agreement must remain under 
IDF control. 

He also takes issue with the 
Labour plank to pursue negotia- 
tions with Jordan without resorting 
to new elections (as had been the 
Labour commitment under Golds 
Meir to the National Religious 
Party). 

Dayan envisages that the main 
burden of, his election campaign 
•clash with Labour will be on that 
issue. “I would not propose that 
anyone vote for . them on such a 
platform. I don’t buy the ILlkudJ 
argument that they want to sell us 
out to the PLO, but I do contend 
- that their practical policies would 
be our country’s ruin. I will fight 
‘that with all my verbal powers. If as 
a result they will be denied their 
mandate to govern, 1 won’t regret it. 
On the contrary, I will be very hap- 
py indeed." D 

Published weekly - March 1-7,1981 


r 1 


i 


IT TURNED FOGGY south of 
Bethlehem. By the time we reached 
Hebron and Kiryat Arba, the rain 
was coming down in sheets. The 
grey-haired reservist standing guard 
at Beit Hadassah in "Jewish" 
Hebron was soaked and shivering in 
his sandbagged post. 

“Every day I’m here is one day 
too many. And I still have three 
weeks to go,” he said, raindrops fall- 
ing off the tip of' his noBe. 

In Beit Hadassah itself, which we 
reached by climbing down a steep 
flight of stone stairs and passing an 
incongruous Donald Duck sliding 
pond in the courtyard, it was warm. 
The cavernous building, which was 
a hospital before the* 1929 massacre 
of the Jewish community and which 
for the past two years has served as 
home for one of the spearheads of 
Gush Emunim’s keepers of the 
faith, is kept at a comfortable 
temperature, even for a Hebron 
winter, by a non-stop kitchen. 

The kitchen feeds the 70 women 
and children who occupied the 
building a week after Pessah two 
years ago, in an attempt lo compel 
the Begin government to support 
purposeful Jewish settlement jn,. 
and not just alongside, Arab 
Hebron. A bank of chugging 
washing machines and laundry 
dryers add their heat to the long 
corridor that serves as common 
room; dining room and rainy-day 
playground for the Beit Hadassah 
commune. 

IF KIRYAT ARBA, the solid 1 
Jewish urban development which * 
hugs Arab Hebron on its eastern 
flank, is "Truc-Bclievcr land," Beit 
Hadassah is its Holy of Holies. And 


Hebron’s faithful 

There are those of us here who can't help being afraid. I don't push 
them. But I push and help those who would like to overcome their 
fears/ says Miriam Levinger, leader of the occupiers of Beit Hadassah 
in the City of the Patriarchs. The Post's YOSEF GOELL reports. 

* ■ 



Miriam and Moshe Levinger: Getting through' with slogans, a sense of humour 


as is often true when it conics to un- 
compromising Irue-belicvership, 
women are in the front ranks. 

The Rabbunil Miriam Lcvmgcr 
undoubtedly qualifies as the very tip 
of this spearhead. She received us in 
the corridor-common room, cradl- 
ing her weeks-old baby, her 
eleventh, in her arms, and 
periodically interrupting our inter- 
view to attend to her two-year-old. 

The 70 women and children, she 
noted, are really seven families and 
a handful of women volunteers. 
Each "family," with about 10 
children per mother, occupies one 
of the large rooms flanking the cor- 
ridor. All eat together at plain 
wooden tables in the common 
room. 

The family rooms are Tilled wjth 
beds, some of which are stacked 
against the walls during the day to 
make room for the children and 
their mothers when they need to get 
away from the communaj hubbub. 

The upstairs rooms and the 
building next door are occupied by 
a yeshiva, whose members are fed 
by Hebron’s "Hadassah ladies" 
(apologies to the traditional bearers 
of that title, who deeply resent any 
identification with Ibis Gush 
Emunim outpost). 

MIRIAM LEVINOER and her hus- 
band, Rabbi Moshe Levinger, were 
among the first of the Jewish settlers 
in Hebron after the Six Day War. In 
1969 they were among those who 
sought to force the hand of the 
Government of National Unity, by 
occupying the Park Hotel (owned 
by the Kawasme family of Hebron, 
which numbers among its sons the 
currently exiled mayor) as a prelude 
to officially-backed Jewish resettle- 
ment of the town. 

Under the aegis of the late Yigal 
Alien, the Labour government 
evolved a compromise under which 
Kiryat Arba was established. Ac- 
cording to Mrs. Levinger, a promise 
was given that it would devetogjou^ 
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a part of Hebron. Instead, she com- 
plains. lands for the expansion of 
Kiryat Arba were expropriated 
tuwardj. the, no rth, apd t he east, so 
that it grew away from Hebron. 

Rabbi Levinger, who serves as 
Kiryat Arba’s spiritual head is, 
given his yekke background, the 
standard dour truc-believcr type. 
His approach to winning over the 
unbeliever is to repeal his slogans 
and arguments again and again. His 
wife is that unusual combination of 
u far-out true believer with a sense 
of humour and with a fine feel for 
the impact of her arguments on “in- 
fidel" ears. 

H 1 was interviewed some time ago 
by a BBC man and 1 could tell I 
wasn’t reaching him. Tve lost you, 
haven't I?’ 1 asked him after the 
third sentence, and he admitted it. 
But we took off along another tack, 
and 1 think I got through to him." 

What Miriam Levinger is trying 
to get through is two messages. One 
is that of "the legitimate and in- 
alienable rights" of the Jewish peo- 
ple to settle and live throughout the 
Promised Land. (The slogans and 
phraseology in the literature put out 
by the supporters of the Beit Hadas- 
sah group are vaguely but em- 
barrassingly reminiscent of PLO 
propaganda. Hebron is referred to 
as “the second holiest city of the 
Jewish people,' 1 paralleling the 
Arab claim to Jerusalem as “the 
third holiest city, in Islam.’’)- 

IN ADDITION. to the nationelist- 
cum-rbligious point as to the right 
and mitzva of settling throughout 
the length and bfeadth of the land, 
Miriam Levingej is also trying to 
make a personalpoint about Jewish 
fear and courage 

She speaks ofher girlhood in the 
south Bronx, al(eady notorious as 
one of New York’s terror areas. 

“My father itas a well-known 
cantor and composer of cantorial 
music, and we {lived at Southern 
Boulevard and 163rd Street," says 


the former Miriam Beinhorn, who 
came to Israel ui the age of 19 in 
1956, “and wc children were taught 
to be afraid. 

"Fearing goylm is despicable. 
And this is one of the messages I’m 
trying to gel across here. There are 
those among us who can’t help be- 
ing afraid, here too. I don't push 
them. But I push and help those 
who would like to overcome their 
fears. 

"I admit that at times I’ve even 
caught myself acting otherwise, but 
I corrected it. When my son was 16 
years old, he once came back by a 
late bus and walked across several 
kilometres of open fields through a 
solidly Arab area to our home in 
Kiryat Arba. I started to scold him, 
but then 1 realized that that would 
be galutl, a continuation of our 
Diaspora conditioning to fear." 

Miriam Levinger says she walks 
through the Arab souk unarmed 
and unafraid. Friends and admirers 
say she ir armed, with a pistol in 
her bag, and that the Arabs know it 
and are scared to death of making 
any trouble for her. She claims that 
ever since she and her women oc- 
cupied Beit Hadassah, the number 
of Arab nationalist demonstrations 
and attacks on JewB in Hebron has 
diminished, and that their incidence 
is much lower than in other towns, 
despite the reputation Hebron's 
Arabs have for extremism. 

It is not clear whether that 
reputation is deserved. The fear 
which Hebron traditionally inspires 
in the hearts of Jews, and which 
Miriam Levinger is trying to over- 
come, stems less from the 
nationalist nature of the town’s 
Arab population than from the large 
“wild" Beduin -component in that 
population. Arab Hebron is not 
noted for nationalist intellectual 
rabble-rousers, as are more modern 
Nablus or Ramallah; because of its 
proximity to the desert it is more of 
a wild frontier town. It wquld- cer- 
tainly qualify as the least modern 


and most fundamentalist Moslem nf 
(he West Bank’s Arab cities. 

WHAT IS CLEAR is Lhat two years 
after penetrating into the heurt of 
Arab Hebron, the women of Beit 
Hadassah continue to live behind u 
barricade of army gun- 
e replacements and reservist patrols. 

Meir Indor. who holds the 
"Hebron portfolio" in Kiryat 
Arba’s Gash Emunim establish- 
ment, and who accompanied us on 
the visit to Beil Hadassah, feels that 
this is as it should be. One of the 
points he is trying to get across is 
that Gush Emunim settlers should 
not be expected to defend 
themselves, but that Israel's com- 
mitment to the possession of all or 
Judea and Samaria should express 
itself in the posting of sufficient 
military strength to fulfil all the set- 
tlers’ defence needs. 

"I am opposed to the Yesha 
Council maintaining its own 
defence committee," he says, refer- 
ring to the new political group the 
Gush settlements have set up to 
coordinate lobbying for the settle- 
ments’ interests. “Security is 
something' the army should take 
care of and we should be very 
careful not to let the army and the 
military government off the hook on 
that." 

Indor, who has been in Kiryat 
Aiba with his wife and two small 
daughters Tor the past four-and-a- 
half years, is in charge of the 
“Hebron Committee's” public rela- 
tions, both in Israel and abroad. He 
recently look the message of the 
need for Jewish settlement in 
Hebron to the U.S.; where he was 
active in setting up the Hebron 
Council, a fund to finance the cause 
of Jewish Hebron, and in enlisting 
.the aid of the Bnei Akiva religious 
youth movement there. 

Indor says there are now about 
600 families in Kiryat Arba and no 
empty apartments. Driving through 
Kiryat Arba is a very different •Ex- 


perience from visiting Beit Hadas- 
sah. If one ignores the continuous 
security fence around it, it is possi- 
ble to imagine that it is one of the 
new suburbs of Jerusalem. 

A few years ago many of the 
apartments in Kiryat Arba were 
empty, but this is no longer true. 
The apartments have either three or 
four rooms and most, Indor says, 
are owned rather than rented. He 
rents his own three-room, 86-sq.m., 
flat for ISllO a month. The 
purchase of apartments was also 
highly subsidized by the Housing 
Ministry. Indor admits that many 
settlers were originally attracted by 
the inexpensive housing but adds, 
"anyone who came here just for 
that wouldn't last long." 

He is especially proud of the mix- 
ed nature of the population. 

"Fifty-five per cent arc Sephar- 
dim and 100 of the 600 families are 
new alim, mostly from the U.S. but 
also from the Soviet Union. About 
60 per cent arc religious Hiid (he rest 
very definitely secular. 

"Secular families drive on Shab- 
bul and there ix mixed dancing — 
boys and girls, not Arabs and Jews 
— in the centre on Shahbai eve." 

The general atmosphere in the 
town is observant, however, with 
several hundred yeshiva students 
setting the lone. In addition to the 
yeshivns there is the "Hebron 
Seminary” run by the Gush. This 
organizes three-day lectures and 
field trips for groups of 
schoolchildren from "Old Israel," 
with the aim of inculcating in l hem 
a love for the land that combines 
the ideas of the Nature Protection 
Society with ‘I ora tradition. 

DESPITE oil these references lo the 
Gusli. Indor insists that it no longer 
exists in the dramatic form it look in 
the 1970*. 

"The Gush leadership has not 
convened for quite some time, and I 
think it would be fair to say thut this 
quiescence is the result of an inter- 
nal spiritual confusion as lo what to 
do next." 

He explains that there are three 
main streams of thought among 
Gush activists in regard to its future 
course. The common denominator 
is that the Gush continues to be 
what its name implies: an 61ite 
spearhead for the revival of faith. 
The question is: which faith and 
what tactics? 

One stream, reacting to what In- 
dor calls "the virulent hate against 
us and the entire settlement drive in 
the territories, especially as evinced 
on television," is urging a pause in 
settlement activities and a con- 
centration instead on an 
educational campaign in "Old 
Israel." 

"After all," he points out, “our 
purpose is not to turn Israelis into 
enemies of the Land of Israel." 

Others say that “the hale express- 
ed on TV" does not truly reflect 
public opinion, and that a recent 
poll which showed 63 per cent of 
Israelis supporting further sett I e- 
meht in the territories is closer to 
the truth. This stream argues that 
the continuing creation of settle- 
ment fails accompli s is what is 
needed to persuade the people that 
(here has been no end to the dedica- 
tion of those truly devoted to the 
cause of Eretz Yisrael. 

And then, Indor adds, there is a 
third stream which believes that, 
now that its initial presence in the 
territories has been established, the 
Gush should undertake an entirely 
new mission: it should undertake a 
drive among the entire people for 
hazara bitshuva, a relurnrto religious 
faith and Dot just to a religious ver- 
sion of pioneering secular Zionism. □ 
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COMMENTARY — 

A GOOD MANY solutions were of- 
fered to the Palestine problem at a 
seminar On that subject held in 
Jerusalem recently. None was 
presented with confidence or con- ( 
vietion because, everybody admit- 
ted. not one of the proposals had 
an) chance of acccptunce by the 
Arabs. 

This is the agony which Israel's 
intellectuals ure going through at 
present. It was expressed in the 
symposium's title. The Van Leer 
Foundation, host to the event, 
phrased it as a question: “Is There a 
Solution to the Palestinian 
Problem?" The implication was that j 
there might perhaps not be one. j 

Leaving out fringe groups at both ( 
ends of the political spectrum, a ma- 
jority of those present seemed keen 
to terminate Israel's rule over the 
Palestinians in the West Bank and 
Gnza. Even speakers representing 
right-wing views recognized that 
necessity. 

Yosef Tabenkin, of Kibbutz Ein 
Harod. an old-time warrior and fol- 
lower of his late father's hawkish 
tradition in Ahdut Ha-Avoda, made 
it clear that all he insists on retain- 
ing in Judea and Samaria is a 
defence capability. 

Knesset Member Meir Amil. (La- 
bour) another ex-general, proposed 
a tripartite confederation between- 
Israel, Jordan and a Palestinian en- 
tity. The difference between federa- 
tion and confederation, he ex- 
plained, is that in n confederation, 
sovereignty remains with the com- 
ponent parts. Israel and Jordan 
would retain their sovereignty. As 
for the Palestinians, well, they 
would be granted "sovereignty- 
minus.” Minus what? Minus an 
Israeli defence capability in their 
territories. 

THE RELEASE of Prisoner of Zion 
Yosef Mendelevich from a Russian 
labour camp on February 18 
precipitated an extremely bizarre 
"war between Jews.” The elements 
in the drama are two Jewish mul- 
timillionaires, two large Jewish 
organizations, a Soviet ambassador, 
Russian vodka and American grain. 

On one side is the World Jewish 
Congress with its new president, 
Edgar Bronfman, the whisky tycoon . 
who is one of the richest Jews in the 
world. On the other side, we find 
the National Conference for Soviet 
Jewry (an important lobbying group 
which coordinates American ac- 
tivity for Soviet Jews) and another 
rich American Jew, an oil man who 
lives on the West Coast and has 
close connections with the Soviet 
Onion. 

Both sides agree on one point: all 
the Jewish organizations are com- 
mitted to the struggle of Soviet 
Jewry and have made great efforts 
to release Prisoners of Zion and in- 
crease Jewish emigration from the 
Soviet Union. 

Bui when it comes to specifics — 
and to the recent events that led to 
Mendelevich’s release — the two 
groups are in sharp disagreement. 
According to sources close to the 
NCSJ, Senators and American ad- 
ministration officials conducted in 
recent months a quiet and efficient 
campaign to pul pressure on the 
Soviets to let refuseniks go. They 
concede that Bronfman played an 
important role in this campaign, but 
criticize him and the WJC for trying 
to take ull the credit for 
Mendelevich’s release. The WJC 
leaders, however, argue that 
without Bronfman’s efforts, Men- 
delevich wouldn't nave been 
released: the other group, they suy, 
plated only u secondary role in the 
Mory. 


How can Israel come to terms with the Palestinians? A group of Israeli thinkers 
agonized over the question in Jerusalem recently. The Post’s David Krivine 
reports on the doubts, hopes and proposals that made up the discussions. 

The Palestine puzzle 


THE ARABS reject that proposi- 
tion outright, even though it is writ- 
ten into the Camp David agree- 
ment. .But differences over security 
arrangements are not the problem. 
If they were, Israel could fall back 
on more forthcoming solutions sup- 
ported by other participants in the 
discussion. 

Meir Pa’il conjured up (he idea 
that Israel issue a Balfour Declara- 
tion Tor the Arabs. His party, Sheli, 
the most left-wing Zionist grouping, 
requires two stntes, not one, within 
the borders of historic Palestine: an 
Arab state and a Jewish state. 

The real holdup, which has shat- 
tered the complacency of all Israeli 
disputants, left-wing and right-wing, 
is the refusal of the Palestine 
Liberation Organization to accept 
even that. Matityahu Steinberg, of 
the Hebrew University, said his 
detailed studies indicate that the 
PLO — in all its factions — has only 
one aim, to retrieve the whole of 
Palestine: that is, to eliminate 
Jewish statehood. 

Even if Arafat and the less ex- 
tremist group within the fold of the 
PLO, El Fatah, agree to Arab 
statehood in part of historic 
Palestine — that is, in the West 
Bank and Gaza, including East 
Jerusalem — that would only be a 
step towards their ultimate objec- 
tive, which remains unchanged: a 
single democratic state in all- 



Aharon Yativ... “No settlement is 
possible at present." 

Palestine in which the Jews (those 
allowed to remain) should be a 
minority. 

IS THERE anyone to negotiate with 
other than the PLO? The answer 
was supplied by Professor 
Menahem* Milson, head of the In- 
stitute for Afro-Asian Studies at the 
Hebrew University. The PLO 
dominates the administered areas 
completely, he stated. Whenever 
any Palestinian resident shows signs 
of cooperating with the Israelis, he 
is condemned to death, and the 
PLO makes sure that the sentence is 
carried out. 

The PLO’s stand on the political 
issue is unbending. President Anwar 
Sadat's version of the autonomy 
proposal gives the Palestinians all 
they want. It is sovereignty under 
another name, and after five years. 


even the status of sovereignty could 
be expected. Yet the PLO want 
nothing of it, Milson pointed out. 

Tabenkin, holding the optimistic 
view, considers that the PLO would 
be a factor of little consequence if it 
was not backed by the rejectionist 
Arab states. But it does have that 
backing, and other support, too. 
More countries recognize the PLO 
than have diplomatic relations with 
Israel. Milson's conclusion is that 
no negotiation with the Palestinians 
will be physically possible unless 
and until its power in the ad- 
ministered areas is broken — and by 
the Israelis, he implied. 

WHAT THEN is the answer to the 
question posed at the symposium? 

Seemingly there is none, at least 
in the short term. Aharon Yariv, 
head of the Institute for Strategic 
Studies at Tel Aviv University, said 
he wanted to amend the subject of 
the conference. 

What he proposed in his address 
was not a solution to the Palestinian 
problem, but an approach to a solu- 
tion. No settlement, he made it 
clear, is possible at present. Whut 
Israel must do is take the initiative 
in the negotiations, offer new con- 
cessions, seek a way around the 
roadblock, keep the autonomy talks 
going. 

That view elicited wide support 
among those present; but so did at 


A Mendelevich mystery 


The Californian oil-man, who has 
important business interests in the 
Soviet Union and has met. Brezhnev 
many times, has always been an im- 
portant intermediary for the 
National Conference for Soviet 
Jewry and other Jewish organiza- 
tions on the issue of Soviet Jews. 
For obvious.business reasons he has 
been interested in stabilizing and 
strengthening the Soviet-American 
relationship. 

IRONICALLY, the deterioration in 
U.S. -Soviet relations after the inva- 
sion of Afghanistan resulted in this 
man perceiving new possibilities for 
releasing Prisoners of Zion. The 
Soviets, following their American 
friend’s advice, tried to improve 
their image in the U.S. in the hope 
that new chances would arise for 
lifting the American grain embargo. 
The release of a refusenik could en- 
courage movement in that direc- 
tion. 

In contrast to WJC sources, who 
argue that only Bronfman met with 
Soviet Ambassador Anatoly 
Dobrynin, the second group implies 
that, with the help of the oil man, it 
too has kept open channels to the 
Soviets, and that the NCSJ and a 
delegation from B’nai B’rith also 
met with the Soviet ambassador. 

During (he secret exchanges it 
was made clear by the Soviets that 
they wanted something in return for 
a release — the lifting of the grain 
embargo. The Jewish groups 
emphasized that there should be no 
linkage between the issue of the 
refuseniks and American-Soviet 
relations, although they wouldn’t 
oppose attempts by the oil man to 
lobby for the lifting of the embargo 


Correspondent Leon 
reports from New York. 
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Edgar Bronfman 

— which he did through his con- 
tacts with a Republican senator. 

In spite of initial signals from the 
new administration that it was will- 
ing to lift the embargo, it became 
clear after a few weeks that it was 
not in a hurry to move in that direc- 
tion. Suddenly, however, the 
leaders of the NCSJ received an 
urgent phone-call: a meeting had 
been scheduled with Dobrynin for 
Sunday, February 15 in 
Washington. 

Burt Levenson, the chairman of 
NCSJ, Jerry Goodman, the ex- 
ecutive director, and Eugene Gold, 
the former chairman, were at the 
meeting in addition to the oil man. 
There was an attempt to invite 
Bronfman, but he could not be 


located. Dobrynin, who was leaving 
for Moscow the next day, was 
handed a list of names of refuseniks 
whom the American Jews wanted 
released. At that stage it was 
already clear that Mendelevich was 
going to be allowed to leave. 

WHAT LED the Soviets to make 
the gesture, in spite of the fuel that 
they received no concessions from 
the American side, is not clear. 

As presented by WJC sources, 
the events leading to Mendelevich’s 
release revolved more or less 
around one man. Since the Nahum 
Goldmann era the WJC has been on 
good terms with the Soviets, who 
simplistically see the organization as 
something out of •The Protocols of 
the Elders of Zion. The fact that 
Edgar Bronfman, a rich and influen- 
tial Jew, was elected president of 
the WJC, strengthened this percep- 
tion. The Soviets, according to the 
WJC, expressed their interest in 
widening their business contacts 
with Bronfman, to the extent that 
his liquor company would distribute 
Russian vodka in North America, 
and that his oil-drilling company 
would play a role in their country. 

Bronfman, according to an aide, 
met "many times’’ with Dobrynin in 
the last months arid demanded the 
release of a few refuseniks. 
"Bronfman didn’t’ beg for their 
release," said ojie aide, "but 
emphasized that he was speaking 
from a position of strength," and 
the implications fo/ future business 
were made cleqr. A "strong 
friendship” developed between 
Bronfman and the ambassador, said 
the aide. 

On the eve of the WJC meeting in 
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lenst one of the points made by 
Tabenkin, representing the opposite 
opinion. He proclaimed that only 
one sovereignty exists over the ter- 
ritories to which Israel lays claim, 
the Israeli sovereignty. The Jews 
must espouse that principle con- 
sciously. Israel will be secure from 
Arab hostility when she is strong 
enough to make any attempt by the 
Arabs to destroy her too expensive 
to contemplate. Thai might be the 
lime (though Tabenkin did not say 
so) when the Arabs will start to 
proffer reasonable terms. 

He did not specify the area over 
which Israel claimed sovereignty. 
Perhaps he dared not. After all, he 
was ready to cede Arab autonomy 
on the West Bank, with the one 
qualification, that it did not impede 
Israel's military security. 

Yariv believes that a 
breakthrough must be achieved in 
the negotiations sooner or later. 
Time is not on Israel’s side. "If no 
progress is achieved," he said, “we 
shall have missed the opportunity 
afforded by the Camp David agree- 
ment and will revert to our former 
isolation in the Middle East, with 
•the Jewish presence based on armed 
force. 

"Alternatively a settlement may- 
be imposed on the disputing parlies 
by outside powers, and that solution 
is likely to be worse than one which 
is negotiated." 

But what if none can he 
negoiiuted, because of the PLO's ob- 
duracy? In that case, Tabenkin's 
policy comes into play: no panic 
and no surrender. Instead, faith in 
the Zionist cause. 

Israel must look to her defences, 
husband her resources, build up her 
strength — and wait patiently until 
the auguries are better for an 
equitable settlement. 

Jerusalem last month Dobrynin 
conveyed optimistic messages 
implying that a refusenik was going 
to be released as a good-will gesture 
to Bronfman and the congress - 
but that didn’t happen. A fortnight 
ago WJC officials were contacted 
about the release of Mendelevich. 
As u result, Israel Singer, an aide to 
Bronfmun, flew to Washington and 
met with Soviet officials, and later 
that evening flew to Vienna to 
prepare for Mendelevich's arrival. 
Soon afterwards newspapers that 
carried the story on the release 
emphasized, to the anger of the 
NCSJ and other Jewish groups, flat 
RronTmun and the WJ.C--W* re 
responsible for the release. 

IT WASN’T necessarily so, argue 
members of the other group. 

They imply that Singer, who found 
out that the NCSJ had met with 
Dobrynin, rushed to Washington 
the next day and met with the 
"Number Two" in the Soviet Em- 
bassy in order to prepare a deal 
which would make it possible for 
the WJC to portray the release as a 
"Bronfman project." This charge is 
of course denied by WJC sources. 

"We don’t deny the important 
role Bronfman played in the cam- 
' paign leading to the release 
Mendelevich,” said Jerry 
, Goodman, the executive director ot : 
i the NCSJ . "There were parallel I ac- 
i tivities on the issue. But to attribute 
the release only to Bronfman is a 
r distortion of history." 
t Goodman also denies that there 
t was a trade-off — the release oi 
1 Mendelevich in exchange Tor 

i business contacts between 

l Bronfman and the Soviets, 
t Other sources argue that the typ* 

1 of war between Jews that tM- 
release provoked, has onjy play^ 
n into it»» hands of the S oviets. __ 
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ASPECTS mi iiii i 

WHEN Charley Levine and Bobby 
'Brown, of Jerusalem, drove their 
"Israel Caravan" into Savannah, 
New Orleans, San Antonio, Rich- 
mond, Tampa and 16 other small- 
and medium-sized southern towns 
in the U.S. recently, the biggest sur- 
prise among the Jewish com- 
munities was that they hadn't come 
to collect money. 

Such places are well ploughed by 
United Jewish Appeal fund-raisers, 
but Israeli speakers — on the topics 
of Israel and Zionism — rarely 
reach spots with Jewish populations 
measured in the hundreds or thou- 
sands. 

The Israel Caravan project, 
backed by the World Zionist 
Organization’s department of infor- 
mation, with assistance from the 
American Zionist Federation and 
other bodies, was modelled on two 
similar "Zionism on the Road" ef- 
forts in Europe a few years ago. 

The aims, says Levine, a 28-year- 
old former American who works for 
the information department, were 
to raise Zionist consciousness 
among Jews in the area, encourage 
aliya and foster understanding of 
Israel and Zionism among Chris- 
tians. 

THE 35-DAY TRIP, with its 3,500- 
km route, was well planned. Mayors 
were informed beforehand, in a let- 
ter from Jerusalem Mayor Teddy 
Kollek, that the caravan was on the 
way. The two vans were equipped 
with audio-visual materials, 
pamphlets, books and a copy of the 
full-length Israeli movie on Enteb- 
be. Local Jewish community 
centres and organizations were in- 
formed, us were the local press. 

“Media coverage of such events 
are for the asking," says Levine, 
who, like Brown, is religious and 
lived on potato chips and yoghurt 
much of the time because of kashrut 
observance. “All you have to do is 
call up a TV or radio station in the 
morning, tell them you're there, and 
they say: ‘Can you be over in the 
studio in 10 minutes?”’ 

Because or such interest, Levine 
and Brown — as well as their young 
Argentinian- born technician Daniel 
Zydenberg (appearing before 
Spanish-speaking audiences) — 
reached a media audience they es- 
timate at 6.7 million. They appeared 
on 23 separate TV spots, a cable 


On the road for Zionism 



Melvin Hogg, Mayor of Newport News, Virginia, with Charley Levine (centre) and Bobby Brown. 


television interview show, and 
spoke to countless local newsmen, 

THE TWO reported that they 
switched on an outpouring of 
warmth for Israel and the Jewish 
people among the non-Jewish com- 
munity in the South, which, in the 
Reagan era, is conservative, home- 
oriented and Bible-loving. 

They were unofficially joined 
during their treks through Georgia 
and Texas by Reverend Jay Rawl- 
ings, a Christian activist living in 
Jerusalem, who made such pro- 
Isruel, unli-PLO and anti- 
Palestinian declarations before his 
audiences that the two emissaries 
almost felt embarrassed by his fer- 
vour. 

A frequent question from Chris- 
tian audiences was. "When arc you 
Jews going to build the Third Tem- 
ple instead oi-thfti-mvfcqucr 

"You have nothing to lose and 
much to gain by referring to the Bi- 
ble as the Jewish People’s providen- 
tial deed to Eretz Yisrael," say 
Levine and Brown. "Of course, one 
must bolster this argument with the 
full set of other arguments and 
facts. But to ignore or underplay 
this line of persuasion is to ignore 
one of our strongest cards. 

fheir listeners, they assert with 
absolute conviction, weren't in- 
terested much in the settlements is- 
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sue, or even in the Begin govern- 
ment. There was only a small 
amount of Arab heckling in the uni- 
versities they visited, but they were 
surprised by what they interpreted 
as the extremely lame and un- 
sophisticated level of PLO 
propaganda and advocates. 

THE MAYORS were very 
enthusiastic, and not one greeted 
the Israelis with anything less than 
keys to the city or pro-Israel 
proclamations. 

The lady mayor of Austin, Texas, 
hearing that Brown lives in a “set- 
tlement near Jerusalem culled 
Tek<m." hugged him and offered to 
sign a twin-cities’ agreement 
between her city and Brown's 
home. “Little did she know that 
there are about as many people liv- 
ing in Tckoa us people working in 
her city hall." 

Lack of time persuaded the two 
to cancel an appearance in Daytona 
Beach, Florida. When Levine in- 
formed the mayor, he was begged to 
go on as scheduled. The mayor 
opened city hall on Sunday, es- 
pecially in their honour, and 100 
people were outside wailing for 


them. 

Brown and Levine found Jews in 
these southern stales were ns 
enthusiastic ns (he anti-Moslem, 
fundamentalist Christians they en- 
countered. And the message of aliya 
was also well received. 

"They heaved a sigh or relief 
when they found that we hadn’t 
come to raise money," says Brown, 
who claims to have met 5,000 Jews 
face to face during the trip. 

THE FACT that Levine and Brown 
are both former American im- 
migrants left a strong impression, 
say the two emissaries. "Wc weren't 
viewed as foreigners, but us people 
who had fulfilled a pioneering 
dream," Levine recalls. 

They were surprised by the 
healthy number of aliya groups and 
new religious day schools in these 
towns. - - 

In their aliya pitch, they constant- 
ly stressed the idea, especially in 
meetings with parents, that Israel is 
a good, safe, democratic Jewish 
country: a place where children can 
be raised in a beneficial environ- 
ment and where they are less 
susceptible to the scourge or drugs, 
assimilation or crime. 

“We told them that Israel is the 
country of Jewish future,” says 
Levine, and very few people argued 
with that statement. 


The kibbutz 
from inside 


By YA’ACOV FRIEDLER. 
Jerusalem Post Correspondent 


TOURISTS curious about daily life 
on a kibbutz should make a beeline 
for Beit Ha’emek just below the 
foothills of Galilee. There they are 
welcome to sec the kibbutz on a 
short tour, have lunch in the com- 
munal dining room, and then, over 
enke and coffee, to hear a short talk 
about the kibbutz — all for a 
modest fee. 

Other kibbutzim have guest 
houses or special sections of their 
dining halls reserved for tourists, 
but nt Beil Ha'cmek, there is rio 
apartheid. Paying visitors queue up 
for the serve-yourscif-lunch along 
with the kibbuizniks and take their 
laden plates to tables where kib- 
buizniks also sit. Equality and 
fraternity for all even extends to 
cleaning up. The kibbutz tourist ser- 
vices officer, Sammy Goren, says 
that each tourist group is required 
to provide two or three volunteers 
to help with the washing-up. "And 
what's more they love it. Sometimes 
wc even provide a shelf in the 
kitchen to clean when a group has 
loo many eager volunteers." 

AFTER a lunch during which 
tourists are encouraged to have se- 
conds or even thirds, comes the 
short talk on the kibbutz and the 
kibbutz idea. 

Beil Ma’emck was founded in 
1049 hy a small group of Hungarian 
pioneers, but inemhcrs today repre- 
sent 27 nationalities, >p thers: is.tjo 
trouble finding someone to give the 
talk in the language required. Most 
of the kibbutz members, though, 
hail from English-speaking 
countries. 

The tour includes the kibbutz 
farm and its synagogue, where gen- 
tile tourists have remarked that this 
was the first lime they have really 
been able to understand what a syn- 
agogue is all about. 

Goren says the scheme has been a 
success. 


"DON’T end up here.” The mes- 
sage was concise and clear and 
came from people who knew whaj: 
they were speaking about, veteran 
convicts at Ramie Prison. 

It was a message conveyed to 10 
youngsters who were inside the 
prison — just visiting Ibis time — 
and then twice to listeners to Israel 
Radio's Second Programme. 

"From the outside, this place 
doesn't look bad," one of the boys 
said, offering a running narration of 
their lour. "A football field and 
flowers. But inside, that’s something 
else. Now they're searching us, all 
over our bodies; they make us take 
off our shoes and socks and they 
even search between our legs. We 
thought we were going to be 
visitors, but I feel like a real 
prisoner." 

The youngsters, all from 
Jerusalem, were not willing to 
reveal much about themselves to 
the radio interviewers. Some said 
they worked, though they wouldn’t 
say where or at what. All more. or 
less admitted to police records for 
burglary, theft, carrying unlawful 
weapons and other offences. Some 
said they had been caught ten times 
or more. 

First, they visited the cells known 
as “exes,” solitary acc ommod ation* 
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A warning in time 

Lea Levavi reports on an imaginative way of getting young 
offenders to go straight. 




for those prisoners who can’t get 
along in a group. For 23 hours a 
day, the inmate is alone is his cell, 
with one hour of exercise outside. 
The solitary confinement punish- 
ment cells are even smaller and go 
to prisoners who have committed 
disciplinary infractions. The 
prisoner is alone 24 |}ours a day and 
can be forced to stay there up to 
two weeks. “I can’t bear to see it," 
our narrator laid. "I'm going to 
stand outside the cell." 

Ultimately, they got to the' 
general cell bloc and went to have 
lunch with the prisoners. "The food 
looks strange,? our narrator said. 
“It looks like mashed potatoes and 
a sort of soup.*’ 

"That's the smallest piece of 
chicken I’ve ever seen," another 
boy commented. "It’s not enough 
for a grown nian.” 

ALL THE prisoners who spoke to 
the youngsters said the same thing, 
if in different words: "Just don’t end 


up here." 

"I started out like you did," one 
recalled.. "1 broke into houses and 
bragged about it. Now look at me. 
I’m 30 and the best years of my life, 
since I was 20, have been spent in 
this hell. I wish ( someone had taken 
me here when I was younger, I think 
if 1 had seen this place, I would have 
forgotten about crime." 

"I also thought my parents 
weren't worth much,” another said. 
"Now I know you should worship 
them day and night, even before 
you worship God. Listen to them, 
and don’t end up here.” 

"I swear by my freedom, which is 
the only thing dear to me, that this 
place is one step before the grave. 
It's the end of the line. You're at a 
crossroads; you can go in lots of 
directions, there are lots of trains 
you can take, ir you go the right 
way, you’ll be okay. If you go the 
wrong way, you’ll end Up here.” 

“The guards treat you however 
they feel like, If they have had a 
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hard lime at home, they take it out 
on you. Some of them arc robots, 
following orders without consider- 
ing anything. Some will beat you if 
they think you deserve it; they'll 
lake you where nobody will hear 
you scream. No, I'm not trying to 
scare you. I just want to tell you that 
there’s no second act in life, no 
chance to correct your mistakes. 

“It’s not only that you get here 
and have to serve time; even after 
you get out, your past is on record, 
and people will slam doors in your 
face because you were once in. 
prison. 

"Listen to me. If you want adven- 
ture and excitement, climb a moun- 
tain, or ski down a mountain or do 
something else where you can only 
hurt yourself, not others. Stop and 
think about the people who suffer 
when you steal. I once wanted to 
break into an old man's house, and 
then I stopped to think how hard he 
works for the little money he has, 
and I decided not to do it... 

“Maybe we’ll meet again some- 
day. Maybe you'll be a carpenter, or 
the mechanic who'll fix my car. 
Maybe we’ll meet on a plane on our 
way to Europe, who knows. I'll be 
glad to hear that you succeeded, 
and 1 hope we do meet — just as 
long as it isn’t here." 
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THE ARTS 


Fools in paradise Cellist’s holiday 


WONDERFUL THINGS arc hap- 
pening these days on the stage or 
the Cumcri Theatre. Angels, male 
and female, are flying through the 
air with the greatest of ease. Impor- 
tant personages such as Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, and King David 
and his son Solomon, among others, 
come and go about their business. 

We are. us the reader might have 
guessed, in Paradise. The one 
dreamed up by the Yiddish poet h- 
zik Manger, translated and adapted 
for the stage by Ya'acov Shabtai, 
with tunes by Sasha Argov, staged 
by Shmuel Bunim, decorated (I use 
the word advisedly) by David 
Sharir. employing a cast of 18, with 
three musicians in the pit. Whot 
their cumulative effort amounts to 
is a travesty of Itzik Manger, and 
one long, bad joke. Nevertheless A 
Paradise Tale is going to be one of 
the Cameri's hits of the season. 





Shmuel Bunim... a hit on his hands 

The difference between Manger’s 
conception of Paradise and its 
denizens and that of his Hebrew- 
stage adapters is this: while the 
Yiddish poet treated those per- 
sonages with love based on 
familiarity, pulling them off their 
pedestals to make them accessible 
and human, Shabtai, Bunim and Co. 
show them as a bunch of idiots, 
lechers and gluttons. All King 
David has on his mind is pinching 
the bottom of every passing girl; 
Isaac is obsessed with his portion or 
meat at the banquet when the Mes- 


THEATRE 
Mendel Kohansky 

siah comes; Abraham is a pompous 
windbag; and King Solomon is a 
stupid show-off. 

The hero of the story h the un- 
seen Shor Habar (no stage is large 
enough to contain him), the huge ox 
destined to be slaughtered to feed 
the righteous when the Messiah 
comes. Hearing that the Messiah is 
about to arrive, the ox runs off and 
crosses the border over to the 
Paradise of the gentiles. Isaac is 
frantic, and negotiations begin with 
St. Paul, the man in charge there, 
for the return of the animal. The 
negotiations on the Jewish side are 
conducted by King Solomon, who 
has much experience in diplomacy, 
and is also the only one there who 
speaks Latin (Paul, born Saul of 
Tursus, also spoke Hebrew, or 
Aramaic, but never mind), which 
gives adapter Shabtai an oppor- 
tunity to make the kind of jokes I 
remember from my school days. 

Negotiations successfully con- 
cluded. the unimal is brought back 
and everybody is happy, except for 
the young ungel Shmuel Abba who 
was sent to fetch it. While sojourn- 
ing among the gentiles, he fell in 
love with the pretty Anusha, but 
had to leuve her. 

I guess that hidden somewhere in 
the show is a message, something 
about the gross muterinlism of those 
supposed to be the keepers of the 
morals, about Jewish attitudes 
towards the gentiles; but 
smothered under all the claptrap, 
the message is hardly discernible. 

Dominating the show are the 
numerous sets by David Sharir, 
nostcard-preity, in the artist's over- 
done pseudo-oriental manner (they 
reminded me of Shark's mural in 
one of the buildings of Tel Aviv 
University which I frequently visit). 
The mind boggles at the cost of it all 
— the sets, the flying machinery and 
the costumes by Tova Kleiner, 
which are as overdone as the sets 
and the acting. 


UZI WIESE L, our foremost cellist 
and cello teacher, is on a prolonged 
sabbatical in the U.S. Of course, he 
is taking a busman's holiday; 
teaching at the State University of 
New York, at Stony Brook, Long 
Island, which teaches only graduate 
students for their master's degree. 

Uzi was born in Tel Aviv. His 
only vanity is that he does not want 
to disclose the year of his birth — he 
looks 35, but the figures could well 
be the other way round. 

Wiesel will be back here again in 
March — he has just finished a 
series of concerts with the 
Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra 
— in order to perform with the Tel 
Aviv Quartet. 

For the past three summers, he 
has spent three weeks at the inter- 
national summer camp at Bayreuth, 
where about 500 young musicians 
between the ages of 18 and 25 learn, 
play chamber music and join the 
orchestra. As the students come 
from 22 countries, including the 
Eastern Bloc (except the USSR) he 
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Uzi Wiesel 

was worried at first about how they 
would take to a teacher from Israel. 
But everything has gone fine, and 
he regards this experience as one of 
the most stimulating and valuable of 
his life. 

After his second visit to Israel, 
this year, he will give a master class 
at the Lincoln Centre in New York 


At the concert halls 

An occasional column to give an idea of what is happening In the concert 
halls of Israel. The list is not complete. 


Jerusalem 

CHAMBKR MUSIC — Zvia Lilevsky, mezzo- 
soprano. Ytitml Kaniinkowiky, violin, Jeiper 
Pedersen, piano. Works by Brahms, 
Schumann. Buch. .(Anglican School.) 

JERUSALEM CAMERATA - Baroque 
music on original instrument. Walter Reiter, 
violin. CBrole Ccraji. harpsichord. Etty 
Rosenthal, recorders, Brigitte Sulem. viola. 
Works by Corctlc. Couperin. Rameau and 
Leclair. (Tzavta. 38 King George.) 

BEETHOVEN ON BEETHOVEN - Trio op 
38 idler Septet op. 30. Trio in U Major after 
Symphony no.2. op. 36. (Israel Museum, Sun- 
day) 

NOON CONCERT - Baroque music on 
original instruments performed by the Baro- 
que Ensemble or the Hebrew University 
Musicology Department. (Hebrew University, 
Wise Auditorium, Monday.) 

JERUSALEM STRING QUARTET — Works 
I by BlocH, Haydn, Mozart. (Studio Plus, Beth 
Rothschild, Jewish Quaner, Saturday.) 


BAROQUE & FOLK MUSIC — Danny 
Schwurtzmun. flute and piano. Cilia Jaacobi 
and Ofer Seta, flute. (Jan's Tea Gullcry. 
alongside Jerusalem Theatre, Tuesday ut 9.30 
p.m.l 

JERUSALEM SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
— Mendi Rodun conductor. Jerome 
Lowenihul. piano. Gad Lewertoff, viola 
Boskoviich: Semitic Suite: Bartok: Concert. > 
no. I for piano and orchestra: Berlioz 
“Harold in liuly (Jerusalem Thcuire. Tues- 
day. Wednesday and Thursday) 

ORGAN RECITAL - blivihcth Knlofl pl.it. 
works by Buch. Alain. Rhemherger. Puhoo. 
(Redeemer’s Church, Old City, Thursday at 8 
p-m.l 


Tel Aviv area 

THE ISRAEL QUARTET - Yigul Tuna, 
Efrnim Marcus, violins, Ze’cv Steinberg, 
viola, Ya'acov Menze, cello, with Eli Even, 
clarinet. Works by Bartok and Brahms. (Tel 
Aviv Museum.) 


on Bach's six sonatas for cello solo 
(actually for viola da gamba) one of 
his specialities, which he loves to 
perform in two recitals. 

Wiesel is anxious to dispel the 
rumour that he has left the country 
for good. But after 20 years of con- 
centrated teaching, performing as a 
soloist and with the Tel Aviv 
Quartet, he felt he needed a break, 
to relax, to have some time off for 
himself, to read, to learn new music, 
to study at leisure, and generally, to 
feel a free man again. 

The reason he is postponing his 
return to Israel to live, is that his 
son, a very gifted pianist, is enrolled 
at the Curtis Institute of Music in 
Philadelphia. Arnon, now 19, ap- 
peared in the ‘Young Artists 
Concert’ of the Jerusalem 
Symphony Orchestra in the summer 
of 1977 and made a very favourable 
impression. He has been accepted 
at Curtis as one of the very few stu- 
dents out of dozens of candidates. 
Of course, Uzi wants to be near his 
son for a time to give him a sense of 
security (every Jewish father is also 
a Jewish mother!), and therefore 
will stay on in the U.S. a little longer 
before coming back home. p 


EVENING OK CHOPIN AND LISZT - 
Nelanyu Dovrul, soprano, Maurice Goilitzcr. 
piano. (Tel Aviv Museum. Tuesday) 

ISRAEL HARP TRIO - Un Shoham. Ruth 
Mj'uyuni and Duvid (.hen play works by 
Telemann. Buch. Debussy and Greek folk 
tongs. (Tel Aviv Museum. Saturday ai 5.30 

p.m.l 

VHIOM TRIO — Vicwr Dcrcvianko. pianu. 
Dora Schwnnzburg. violin. M.irk Drobinskv. 
cello, piny works by Hrahins. Ravel. 
Tchaikovsky. (Beil Aricla. Wednesday) 

ISRAEL CHAMBER ORCHESTRA - 
CTiiudc Prank, conductor. Corelli: Concern* 
Grosso, op. b. no. 5. Schubert "Trout" Quin- 
let f**r pi aim nnd si rings. Mx.'arl Piano Con- 
certo no 18. k 43h. (Id Aviv Museum. Wed- 
nesduy and Thuriduyj 

DANCE 

H ATM IKY A IIANCK COMPANY - Like a 
Rolling Slone (Nunnu Alcakuvskyi. Pored 
( Robert Cuhnn); Song of Mv People — Foresi 
People - Sen (John Crnnkol. (Jerusalem 
Thcuire. Monday; Tel Aviv Nuchntnm, Wed- 
nesday und Thursday) 

ON DANCE — The Royal Bullet in a Him 
directed by Paul C /inner. Performances of 
Swun Luke mid The Firebird. (Jerusalem. 
Isruel Museum, Wednesday ul 8.30 p.m.) 


FIRST PRINTING 
SOLD OUT! 
SECOND PRINTING 
ON SALE! 
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CELEBRATE PESSAH WITH 
THE JERUSALEM POST 
BILINGUAL ILLUMINATED 

PESSAH HAGGADAH 

The full Seder service in Hebrew and English. Published by Carta 
of Jerusalem. All drawn by hand by Shoshana Walker. A work of 
art in traditional style. 104 pages of coated art paper, all in six 
colours including gold. Each page is an individual illuminated 
manuscript. Size 11x8 inches (27x20 cm). Laminated, full colour 
hard cover. Coloured end papers. 

Special Price until Pessah 

USA, Canada (direct from New York Office) U8S2B.B0 

By Air Mall from Jerusalem. Europe USS27.B0. other countries US$30. 

■ To: The Jerusalem Post 

1 110 East 69 St.. New York, NY 10022 (for USA and Canada readers) 
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Bridget Riley (b. 1931): "Streak 1979, acrylic on linen f from " Recent Acquisitions" at the Israel Museum). 

Garden of delights 


Meir Ronnen 


THE Israel Museum's current dis- 
play of its recent acquisitions is a 
veritable garden of delights, 
evidence both of this museum's ex- 
traordinary ability to attract dona- 
tions and bequests of the very first 
rank as well as the informed taste of 
its curators in accepting and 
purchasing (with the aid of donated 
funds) only works of real quality. 
Some extraordinary generosities are 
also involved, which surely go 
beyond uny considerations of tax 
breaks. 

The show covers the entire runge 
of modernism, from impres- 
sionism to the New Painting of the 
Eighties. It divides quite naturally 
into a number of sections. Opening 
the show is a splendid Vuillard in- 
terior, which has been on show in 
the Impressionist wing. It is 
backed by a rather stiff landscape 
by Paul Serusier (1863-1927). Near- 
by is a group of important Israeli 
paintings from the late Twenties, by 
Streichman, Caslel, Ticho and 
Lubin, the latter a delightful 
transliteration of a Perugino. The 
earliest is an oil of the Jaffa 
clocktower, 1920, by Paid!. There is 
also an early Mairowich. 

Two watercolours dominate the 
European modernists nearbyu.au 
magnificent Kandinsky from the 
Bauhaus period and a typical Julius 
Bissier from the late Fifties. Op- 
posite are some splendid graphics, 
notably an elegantly minimal Miro 
and a litho on foil by Appel. A 
neighbouring colour print collage 
based on a simple displacement, by 
Jerusalem's Larry Abramson, hotds 
Its own in their presence. 

A considerable section is devoted 
to photography, from an early Ansel 
Adams of a storm in the mountains 
to a Tapies-like silver print by 
America's Aaron Sisking and a 
colour landscape by Jerusalem's 
Neil Folberg. 

The biggest — and brightest — 
Israeli contribution is a solidly con- 
ceived abstract oii by Lea Nike!, the 
clearest statement she has made in 
years. H is contrasted with another 
large vertical painterly abstraction 
painted in industrial enamel paint 
by Edward Avedisian (U.S). Op- 
posite, an op-art hard-edge painting 
by Bridget Riley (U.K.), a throw- 
back to an earlier and famous 
period seems to undulate and move 
like a Chinese kite. Near it is an ex- 
ample of Barbara Rose* choice for 


the Eighties: one of Oeorges Noel’s 
huge “Palimpsests'* series, artfully 
fitted together like an intelligence 
test. 

The smallest sculpture is a little 
Egyptian-like iron torso by the late 
Julio Gonzales; the biggest a 
painted wooden family by Marisol 
Escobar (U.S.). There is also an in- 
teresting little space age set-up by 
Ernst Trova (U.S.) Its coldness con- 
trasts with a large, luscious “Great 
A m e r i c » n Nude" by Tom 
Wcssclnutn, done in stuffed vinyl. 

The show closes with Israeli 
graphics and drawings, all in sombre 
mood, by Shemi, Gross. Gitlin, 
C.vhen-Gan and Kupferman. Ac- 
tually each of «-wvm iliun BO ex- 
hibits merits a mention. A most en- 
joyable show. (Israel Museum, 
Lower Entrance Gallery). 
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Israel Paldl (1891-19791: "Jaffa 
Clocktower," oils, 1920. 

“VISITING ARTISTS” is a review 
of nine projects and exhibitions in 
Jerusalem and at the Israel 
Museum, by nine visiting artists of. 
international renown. As most of 
the projects were either monumen- 
tal or huge installations, they are 
chiefly represented here with ma- 
quettes and a few individual pieces; 
but each project is accorded a wall 
panel comprising photographs and a 
terse bilingual description, as well 
as hinged frames holding 
catalogues, and press reviews. 

The idea of bringing great names 
here to respond to the environment 
and, where possible, to execute pro- 
jects tn situ, inaugurated during the 
pioneering reign of Yona Fischer 
(Still very active os adviser to the 
museum) and also actively pursued 
by Teddy Kollek and Chief Curator 
Martin Weyl, was an excellent one, 
made possible by the generosity of a 



number of Friends of the Museum 
abroad. It gave Israelis not only the 
chance to keep abreast of develop- 
ments and to see what the great 
were doing, but also to personally 
question and, occasionally, even to 
assist them. 

First to arrive, in 1971', was Jean- 
Pierre Raynaud (France) who made 
one of his “psycho-objects'' outside 
the museum, using 4,000 red flower 
pots. He was followed in 1972 by 
Niki de St. Phalle (France) who 
built her “Golem," the enjoyable 
8-metre high playground-slide sculp- 
ture in Kiryat Yovel. In 1974 came 
pop-propltcl Robert Rauschenberg 
(U.S. A.), accompanied by a young 
entourage who, in just a fortnight, 
helped him create a huge show of 
sculptural installations out of local 
“found” materials. 

The following year, Sol Lewitl 
came here from New York and with 
the aid of student and museum staff 
volunteers, executed three large 
murals made of coloured lines en- 
coded in a set of do-it-yourself in- 
structions recorded in a diagram- 
matic catalogue. Around the same 
time Alexander Calder came to 
Jerusalem from France to choose a 
site for an enormous stabile. It was 
eventually erected in 1977 at Hol- 
land' Square on the Kiryat Yovel 
road overlooking Ein Karem, in the 
presence of the artist's widow, 
Calder having died before its com- 
pletion in. France. 

Next to come here, in 1979, was 
pioneer conceptualist Dennis Op- 
penheim (U.S.A.), who in three 
weeks created four installations at 
the museum, one outdoors. His 
enigmatic multi-message concep- 
tual sculptures have no single mean- 
ing to them, but several were clearly 
associated with the Holocaust; on 
show here Is the smallest piece, an 
Auschwitz-like structure entitled 
“Shape Transmission Chamber for 
the Ultimate Smoke Signal." 

Last year was a busy one. First 
came Sheila Hicks’ (U.K.) “Free 
Fall,” an environment of textiles 
and textile materials. Hicks, who 
created connections with and 
between Israeli “thread people," 
also created a hanging for the next 
project, Mathias Ooerltz' (Mexico) 
unusual community centre at 
Talpiot East, conceived as a sculp- 
ture a9 well as a building, intended 
as part of a play-labyrinth complex. 
Last but not least was Deborah But- 
terfield's (U.S.A.) visit; in the 
course of only a few weeks, she 
created five of her famous horse 
sculptures out of found materials, 




Ernest Trova (b. 1927): detail of "U Landscape." 1968. 



Kandinsky (1886-1944): "Strange," 1929. watercolour. Ink. 


some specifically Arab and Israeli. 
Nailed, welded and wired together 
from building jetsam, her sculptures 
are uncannily the essence of the 
horse. For sheer visual pleasure, the 
work of Butterfield, the youngest of 
the nine, sweeps the Field. 

While the individual information 
panels are excellent, the show, 
which lines both sides of the enor- 
mous Speit us Gallery,' is laid out 
without any imagination what- 
soever. Further, the horses (save the 
one in the entrance) are badly sited; 
you don't see them at anything like 
their best until you traverse the en- 
tire hall and move to one side. Then 
again, the Lewitt panel is too far 
away, from the actual murals. The 
large entrance wall containing the 
blowups of the artists themselves 
should have been moved Into the 
gallery proper, establishing a better 
connection arid a walling-in of the 
nebulous vacuum between the two 
sides of the exhibit. (Israel 
Museum). Till end March. □ 



Harvey Quaytman fb. 1937): 
Regina." 1977, oils. 
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"Danzig Jews In the Synagogue" (1869) by Wilhelm Stryjowskl, from 
" Danzig 1939 : Treasures of a destroyed community" ( Wayne Slate Uni- 
versity Press for the Jewish Museum/New York), the catalogue of the re- 
cent exhibition. In July, 1939, more than 300 Jewish ceremonial objects, 
Including the outstanding Lesser Gleldzlnskl Collection, were sent from 
Danzig to the Jewish Theological Seminary of America for safekeeping. 


Running commentary 


BOOKS ii ■ ■■■■■■■■■— 

ISRAEL IS A giant enigma, not 
only to tourists and new immigrants. 
Leon Fine's offering is rather more 
than a spate of platitudes, and 
makes good reading even for long- 
time residents. After living here ten 
years, I expected to skim through it 
with a rather superior air and pass it 
off with a clichi: “Will make an 
enlightening gift for tourists." 

However, \ found myself engross- 
ed: chuckling at old Israeli jokes 
which, nevertheless, I had either 
forgotten or not heard before (e.g.; 
Israeli definition of WASP: White 
Ashkenazi Sabra with Protekzial 
Why do Israeli men climax so 
quickly? They're in a hurry to rush 
off and tell their friends.), and 
repealing every few pages, “Yes, 
that's exactly how it is,’* with a kind 
of wonderment that he’d captured 
the Israeli scene so succintiy. I also 
learnt a few things from the 
chapters on “The System” and 
"Who’s Who in Politics,” which 
guide you through the maze of 
Israel's political system, in an intel- 
ligent and pithy way. 

Leon Fine, who came on aliyn 
from America in 1961, is n lawyer 
who has been involved with plan- 
ning and implementing leadership 
programmes for developing 
countries, as well as lecturing exten- 
sively about Israel here and in the 
U.S.A. His own experiences in 20 
years of living here are en capsuled 
in the final chapter: "Fine’s Rule," 
consisting of seven workable princi- 
ples for facing uniquely Israeli 
problems and situations. With 
amusing illustrations by Aharon 
Shcvo, the book offers stimulating 
commentary and fresh insights into 
this distinctly to normali society in 
which we live. 

WILLIAM FRANK.EL, a former 
editor of the London Jewish Chroni- 
cle, has had many opportunities to 
observe Israel at first hand. Israel 
Observed demonstrates his under- 
standing of the institutions which 
structure our society and determine 


“WrLL THE REAL ISRAEL 
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Fine. Tel Aviv, Pelmas/Maasada. 
304 pp. IS 39.20. 

ISRAEL OBSERVED by William 
Frankei. London, Thames and 
Hudson. 288 pp., £7.93 
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ISRAEL edited by Emanuel Marx. 
London, Academic Press. 290 pp., 
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WALKING THROUGH ISRAEL 
by Daniel Gavron. Boston, 
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its policies — to the extent that 
anyone can understand our illogical 
complexities. However, he has done 
his homework and the result is a 
concise account of the workings of 
our parliament and electoral 
system, the religious establishment 


and labour relations, the press and 
the IDF. It is, in fact, quite a 
scholarly work and aptly sub-titled 
Ap Anatomy of the State. 

The part I enjoyed the most, 
however, was the introduction, 
where he recounts a conversation 
with an Israeli friend about the 
writing of the book. His companion 
re marks .that there are rules even in 
a lunatic asylum. When you con- 
sider how Israelis have learned to 
live with our runaway inflation, you 
must agree that this is so. 

Although Israelis won’t learn 
much new from this book, it makes 
a handy reference and will 
doubtless be a great aid to people 
overseas who delight in the sport of 
Israel-watching. 

IN CONTRAST, A Composite 
Portrait of Israel was produced by 
the Department of Sociology and 
Anthropology at Tel Aviv Univer- 


sity, with contributions by 10 
academics, six of them local. 

The aim of the book Is to draw a 
social-anthropological portrait of 
contemporary Israel. By studying 
individual societies such as the 
Labour Party, the port workers at 
Ashdod, a kibbutz, a slum area, etc., 
it attempts to illuminate the wider 
society. 

Most of the studies stem from the 
Bernstein Israel Research Project, 
originally conceived as a study of 
the adaptation of new immigrants, 
from diverse cultural backgrounds. 
The book is the result of 10 years’ 
work by 10 anthropologists, each 
study representing one facet of the 
nation. Each avoids.the error of try- 
ing to draw sweeping generaliza- 
tions. Although the book was not 
designed for light reading, the 
material is fascinating both to the 
professional and to the layman, 
because it gives deep insights fnto 
our society by objective researchers 
who have no axe to grind. 

IN A LIGHTER VEIN, we have 
Walking Through Israel. 

This is the kind of travel book I 
really enjoy. Without having to 
engage in any exertion myself, 1 can 
still benefit from the mosaic of ex- 
periences to be found only by 
traversing our wonderful country on 
foot. 

The descriptions are vivid of the 
settlements on the borders, 
development towns, kibbutzim and 
moshavim — places that too often 
the city-dweller does not get to see. 
Gavron, a reporter for Kol Israel, 
has a delightful sense of humour 
and an outgoing personality that 
obviously made him a welcome 
guest with nationalist Arabs, 
religious Jews, and West Bank set- 
tlers. Woven among the anecdotes 
is an erudite knowledge of our 
history, both recent and biblical. 
This is an eminently readable and 
thoroughly enjoyable trip through 
Israel. □ 


Unrealistic 

MISHNAH BERURAH (Com- 
mentary to Code of Jewish 
Law) by Israel Meir Ha-Cohen 
(Hafetz Hayyim). English Transla- 
tion of Volume 3, Chapters 242-273, 
edited by Aharon Feldman. 
Jerusalem, Feldheim Publishers, 
388pp. IS 78. 


MISHNAH BERURAH is a 
six-volume masterpiece which took 
its author 37 yeaTS to complete. 
It was published between 1884 and 
1912. Rabbi Israel Meir Ha-Cohen 
brilliantly and succinctly 
synthesized over 400 years of in- 
tellectual productivity by scholars 
in Jewish daily law. He refuted the 
notion that Jewish law is frozen. 
Orthodox Jesvish scholars and 
laymen regard Mishnah Berurah as 
the authoritative interpretation of 
the first section of Joseph Caro's 
Shulhan Arukh, which deals with 
laws of daily concern. Sabbath, 
prayer, holidays, and so on. 

The translation is of roughly one- 
t hird of volume three of Mishnah 
Berurah. on Sabbath laws. This 
is the first of a projected 15 
volumes. The present translation is 
concise, accurntc, and readable. 

THE PROBLEM with this book is 
the question of its usefulness. 

It was not the intention of the 
author of Mishnah Berurah to 
provide coherent narration, enter- 
taining reading, or philosophical or 
mid rush ic information. A book of 
this kind must be studied 
scrupulously, line by line; it requires 
both interest mul discipline. If a 
serious reader has to so severely tax 
himself, why shouldn't he try to 
master the original Hebrew 
volume? The less serious student 
will delude himself if be believes 
that his cusuul reading of the trans- 
lation has value. □ 

HILLEL GOLDBERG 


Silence of the See 


VATICAN POLICIES during 
World War II, especially in the light 
of the Holocaust, have already 
drawn the attention of many 
historians. The justification for this 
latest study is the Vatican's waiver 
of the 75-year rule for its archives, 
making available the files for the 
delicate war years. This vast new 
documentation has thrown light on 
uclions and attitudes which 
previously could not be explained 
from primary sources. 

The author of this work is an 
American Catholic priest who is 
professor In the department of 
religious studies at Seton Hall 
University, New Jersey (a major 
centre of ecumenical research in 
the U.S.). At the outset, he frankly 
puts the challenge with which he 
was faced; if it is shown that papal 
diplomacy primarily defended 
Church interests, and only minimal- 
ly, more humanitarian concerns, 
then Vatican diplomacy must be 
judged to have failed. 

Morlcy's analysis leads him 
regretfully but ineluctably to such a 
conclusion. He reaches it following 
a couniry-by- country survey, ex- 
amining the activities of the Vatican 
representatives, studying (heir 
I runic of reference and (heir deeds. 

The main pattern is that the pupal 
nuncio*, spoke out and actively in- 
tervened primarily when those af- 
fected were Jews who had been 
baptized. This points to a soutcc of 
basic conflict between the Church 
and 1 h e Nazis. The Nazis 
propounded «t race identification, 
whereby a racial identity (such as 
Jewish) was hereditarily acquired at 


VATICAN DIPLOMACY AND 
THE JEWS DURING THE 
HOLOCAUST 1939-1943 by John 
F. Morley. New York, Ktav, 327 pp. 
No price staled. 

Geoffrey Wigoder 


birth and could in no way be ex- 
punged, for example, by baptism. 
The Church's belief was in a faith 
identification, and a Jew who had 
accepted baptism put himself in the 
Church’s orbit and under its protec- 
tion. 

Sometimes, the papal nuncios 
would make a personal decision to 
go beyond the lines laid down by 
Rome, which were seldom decisive 
or activist. An outstanding example 
was in Rumania, where the nuncio, 
Archbishop Andrea Cassulo, had 
initially followed the official line 
and intervened only for baptized 
Jews, in (he naive narrow-minded 
conviction that God’s plan in all this 
was to increase the number of 
Jewish converts. Yet when deporta- 
tions began in 1942, he openly 
protested and intervened on behalf 
of Transnislrian Jewry. In fact, the 
Jewish leaders came to consider 
him a key ally and credited him with 
the safe survival of a large part of 
Rumanian Jewry. 

But Cussulo was exceptional and 
Morley finds little evidence of con- 
sistent humanitarianism elsewhere. 


The nuncios were humane men who 
were doubtless aggrieved by the 
deportations and their implications, 
but did not pull their full moral 
weight in an effort to prevent them. 

IN SOME PLACES, the record was 
particularly depressing. The nuncio 
in Germany, who repeatedly spoke 
up on Church matters, never in- 
tervened on behalf of Jews. This 
may reflect his own anti- Jewish pre- 
judices; but it also reflects the in- 
structions received from Rome, 
which never alluded to Germany’s 
Jewish policy. 

Similarly in France, the Jews 
were of little concern to the nuncio 

— although Morley feels that here a 
strong protest may have had some 
effect, in view of Plain's need for 
cooperation with the Church. 

In Slovakia, Monsignor Roncalli 

— later Pope John XXII l — did 
make humanitarian efforts on 
behalf of Jews. But here the docu- 
ments have a disappointment for 
there who admire this remarkable 
p'.sonality. This stems from his 
reluctance to help Jews escape to 
Palestine out of his concern lest a 
Jewish majority be created there. 
He felt that any notion of Jewish 
rule in Palestine was visionary and 
utopian, and that the Holy See 
should not help Jews to realise their 
messianic dreams. 

However, when his humanity 
prevailed and he informed the 


Vatican assistant secretary of state. 
Monsignor Tardini, that Britain was 
prepared -to allow a certain number 
of Jewish children into Palestine, he 
was told that the Vatican had never 
approved making Palestine a Jewish 
home and that it was more sacred 
for Catholics than it was for Jews. 

The Vatican’s secretary of state, 
Cardinal Maglione, expressed con- 
cern over the possibility of a Jewish 
majority, and this concern related 
not only to the fate of the Holy 
Places but also to the offence to 
Catholic piety. 

In general, it appears that the 
needs and sufferings of the Jews 
were of little importance to Car- 
dinal Maglione. He probably 
already knew of the mass killings in 
1941, but in 1942 he was still giving 
the impression that the reports 
might be only propaganda. He did 
lake certain steps on behalf of 
Jewish groups who appealed to him 
— but by no means all that were 
possible. 

WHAT ABOUT the Pope, Pius 
XII? Ever since the storm over 
Hochhuth’s play The Deputy, his role 
has been a subject of controversy. 
Morley concludes that he was not 
motivated by malevolence or anti- 
Semitism but was unable to depart 
from cherished concepts.' Reserve 
and prudence were the criteria of 
papal diplomacy. 

In Tact, the Pope failed not only 
the Jews, but also many of his own 
flock who were cruelly treated by 
the Germans. Pius was as silent on 
the Fate of Poland's Catholics as on 
that of the Jews. In no other country 
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Pope Plus XII 


were Christians treated so badly, 
and the Pope said and did little on 
their behalf. 

REASONS have been advanced for 
the Pope's reticence. He feared J 
Bolshevism more than he distrusted 
Nazism, which was seen as the les- 
ser of the two evils. He was aware of 
the vast Catholic stake — in human j 
and material terms — in lands under i 
Nazi domination. In addition, he 
was heir to 19 centuries of Christian 
theology in which, to put it mildly. i 
Jewish welfare was not a high 
priority. 

Looking at the record, Father 
Morley, for one, is highly critical 
and sceptical. He pinpoints the 
question not in the number of lives 
saved, but in the raising of a moral 
voice. Here he feels the Pope could J 
have had a much more powerful im- : 

pact — and here he failed. a ’ 

Published weekly • 1-7, 1981 


LIVING — . — ■■ 

DO W§ EAT too much? As a 'na- 
tion, no — according to statistics. 
As individuals, especially the better- 
off among us, some of us certainly 
do. 

The most recent study of levels of 
nutrition in Israel lists average 
national caloric intake at 96 per 
cent of the generally accepted al- 
lowances. Only in the three upper 
economic deciles (the top 30 per 
cent of the population) does the in- 
take exceed 100 per cent of recom- 
mended allowances. And only in the 
top 5 per cent economic bracket 
does caloric intake hit 1 10 per cent 
— the level at which excessive 
calories “may produce undesirable 
results in the form of overweight 
and its harmful side-effects.'’ 

Conversely, only in the lowest 5 
per cent bracket does the caloric in- 
take fall to a low 77 per cent of the 
recommended allowance. A caloric 
intake of 80 to 99 per cent is con- 
sidered adequate for health, as the 
recommended allowances include 
very large margins of safety. Except 
for the lowest 5 percentile, the rest 
of our population was consuming 91 
per cent of the recommended al- 

luwam.c or more, at the lime of the 
last survey. 

THE REPORT, though only 
published in 1980, is based on infor- 
mation collected in 1975/76 by the 
Centra) Bureau of Statistics on 
be half of Dr. Sarah Bavly and its 
other authors, who represented the 
College of Nutrition and Home 
Economics and the Hebrew 
U niversily-Hadassah Medical 
School. 

Interestingly, caloric consump- 
tion in 1975/76 was somewhat down 
from that found in the previous sur- 
vey in 1968/69. Then the national 
average caloric intake was said to be 
104 per cent of the recommended 
allowance, while the upper tenth ot 


Calories galore 


By Martha Meisels 



the population was consuming 
calorics to the tunc of 121 per cent 
of recommended levels 
Both these reports ended with a 
recommendation that "in the upper 
economic strain and also among 
certain communities, more alien- 
lion shuiild be paid in the need for 
restraint in consumption of foods 
pr<»\ liline l.iruc amoimis »«1 c il-Ties. 
such as tuts and-sugar. in. order to 


combat the growing tendency to ex- 
cessive calorie intake." 

HAVE RECENT in ere uses in food 
prices led to a reduction in the 
n mount we cat? It would be in- 
teresting to know, but there arc no 
conclusive siuiktics as yet. except 
ihov: I n»m the Milk Product in it and 
Marketing Niurd. which claims that 
liquid milk consumption decreased 


13 per cent in the year after sub- 
sidies were lifted, while consump- 
tion of costly butter and hard 
cheese went down even more 
drastically. 

The major supermarket chains 
report that people are not buying 
less in total quantity, but some in- 
dicate thui food-buying patterns 
have shifted somewhat from the 
more expensive products to cheaper 
ones. A spokesman for the Dan 
Region Consumer Cooperative 
chain told me that sales are up in 
bread, the cheaper white cheeses, 
and fresh fruits and vegetables, 
while they are down in meat, 
poultry, fish, the more expensive 
dairy products, tinned fruits and 
vegetables, imported goods, bakery 
products and sweets. He said "(he 
consumer has become more selec- 
tive'' lately, but he did not think 
that people were eating less. 

At the Superset chain, merchan- 
dising manager Mordechai Kreiner 
reports fewer changes in shopping 
habits, though he admits that "the 
shopping basket mix may be chang- 
ing somewhat. ” Fewer ready- 
prep iircd frozen foods are being 
purchased, with the exception of 
vegetables. But otherwise Supersol 
shoppers have not altered their 
purchases greatly, and the chain 
claims that even its sales of milk 
have remained stable over the past 
year or so. He also usserts that “im- 
ported items are not necessarily lux- 
uries." and points out that “im- 
ported jams, tinned fruits and tin- 
ned fall are often cheaper than their 
local equivalents. 

THE TENDENCY lor average 
caloric consumption t » > drop 
between 1 y69 and 1976 may have a 
lot to do with the increasing intcresi 
in weight control and diet program- 
mes as Israel society develops in af- 
fluence arid sophistication. 


JEWISH COOKING is a state of 
mind. For some it may be gefilte fish 
and blintzcs, for others albondigas, 
or a hot curry or artichokes fried in 
a special way. 

Despite my great affection for the 
cuisine of the Middle East, there is a 
special place in my heart for the 
kind of food my mother used to 
make, dishes that she learned from 
her mother who brought them with 
her to America from a village in the 
province of Minsk. 

Searching for more information 
on this kind of cooking, I made my 


All the way from Minsk 

~~~ MATTERS OF TASTE/Halm Shapiro 


recipes from Russia and Rumania, 
but also from Germany and Alsace 
and even Egypt and North Africa. 

But it was hard going. I had as- 
sured the librarian that although my 
knowledge of Yiddish was limited, I 
could read a recipe in that language. 
This was a bit of an exaggeration, 
way, during a recent visit to New — buui^could figure out most of them. 
York, to the YIVO Institute for Just as interesting as the recipes was 


Jewish Research. YIVO is devoted 
to the study of Yiddish culture. 
Here, in addition to an old-world at- 
mosphere with heavy wooden fix- 
tures, one can find a large collection 
of books on every area of Jewish 
life. 

After consulting with an elderly 
librarian ("A man? Interested in 
cooking?” she said, raising her 
eyebrows), I proceeded to examine 
the card catalogue for cookbooks. 
Among those that caught my eye 
were one published in Trier, Ger- 
many at the end of the last century, 
a number of American editions, 
some in Yiddish and some in 
English, and one published in War- 
saw in 1930. 

When I received the books, I 
took a quick look at the American 
volumes first. Most were familiar to 
me, although there were a few that 
had an interesting recipe or two. As 
for the German cookbook, it may 
have been Interesting, but L was 
defeated by the Gothic script. 

MY GREAT find was the one 
published in Warsaw, Die Yldlshe 
Kuch In Ale Lender. It^otjjnJy-had 


the fact that a food writer in Poland 
in 1930 had seen fit to investigate 
and write about the cuisine of 
Oriental Jews. Surely, I thought, 
this was evidence that refuted the 
charge that Sephardi culture had 
been ignored until recently. I was 
on the path of a new discovery in 
Jewish cultural history. 

Meanwhile, as I was poring over 
the work, finding such treasures as a 
Alsacian red cabbage with chest- 
nuts, one of the young librarians 
came over to me. 

■ "You’re the man who’s interested 
in cooking?” he asked. "You should 
talk to Barbara Kirshenblatt- 
Gimblett.” 

He. explained that she is an 
ethnographer and folklorist with a 
special interest in Eastern European 
Jewry and cooking in particular. 1 
called her and a few days later we 
had 'a long chat in Caf£ Figaro, one 
of New York’s better known coffee 
houses, in Utity Italy. 

TO SAY that Barbara Klrshenblatt- 
Gimbleti is an expert on cooking, 
would be to limit her area of exper- 
tise. Indeed, she seemed to be in- 


formed on virtually every aspect of 
folklore that we touched on in our 
talk. When the conversation turned 
to food, she referred to her own ex- 
tensive collection of cookbooks. 

As a folklorist, she is particularly 
interested in the many books and 
panlphlets published all over 
America by various institutions and 
women’s organizations. Some, she 
admitted, included such abomina- 
tions as “ambrosia” and Jello 
molds, but others comprised an 
honest collection of personal and 
family dishes. And if the food 
showed a growing trend away from 
typically Eastern European cooking 
towards that which was more 
American, this too was grist for the 
ethnographer's mill. 

In particular, she commented on 
a growing tendency to publish non- 
kosher Jewish cookbooks, and cited 
the well-known one written by 
Mimi Sheraton, restaurant critic for 
the New York Times. But she added 
that even some of those published 
by synagogues (or, more precisely, 
Reform temples) Include non- 
kosher dishes. I, for my part, men- 
tioned my pet peeve, which is 
kosher cookbooks that try to 
imitate non-kosher food, rather 
than consider how to make good 
traditional dishes, 

Speaking of cookbooks, she 
named the exceptional Gastronomic 
Juive ,' published in France in 1929. 
There was, she added, a pirated 
Yiddish translation which appeared 
the following year, giving no credit 


to the original work. Alas, I soon 
realized she was talking about my 
"discovery," Die Yldlshe Kuch in Ale 
Lender. So much for mv research 
into the cross-currents of Jewish 
lire. 

I had intended to pass on some of 
the recipes in the book, some nice 
Alsacian sweet and sour green 
beans, or fried onions with plums, 
but I think I ought to wait until I 
find the original French text. Here 
instead is the recipe for one of my 
own childhood treats, my mother’s 
potato soup. 

To make the soup, peel and cube 
about a kilo of potatoes and an 
equal mcaiUre of onions. Set both 
vegetables to cook together in 
plenty of water until the potatoes 
are quite soft. Meanwhile, prepare a 
mixture of a tablespoon or so of but- 
ter or margarine and a similar 
amount of flour. Mix the two 
together into a paste and form into 
little balls. 

Add these balls to the boiling 
potatoes and stir in well, until the 
soup is thickened. Then add a cup 
or two of milk and continue cooking 
for another 10 or 15 minutes. My 
mother would season this soup with 
only salt to taste and a little pepper, 
but 1 would add a bit of grated 
nutmeg as well. 

My mother mentioned that one 
day she served just such a soup to 
her father when he came home for 
lunch. As there were eight children 
in the family, the portions of soup 
sometimes tended to be a bit 
skimpy. My grandfather ate the 
soup with relish, said how good it 
was, and then added: “Water is tree, 
why so little?" 

He didn't realize, of course, that 
with more water the soup would not' 
have been so good. • □ 
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I ISRAELI 
: COOKING ON 
:! A BUDGET 


Sybil Zimmerman 



Hundreds of recipes in over 300 
pages, 28 contributors, in- 
cluding Sabres and new im- 
migrants. make this a "must” 
for both visitors and residents. 

IS22.50 inch VAT 

On sale wherever The 
Jerusalem Post is sold, or from 
the offices of The Jerusalem 
Post In Jerusalem. Tel Aviv 
end Haifa, or send us the 
coupon below with your cheque 
and we will mall it for you to 
anywhere In the world {surface 
mall). 

To: Tho Jerusalem Past, 

P.O.B. 01, Jerusalem 

Please sand mo copy/coplee 

of "Israeli Cooking on n Budget" 
at ISZ2 50 oacli tncl VAT & 

postage. My cheque for 

Is enclosed 

NAME 

ADDRESS 


Perpetuate your 
name and your 
family's 

Do you wish to perpetuate your 
own name and/or members of 
your family and other relatives? 

You can do just that by 
contributing to various 
Interesting projects in a most 
worthwhile organization. 

For particular* please apply to: 
P.O.B. 98, Jerusalem 
or call 716041 or 716712, 
and ask for ?ehlel. 


II BRA ELI 

200 ft. mpar 0 mm colour fllmi 
|l- Jerusalem. CalMsa. Bethlehem, 
Naiaiath 

1 2. Eilat, Masuria. Sinai — Fish 

1 3. Rad Saa Undatwatar Lila — Bound 

ONLY S40 EACH 

Price I net. al/mall dairvary gUarantotd. 

Sand Chaoh or Monay Order to: 
VUV RON FILM LTD. P.O.Eu 32324 
Tal Aviv SI 322. Israel. 


AUTHORS WANTED BY 
New York Publisher 
Leading subsidy book publisher seeks 
manuscripts of all types: fiction, non- 
Fiction, poetry end Juvenile works, etc. 
New authors welcomed. For complete 
mformeiion. send For booklet J.P.1 , ||- s 
free Vantage Press. BIB W. 34 St.. 
New York. ftl.Y. . 
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BUSINESS AND FINANCE 



HOW DOES the Hisladrul recon- 
cile its role as a trade union with 
that of being the biggest employer 
in Israel? What do the workers get 
out of owning the means or produc- 
tion? 

These were some of the topics 
raised with the secretary of Hevrat 
Ovdim — the labour federation's 
holding company — Moshe 
Bunkover, in a recent interview. 
Bunkover, a kibbutznik from Ramat 
Hakovesh, heads a company whose 
enterprises account for a quarter of 
the economic activity in Israel. 

Q. What happens when the trade 
unions negotiate wage agreements 
with the private employers? Know- 
ing that you'll have to pay your 
250,000 workers the same Increases, 
do you try to restrain the trade un- 
ionists? • 

A. The trade unionists’ motto is 
"mare" — more wages, promo- 
tions, pensions, more of everything 
except working hours, while 
economic enterprises want to max- 
imize profits. If you pay your 
workers more than you can afford, 
you’ll hHve to close down. The trade 
unionists don't want that either. 

You have to strike the right bal- 
ance between what you give your 
workers in wages and profit-sharing 
and what should remain in the 
enterprise for new equipment and 
new techniques. 

Q. So what happens in practice? 

A. We don't take part in the 
negotiations themselves. However, 
we're definitely consulted by the 
Histadrut when demands are 
evaluated. 

Wc try to present the overall pic- 
ture. Look what happened to com- 
panies that couldn't slay out of the 
red. Arkia (the inland airline) 
workers are now wilting to accept 
pay cuts. El Ai workers are ready to 
do the same. It shouldn't be a ques- 
tion of how much the trade un* 


The workers’ company 


ionists can twist the company's arm 
... Hebrat Ovdim explains the real, 
proper balance. 

Q. Is a worker in a Histadrut- 
owned enterprise better off than an 
employee in a privately owned com- 
pany? 

A. I'll tell you what the workers 
think when tHe moment of truth 
comes. When does it come? When 
you want to close a plant or sell it. 

We had two such cases. The first 
when we had to sell Arkia, and the 
second when we were forced to puli 
out of managing Ikofarm-Piantex 
and to hand it over to Teva, 
although we received 20 percent of 
Teva's shares. Ail the workers stood 
on their hind legs, telling us why we 
shouldn't pull out. 

The fact is that dismissals in our 
enterprises have been the lowest 
among all sectors. The number of 
employees hasn't declined propor- 
tionally to the decline in our output. 
We made every possible effort to 
keep the workers, even when 
profitability declined. 

Q. Wouldn’t a private employer 
do the same if he's still in the black 
and knows the situation will 
improve? 

A. No. He’ll fire workers and 
rehire them later. 

Q. On a day-to-day basis, when 
there is no threat of closure, is a 
worker better off in a Histadrut 
enterprise. 

A. I think so. He's a partner in the 
decision-making of the board of 
directors. He has a right to a share 
in the profits if the company makes 
money and, on the whole, I think 
labour relations are better here. 

Q. Would you subsidise an 
enterprise that is losing money? 


By JOSHUA BRILLIANT 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 



Moshe Bankover 

A. We try to help plants survive 
difficult periods, but only if we 
think they can become self- 
supporting in the long run. If for 
some reason the company can't at 
least break even, we shouldn’t keep 
it going. 

Bankover leans back in an 
exculive-style chair that stands on 
wall-to-wall carpeting. Before mov- 
ing to this office opposite Histadrut 
Secretary-General Yeroham 
Meshel’s bureau, he had headed the 
Doran plant in his kibbutz. 

He is now chairman of the board 
o r directors of Koor and Sole! 
Baneh (industrial and building arms 
of Hevrat Ovdim) and a member of 
El Al’s directorate. Pari of his time 
is devoted to trying to improve 
cooperation between the Tnuava 
marketing corporation, the 
Histadrut-owned Supermarket 
chain, the Hypermarkets, 
Supershuk and regional enterprises. 
At the same time he tries to leave 
them enough scope to initiate enter- 
prises. 


Where does the money for cars come from? 


By MACABEE DEAN 
Jerusalem Past Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Where is all the 
money coming from to buy the ap- 
proximately 5,000 cars which have 
been sold or ordered in the three 
weeks- since Finance Minister 
Yoram Aridor slashed taxes on 
vehicles under 1,300 cc? 

There are as many answers as 
there were persons questioned in a 
recent Jerusalem Post survey. 

One person put it succinctly: 
“The money comes from the same 
source that all that money came 
from to buy flats. Nobody has yet 
given a satisfactory answer to how 
young couples, even if both are 
working, can raise the huge sums to 
buy a flat. But they do, with both of 
their families generally helping, 
even if they cry and protest. But if 
you try to figure it out in cold logic, 
it seems impossible to raise the 
amounts needed." 


Since an average small car costs 
about IS 100,000 Ihe total sum spent 
in these two weeks is IS500m. Of 
course, not all of this has already 
changed hands. For many persons 
who ordered cars were told that the 
cars had to* be ordered abroad. So 
customers generally only made a 
down-payment of about IS 10,000, 
with the rest to be paid before ac- 
tual delivery. 

But where is this lS500m. being 
raised? 

Savings is one source. One person 
who just bought a car — pedestrians 
and other drivers alike, be warned 
— said she has been saving up for 
six years, ever since she got her 
driver's licence. Moreover, her 
family lent her some money — 
without interest. 

Few persons were seeking loans, 
either from the car dealers 
themselves (who claimed they did 
not have the money to lend), or 


Genetic engineering firm opens* here 


By MOSHE KOHN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

The genetic-industrial revolution 
is arriving in Israel. 

The first local company to engage 
in genetic engineering on a com- 
mercial basis was established recen- 
tly in Ness Ziona. It is called 
Biotechnologia Klalit-General 
Biotechnology. 

The company is a partnership 
between Israel’s veteran and world- 
renowned electronics firm Elron, of 
Hnifu, and an American venture 
capitalist, Frederick Adler, who so 
far has invested mainly in 
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electronics industries. 

In the first stage, it will con- 
centrate on agricultural uses of 
recombinant DNA techniques, 
Emanuel Yalon, of General 
Biotechnology, told The Jerusalem 
Post. Examples of such potential 
uses that similar companies abroad 
are working on are the invention of 
a drug to cure hoof-and-mouth dis- 
ease and "fixing" plants that require 
fertilizer to take their nitrogen 
directly from the air. 

The company’s general manager 
and one of its founders is Prof. 
Haim Aviv of the Weizmann In- 
stitute. 


Q. Couldn't Hevrat Ovdim fac- 
tories and marketing networks 
reduce prices and force private 
enterprises to follow suit? Meshel 
complains about rising prices, but 
you cooperate in hiking them. 

A. (Shooting back). Meshel, too, 
cooperates in raising prices the way 
you present it simplistically. Every 
three months he demands an in- 
crease in the Cost-of-Living al- 
lowance. We've got to increase our 
workers’ allowance. Right? Where 
will we get the money from? Prices 
are our compensation! 

Profitability is inadequate. This 
year Koor had to make a special ef- 
fort to avoid laying off workers I We 
raise prices? The government does, 
by increasing the cost of fuel, 
electricity and energy. 

Q. Aren’t high prices partly due 
to the cost of obtaining bank loans? 
Isn't Bank Hapoalim yours? Can't it 
help out? 

A. Bank Hapoalim is ours. So 
what? Isn’t it working with the Bank 
of Israel according to the same prin- 
ciples guiding all other banks? (A 
moment’s reflection.) Just a minute. 
Do you think we won't go under if 
prices increase all over the country 
while we won't raise them? 

Two years ago we suggested a 
total price freeze — on the condi- 
tion the government freezes its own 
prices. It didn't. 

Q. Solel Boneh is building cot- 
tages in Herzliya — five rooms, 
three levels for $115,000. How do 
you explain this involvement in the 
"luxury" market. 

A. We always give priority to 
building homes for the needy, 
young couples ' ahd" development' 
towns. 


But we now have hidden un- 
employment, and we must accept 
every available contract. It doesn't 
matter if it's in Shikun Zameret... 
You can’t say ‘don’t fire your 
employees, give them work but 
don't accept this or that project.’ 

Q. Meir Cohen, the head of the 
Likud faction in the Histadrut, told 
me it took Bank Hapoalim two 
weeks to answer his faction’s 
recommendation to give a member 
a loan. When it finally replied, it of- 
fered the money at 135 per cent in- 
terest. He then asked a private sec- 
tor bank for the loan and one day 
later was told the man could have it 
at 65 per cent. 

A. This is a concrete question. 
There are all sorts of loans. I can 
check it and give you an answer. 1 
suggest you ask Bank Hapoalim 
directly. 

Q. Don’t Histadrut members get 
any preference? 

A. The Histadrut economy is 
there to f\j|fil national tasks not give 
reductions to individuals. 

The Histadrut has more than I.S 
million members and can't give all 
of them reductions in ■uinermurketi 
or in the price of flats. We don't 
open shops to give Histadrut 
members bigger reductions, nor 
bank branches so that Meir Cohen 
can get a cheaper loan. No, we’ve 
got to give good service, good 
merchandise and a fair price. 

What’s important is that we — 
and only we — open department 
stores in places like Kiryat Shmona 
near the border with Lebanon, 
offering the same selection of 
merchandise and prices as in Tel 
Aviv, although it obviously costs 
more to sell in Kiryat Shmona. Now 
we’re going to open a supermarket 
in the development townofOfakim. 
although wc know it will not be 
profitable. It’s just that wc want 
Ofakirn to have u supermarket. 


from banks and other financial in- 
stitutions, since the interest rates 
“were so high that they wiped out 
any savings accruing from the tax 
•cuts." 

One thing seemed common to all 
those questioned; they would have 
put off buying a car ‘‘for some other 
time ” if Aridor had not reduced the 
taxes now. Not only did they say. so, 
but the figures of cars sold in 1980 
bear them out. While some 48,000 
vehicles of all types were sold in 
1979, the figures dropped to some 
22,000 last year. Potential buyers 
were delaying purchasing, and the 
tax-cut had the effect of renewing 
their interest to buy immediately. 

The 5,000 cars already ordered 
will add only a small quantity to the 
approximately 400,000 private cars 
(plus 25,000 scooters and motorcy- 
cles) already on the roads. They are 
an addition of only about one per 
cent. 

Zalman Susayeff dies; 
industrial leader 

TEL AVIV (Itim). — Zalman 
Susayeff, former president of the In- 
dustrialists' Association and deputy 
minister of commerce and industry, 
died last week at age 7U. 

Born in Riga in 1911, Susayeff 
was active in Zionist youth move- 
ments and made aliya after com- 
pleting his academic studies in 1935. 
He headed the public committee for 
the Defence Loan in 1969 and was a 
member of the advisory council of 
the Bank of Israel. He died after a 
long illness, leaving a wife, two 
daughters and a son. 






if 


Ifai/TT. .ft 




THE JERUSALEM POST INTERNATIONAL EDI HON 


First prize for the design of a colir'nmTklng-tlnr-Stlr'WOTld'Rose- 
Pilgrimage Convention to be held here In October was won by Joseph 
Bass, of P.B.S. Advertising in Tel Aviv, (obverse), and by Ya’acor 
Anldi (.reverse). The coin will be distributed to participants In the 
convention, organized by Kopel Congresses, and through the Israel 
Government Coins and Medals Corporation. 

Seagram Centre of Soil and Water 
being set up at HU Rehovot campus 

REHOVOT. — The Hebrew Un- Bronfman, for the need to increase 
iversily, which has this country's the production of food for th« 
only formal Faculty of Agriculture, world's growing population. Israel is 
will become the central site of a ma- noted for its accomplishments ano 
jor new research and training effort ongoing research in this area, 
aimed al improved utilization of the The Se centre will also be 
world s scarce so.l and water . a l0 make rese »rch and 

resources for food product, on. tra jning grants to scientists working 

The development is the result of a t other institutions in the country. 

fhe T* ^remony inaugurating the 

and Water .SI h * * Seagram Centre will be attended by 

made W pS e "g* £ nl from Charles Bronfman ^dby. dentist. 

Joseph E. Seagram Sons, Inc., the fr °” h « Agriculture R ““™ v of 
U.S. subaidiai? of the Canadian- miniatration of the Ministry 
bHsed Seagram Company. Agriculture. 

The grant reflects the continuing Prof. Amos Banin, the first cn air- 
concern of Seagram, and especially man of the Seagram Centre, i 
chairman Edgar M. Bronfman and known for hia research in soil ana 
deputy chairman Charles R. water problems. 

CDUTON Published weekly • March l-/t W 


BUSINESS AND FINANCE 

Building firm drops plan 
for purchase of Rassco 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — The Rubinstein 
Group last week officially an- 
nounced it was withdrawing from 
plans to buy 54 per cent of the 
shares of the Rassco Construction 
Company from the Jewish Agency 
for S9.5m. 

The agreement to buy the com- 
pany was signed on November 27, 
almost three months ago, and it was 
contingent on the Rubinstein 
Group reaching an agreement with 
the workers on the transfer of 
ownership. 

A downpayment of Sim. plus in- 
terest is to be returned to the 
Rubinstein Group (50 per cent of 
the S9.5m. was to come from Alfred 
Akirov, a Tel Aviv businessman). 

Avraham Rubinstein, of the 
Rubinstein Group (or, as it is better 
known, Lande co-Rubinstein Invest- 
ments Inc)., last week told The 
Jerusalem Post that “it is a shame 
that the deal tell through. Rassco. 
was a money-loser, and we had 
hopes of putting the company on its 
feet." 

This would entail, he admitted, 
‘Tiring from 15 to 20 per cent of the 


900 permanent workers, as well as 
some of the 1,600 temporary 
workers." U was the permanent 
workers who created the problem, 
demanding, Rubinstein said, “some 
IL2 billion in severance pay in cases 
where workers would be dismissed, 
as well as a ‘transfer of ownership' 
payment." 

The Rubinstein Group was will- 
ing to earmark only IL200 million 
for all payments, present and future, 
to the workers. (The Histadrut sup- 
ported the claims of the workers.) 

"When we couldn't reach agree- 
ment with the workers, or even nar-. 
row the gap between their demands 
and our offer, we decided to pull 
out of the deal," Rubinstein said. 
"We didn't see any reason to take 
over the company, and then have all 
sorts of problems with the workers. 
We wanted to re-organize the com- 
pany and make it a profit-making 
concern, not a money-losing one. 

_This_meant dismissals and introduc- 
ing more efficient methods." 

Attempts were made by the 
Jewish Agency to have the workers 
soften their demands, but these at- 
tempts failed. 


Interest hit 198% last year 


By SHLOMO MAOZ 
Post Economic Reporter 

The effective interest rate came 
to some 198 per cent in the last 
quarter of 1980 — with the interest 
on credit in excess of the authorized 
principal coming to as much as 258 
per cent. 

According to Bank of Israel 
figures, the interest rate stood at 24 
per cent For the quarter after allow- 
ing for inflation. 

This high rate of interest is the 
result of the central bank's efforts 
last year to curtail the amount of 
free credit available. The bank 
takes pride in the fact that it 
managed to reduce such credit by 
some 28 per cent in 1980. Even so, 
demand by individuals and com- 
panies outstripped the ceiling im- 
posed, and the commercial banks 


overstepped their allocated limits. 

The limited amount of free 
capital available has been a con- 
tributory factor to the great speed 
with which currency chunged hands 
last year. In November, for exam- 
ple, the shekel in current accounts 
changed hands once every 2-3 days 
•»'» average — cpipnarcd with once 
every 3.7 days In November 1979, 
and once every six days in 
November 1978. 

The high interest rates forced 
many firms to raise prices, adding to 
the inflationary pressures. 

In the first quarter of 1980, the in- 
terest rate was 171 per cent (236 per 
cent where the authorized limit was 
exceeded), in the second quarter 
159 per cent (216 per cent) and in 
the third quarter 179 per cent (245 
per cent). 


Zim buys two new vessels from German shipyard 

HAIFA. — Zim has ordered two wanted the order, but al- 
14,000 ton container ships, costing — though there were no tech- 


$22m. each at a German shipyard. 
The ships are due to be completed 
by the end of 1982 and will be used 
on Eilat routes. 


uuuign mere were no tecn- 
nical difficulties, they were un- 
able to match the very generous 
credits granted by the German yard. 
It was learned that these cover 90 


Eilat routes. It was learned that these cover 90 

per cent of the cost price for 15 
The Israel Shipyards in Haifa : years at only 5.5 per cent interest. 


Growth marked by 
Bank Hapoalim 
in Switzerland 

Bank Hapoalim (Switzer- 
land) Ltd. showed signifi- 
cant growth In all areas during 1980. 
Total consolidated assets reached 
SFr. 541.6 million at the end of 
1980. Net consolidated profit rose 
to SFr. 3.7m. during this year. 

This is the first year that the Swiss 
bank has published a consolidated 
balance sheet, which includes the 
activities of its branches in 
Switzerland and Luxembourg, and 
those of its banking subsidiary in 
Uruguay. Net consolidated profits 
rose by 67 per cent in 1980 when 
compared with last year’s profits 
taken on a consolidated basis. 

The assets of Bank Hapoalim 
(Switzerland) itself totalled SFr. 
495m. as compared with SFr. 369m. 
in 1979, an increase of 34 per cent. 
Net profits after taxes and setting 
aside a substantial amount to 
reserve, stood at over SFr. 3m., a 
rise of 38 per cent over 1979. 

The capital resources of the bank 
rose by 5.2 per cent, reaching SFr. 
58.5m. The bank did not expand its 
capital base through slock issues 
this year. This growth, therefore, is 
the result of increased business ac- 
tivity, 

The Luxembourg branch con- 
cluded its first full year of opera- 
tions in 1980. with results exceeding 
expectations. 

The new subsidiary in Uruguay, 
Hapoalim (Latin America) Casa 
Bancaria S.A., had a very successful 
first year. Its assets, as of December 
31, 1980 totalled SFr. 64m. and its 
net profits stood at SFr. 762,000. 

School for bankers 

TEL AVIV. — Bank Leumi’s new 
training school for its workers, 
named after the late Ernst Lehman, 
former chairman of the bank, was 
recently dedicated at 43 Rehov 
Brodezky here. 

Rates of exchange 


Foreign Exchange rates 
Shekel 25.2.81 
Currency 
U.S. dollar 
British sterling 
derman'mark 
French franc 
Dutch guilder 
Swlsi Trane 
Swedish krona 
Norwegian krone 
Danish krone 
Finnish mark 
Canadian dollar 
Australian dollar 
South African rand 
Belgian franc (10) 


against the Israeli 


TEL AVIV STOCK EXCHANGE 

Prices supplied by Leurai Securities dorp., 18 East 48th St., New York, N.Y. 10017 

Telephone toll free 800-221-4838 
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The Chronicles retell In newspaper style the atory of the 
Bible as if it were happening today. 

Gives the reader a fresh insight into the political, economic 
and social problems of those days. 

THREE VOLUMES. Volume 1 “In tho Days of the Bible.” 
Volume 2 “The Second Temple, Dispersion. Rise of 
Christianity.' 1 Volume 3 “The Dawn of Redemption (1099- 
1897).’-*- 

All three volumes US$22. 

Individual volumes US$8 each. 



''WANDERINGS,*’ Chaim Potok's History of the Jews. 430 
large format pages with hundreds of photographs and 
Illustrations in colour, and black and white. Hard cover. 
Potok's extraordinary narrative, rich with brilliant and 
moving detail. Usual price $17.96. Published by-Knopf of 
New York. 

U SSI 4.50. 

Prices Include packing and poslags by saa mall (allow fl- 8 weeks) 

To: The Jerusalem Post, POB 81, Jerusalem 91000, Israel. 
.Please send me: 

The Three Volumes of Chronicles at US$22. 

Chronicles — .Volume 1 ............ Volume 2 ......... Volume 3 

at US$8 per volume, 

Wanderings by Chaim Potok at US$14.60.' 

My cheque is enclosed. 

NAME ; 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP....; 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1981 

Mr. Begin’s reverse twist 

THE FIRST principle of politics is survival, and Premier Begin can 
hnrdly be faulted for his attachment to it. 

Mr. Begin is anxious to have his party make as respectable a 
showing as possible in the coming national election. He realizes full 
well that a warming up in relations between Israel and Egypt and (he 
U.S. during the next fou; months would be an electoral asset for the 
Likud. 

So when the premier's partners to the autonomy talks, the presi* 
dents of Egypt and the U.S., let it be known that they sense no urgent 
need to resume the discussions before June 30 (Mr. Reagan has the 
economy and Ei Salvador to attend to first), Mr. Begin may have a 
right to feel slighted. When the two presidents also drop broad hints 
to the effect that they do not consider him a very likely, or even a 
preferred future spokesman for Israel (although they do so under 
cover of a professed desire to avoid meddling in Israel's political 
process), Mr. Begin may be entitled to feel positively aggrieved. 

But facts, however, unpalatable, are facts'. Mr. Begin will not get 
Cairo to agree at. this time on a fresh start on an autonomy for the 
West Bank and Gaza, and he will not be received with a 1 0-gun salute 
in Washington. The most he can hope for is a reception for Secretary 
of State Alexander Haig in Jerusalem next month — and some 
farther assurances of compensation for the new American F-ISdeOl 
with the Saudis. 

in terms of the national, as distinct from the electoral, interest this 
muy be little. But in the circumstances this is ail Mr. Begin can ex- 
pect. 

Speaking to the Foreign Press Association this week, the premier 
briefly tried to maintain a suitable air of nonchalance. He would 
not, he said, press either Egypt or the U.S. to resume the talks earlier 
than they wished. But even in claiming to be indifferent, he was soun- 
ding the alarm. Most of the time he was complaining. 

He look umbrage at Mr. Reagan's decision to keep the Middle 
East on the shelf for the while. The Middle East, he insisted, “must 
remain of primary interest to the Free World." It was one of the 
“most strategic” regions, and is in “permanent turmoil.” As proof he 
cited not Arab-lsracli tensions but the lraq-lranian war, the Syrian- 
Jordaninn confrontation, and the Libyan thrust into black Africa. 

Was this supposed to be a way of reminding the West, and 
especially America, again that Israel is their most steadfast and 
valuable friend in this volatile area or the world? 

If so, the effort was wasted. The lip service so often paid to Israel 
as a “strategic asset” for the West has, as Mr. Begin must have 
noticed, failed to net this country any of the expected political divi- 
dends. To snpsf NVesterp and even America^ statesmen, to thU <j|ay, 
Israel's greatest strategic service io the "cause of ft^edorfl" in' the 
Middle East would be to hasten the solution of the Arab- Jewish con- 
flict, and at its heart (hs the common formula. goes) the Palestinian 
issue. 

That is why Israeli leaders before Mr. Begin were more than happy 
to see the Middle East relegated to a position of relatively low 
priority on the West’s agenda. They rightly feared the headlong rush 
to half-baked forced solutions that would result from a panic over 
terrorism, the supply Qf oil or Soviet maneuvering. Now comes Mr. 
Begin to push the panic button. Strange indeed. Is it personal pique 
or electoral interest amplified to the level oF policy statements? 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 1981 

Privacy and the law 

THE BILL for the Protection of Privacy has been passed into law. 
Privacy is a relatively youthful right, as rights go, having first been 
established in a now classic paper by Warren and Brandeis in 1890. 
By now, however, it is widely, if perhaps insufficiently, recognized as 
a basic human right in advanced democratic societies. The new law 
goes some way towards protecting the privacy or Israelis against un- 
warranted invasion. 

Unfortunately the protection it offers would be effective against 
only one potential “invader": the press (or the media in genefal). It is 
the press, and the press alone — but not government authority, that 
will not be able lawfully to make use of, say, the correspondence of 
private citizens (including government officials) without their permis- 
sion — unless it could prove in court a "public Interest” in publishing 
the material, or a ‘'legal, moral, social, or professional obligation to 
do so.” 

These defences arc not likely to help a reporter or his editor except 
in an exceedingly "liberal" court. 

Government officials, on the other hand, are allowed to pry into 
the privacy of citizens so long as they come clothed with some legal 
authority, which should not be loo difficult to obtain. The security 
agencies enjoy blanket defence for their brand ofinvasion of privacy 
under the new luw. Indeed the law may be said to have made a 
citizen's privacy even more vulnerable than before to violation by 
constituted authority, whose power is immeasurably greater than that 
of the press. 

In the original version of the bill, proposed by the then Justice 
Minister Shmuel Tamir, this lack of balance was particularly flagrant. 
Later revisions helped blunt it to some degree. The addition, by the 
Law Committee, of a chapter dealing with the unlawful use of com- 
puterized data, was a distinct improvement. 

Bui ihc finul, amended draft as approved by the Knesset did not 
represent enough of an improvement to help it escape criticism that 
it is part of an offensive by authority against the press. 
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 1981 

The war on crime 

CRIME, is generally on the rise throughout the country. According to 
the police, it increased by 7 per cent in 1980. Ordinarily such 
statistics are rather suspect: often they reflect nothing worse than 
belter reporting. But in this instance (here is no reason to question 
the police evaluation. What remains to be explained, and properly 
tackled, ii the Shocking upswing in the most sordid kind ot violent 
crime — robbery and murder of the elderly. There have been three 
killings in the bourse 'of thefts from the elderly this year. 

The perpetrators of these acts can have little commitment to any 
scheme of values, whether religious or secular. The restoration of 
traditional values, it will therefore be argued, is the only bar to the 
spread or such an epidemic of violence; the right kind of education in 
the sanctity of life, the virtue of. work, the merit of self-discipline. 

This is true. An ounce of prevention is always worth a pound of cure 
— and there is in any case some doubt about the efficacy of cure 
through jail. However, such a formula could only be helpful in the 
long haul. In the meantime elderly folk are led to live in fear of some 
surprise assailant, whether at home or out in the street. 

What can the law enforcement agencies do to help? In Galilee, the 
pojice have teamed up with Civil Guard volunteers to leach senior 
citizens how to fend for themselves against attackers. The example 
could be emulated elsewhere. The new Inspector-General of police, 
Rav-Nitzav Arye lvtzan, has done well to put more patrolmen on the 
beat. But all this is not nearly enough. 

Israel should take a leaf from trie recipe offered by U.S. Chief 
Justice Warren Burger, in an address to the American Bar Associa- 
tion the other day. To stem the tide of violent crime running through 
America's streets, he suggested, what is needed is "swift arrest, 
prompt trial, certain penalty, and — at some point — finality of judg- 
ment." 

This is perhaps easier said than done, especially under the self- 
imposed limitations of the American judicial system. Yet Chief 
Justice Burger, though a conservative and a strict constructionist, did 
not think that, to make deterrent punishment fit the crime, it is 
necessary to remove the basic safeguards of a suspect’s right to a 
'lawyer, to a caution against self-incrimination, nor certainly to the 
safety of his own life and limb while in police custody. 

Israel’s police, however, for some reason believe that their work 
would be made impossible if any restriction were placed on their sup- 
posed right to require “cooperation” — meaning confession — from 
a suspect. 

The results of this attitude have been woeful, even in checking 
crime. Some two years ago the Supreme Court freed a man already 
convicted on a murder charge because his confession was found to 
have been extracted by force. Justice Haim Cohn on that occasion 
volunteered the opinion that the time might have come to stop the 
war on crime for a while “and fight the crimes of the police instead.” 

Violent crime is a growing menace to Israeli society, and the 
stepped-up assault on older people is a particularly grave and present 
threat. But the dangers can, and should, be met within and not out- 
side the law — and the law itself would bear reforming in the light of 
the practice of common law jurisdictions. 

A country such as Israel can be well-policed without resorting to 
police-state powers. 
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Mendelevich 
and the 
Biton 
syndrome 

THE NEWLY arrived Yosef Men- 
delevich, Prisoner of Zion who 
came back to a tumultuous 
welcome in Israel last week after 
spending over u decade in Soviet 
jails, was probably right. Had MK 
Charlie Biton spent as many as 
three weeks in a Soviet "labour 
camp," this fellow-traveller com- 
munist deputy would have been 
cured or his adopted, or adapted, 
political faith. 

So long, however, as he is staying 
in this free country, MK Biton must 
be treated, for better or worse, in 

his position. 

For his unspeakably vulgar, and 
calculated provocative, attack on 
Mr. Mendelevich in the Knesset's 
Aliya and Absorption Committee 
on Tuesday, MK Biton yesterday 
was properly rebuked by the House 
Committee. But Lhut does not mean 
that doors of this Knesset commit- 
tee could be closed to him, as Chair- 
man Ronnie Milo threatened to do, 
admittedly without the slightest 
legal warrant. 

Perhaps, indeed, MK Biton 
should be invited back to that com- 
mittee, which he hud until two days 
ago graced mostly with his absence. 

It would be the proper forum to ex- 
plain to this 'self-appointed tribune 
of the oppressed that his brand or 
racist know-nothingism is n two-way 
street, which would not necessarily 
redound to his benefit. No-one in 
this Jewish Stale cun hurl a "go- 
back-whcrc-you-cume-from" at a 
Jew, whether newly arrived or 
veteran, without risking being splat- 
tered with the siime mud. 

At the same lime n word or two 
must be suid on the other side of the 
argument. Regrettably, Mr. Men- 
delevich, a bruve and honest man, 
has allowed himself from the mo- 
ment of his arrival to be used by an 
assortment of radical, religious 
groups, from the nnti-nutionalist to 
rab idly rich lists. 

Fur more deplorable, though, is 
the fact that more than a few 
Israelis, and some tagged as of 
Orient al-i.c. non-Weslern origin, 
found in what they (and not just MK 
Bilon) dubbed "the Mendelevich 
festival,” a demonstration 
however perverse, of blindness to 
themselves — the home-grown 
"Jews of distress.” These are the 
people whom the former Musrara 
street-corner boy, Charlie Biton, 
claims to represent. 

So far they have not favoured him 
very much, but in the hearty 
welcome for Yosef .Mendelevich, 
MK Biton evidently saw workable 
grist to his political mills. It is a 
frightening thought that somewhere 
he may have been partly right, even 
for the wrong reasons. 
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READERS' LETTERS 

‘AN UNREPRESENTATIVE LEADERSHIP’ 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — The leadership of the 
World Jewish Congress is truly self- 
appointed and has no right to claim 
that it represents the Jews in the 
Diaspora; certainly not in the 
United States. 

What is rather upsetting is the 
fact that I came to Israel to par- 
ticipate in the Conference of Euro- 
pean Rabbis with which the Rab- 
binical Council of America is close- 
ly associated. It was a conference 
which reiterated its commitment to 
aliya and to the support of Israel 
and the eternal values of religious 
Zionism. During our deliberations 
we met with government officials 
and with President Navon. It was a 
positive conference and contrasted 
glaringly with the addresses and 
speeches made by the leadership of 
the WJC, yet hardly any publicity 
was given to our deliberations 
which were fully supportive of 
Israel and concerned with its 
ultimate welfare, and none of these 
aspects was reported in the media in 


Israel. 

The President of the WJC brazen- 
ly declared that aliya was no longer 
a viable item on the Jewish agenda 
and that neither he, his children, 
nor his grandchildren would con- 
sider aliya. 1 can state categorically 
that, without exception, my col- 
leagues and l who participated in 
our conference, are not only proud 
of our children who have made aliya 
throughout the years, but expect to 
do so ourselves in the not-too- 
distant future. 

So when all is said and done, I 
want to assure your readers that the 
addresses delivered at the WJC con- 
ference remain unrepresentative of 
the bulk of the Jewish people in the 
U.S. It is, therefore, painful to read 
that the Jerusalem Medal was 
bestowed upon the President of the 
WJC, for reasons that remain un- 
known to us all. 

RABBI FAB/AN SCHONFELD 
(Past President. 

Rabbinical Council of America) 
Flushing, New York. 


ISRAEL AND DIASPORA ‘NOT EQUALS’ 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post The time has come for Zionist 

Sir, — Mr. Eagar Bronfman's re- forces in Israel and abroad to reply 
cent election to the leadership of ;o the Bronfman leadership in a 
the World Jewish Congress is a constructive, intelligent and confi- 
clear indication of the decline of d en t manner. Israel and the 
Zionism as an ideological approach Diaspora, in normative Jewish 


to Jewish life. 

Bronfman's rejection of aliya as 
an ideal in Jewish life; his juxtaposi- 
tion of Diaspora as equal to and as 
legitimate as life in an independent 
Jewish homeland; and his insistence 
on participating as an equal in 
Israeli government policy formula- 
tion from his penthouse in New 
York, is a setback to Zionism and an 
insult to decades of struggle and 
achievement in Erelz Yisrael. 


terms, are not and should never be 
equals, and it is the task of Zionism 
to clearly espouse the primacy of 
Israel, the privilege of aliya, and a 
vision of the Jewish future that is far 
more exciting and certainly more 
authentic than that proposed by the 
new WJC president. 

SHIMON ARBEL 
Canadian Technion Society 
Toronto. Canada. 


THE PRICE OF CIGARETTES"” 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — The cigarette price fiasco 
is sad news to the concerned citizen. 
At a lime when the prices of basic 
foods have reached the levels of 
some western and wealthier 
countries, it is ironic that the Israeli 
cigarette remains relatively cheap. 

It seems to me that if the price 
were to be at least trebled, the 
government would achieve two 


things: on the one hand, the extra 
tax would bring a sizeable contribu- 
tion into the depleted national ex- 
chequer, on the other hand, and 
more important still, it would join 
other civilized governments in their 
struggle to combat the suicidal ad- 
diction to the cigarette. 

RABBI CHAIM PEARL 

Jerusalem. 


RELIGIOUS 

PRIORITIES 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — It is high time we heard the 
authentic voice of Judaism raised 
against the violation of its norms in 
the name of pseudo-piety and sanc- 
tity. Were the talmudic sages and 
such Tora authorities as 
Maimonides alive today, they would 
surely have strictly forbidden any 
shehita that was not conducted un- 
der the conditions of hygiene 
prescribed by the health authorities 
and would have excommunicated 
anyone interfering with an autopsy 
required to establish the cause of 
death in the interests of justice or 
public health. 

Does not the Talmud insist that 
danger to public health and safety is 
more serious than ritual unfitness 
(Talmud Hullin 10a)? Do not the 
religious codes condemn anyone 
who ignores dangers to health and 
public safety as a transgressor of 
biblical precepts (Rambam, Rotzeah 
U-shemlrat Nefesh 1 1 , 4ff.). Even the 
relative of a victim of suspected 
murder has no right lo forego the 
judicial punishment or a murderer 
since “the body belongs to God and 
nothing can condone the cover up 
of bloodshed” (op. cit. 1). 

Something is sadly amiss with the 
religious priorities of those 
entrusted with the religious 
guidance of the Israeli public. They 
can make amends; the sooner, the 
better. 

ARYEH NEWMAN 

Jerusalem. 

PROGRESS. — The number of 
sabotage incidents in Israel in 1980 
was half that of the previous year, 
according lo Civil Guard com- 
mander Nitzav Shaul Givoli. 

., -..Givoli says that in the course of 
the year, 70 explosive charges were 
placed inside Israel proper, most of 
which were discovered and 
neutralized in time. In all, one death 
and 57 injuries resulted from ter- 
rorist bombs in 1980. 

Civil Guard sources, however, 
say there is still a great need for new 
volunteers, for there has actually 
been a decline in the Civil Guard's 
ranks. 


EAST EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES IN AMERICA 


To the Editor qf The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — It is not of minor conse- 
quence that the East Europeans are 
among those ethnic groups In 
Canada and the U.S. who are the 
most ardent supporters of Israel's 
independence. For it is from their 
ranks (as well as from the Jews), 
that the most persistently con- 
cerned and intensive lobbying 
against Soviet inperialism evolves. 
These people see in Israel a beacon 
for the independence of their 
respective countrymen living in the 
homeland; they also recognize and 
admire the moral and courageous 
stature of little David standing up to 
an ever -threatening Soviet Goliath. 
They are also sophisticated enough 
lo understand that the terrorism 
of the PLO being a destructive 
force, is an instrument of the Soviet 
Union, armed, trained and political- 
ly supported (never censured) by 
their arch-enemy. 

Although it may come as a sur- 
prise to many Israeli Jews, whose 
forbears, or who personally endured 
the lash of anti-Semitism in Eastern 
Europe, there has been no overt 
manifestation of anti-Semitism on 
the part of any Americans or Cana- 
dians of East European origin, ex- 
cept from the extreme right and. 


INFLATION I 

The big mystery- How do we 



PILFERING IN ISRAEL 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — We had planned for, and 
looked forward to a visit to Israel 
for a long time only to have these 
plans destroyed two days after arriv- 
ing here. 

On a short drive from Tel Aviv to 
Haifa, we stopped briefly to view 
the ruins of Caesarea when our car 
was broken into and all our luggage 
and personal effects stolen. 

Whnl we. cannot understand is 
why, when everyone we have talked 
to who lives here is very much 
aware of the high theft rate in 
Caesarea, the tourist is not made 
aware of the problem by your 
tourist authorities or the police. 
There are many ways tourists can 
be informed. 

YVONNE HUTCHINSON 
LAWRENCE BARrSH 

Tel Aviv. 


more recently and virulently, from 
communist elements. Few Israelis 
know that the chairman of the 
Chicago Committee which led the 
campaign against the neo-Nazi 
demonstration in Skokie was a 
Ukrainian American from Chicago 
— Julian Kulas — vice-president of 
the American Ukrainian Congress 
Committee. 

All too often sweeping 
generalizations have been made 
stigmatizing entire national groups 
because some of their countrymen 
have been war criminals. Un- 
questionably, war criminals should 
be rooted out and prosecuted. 
There would be more cooperation 
to this end from the Eastern Euro- 
pean communities if care were 
taken not to smear the reputation of 
an entire naional group, it would he 
much more constructive and cor- 
rect to refor to war criminals as in- 
dividuals rather than represen- 
tatives of national entities. For by 
doing otherwise, one is abetting the 
work of the Bureau of Disinforma- 
tion of the KGB, which in- 
creasingly strives lo sow dissection 
among the peoples it has sub- 
jugated. 

ALEXANDER EPSTEIN 

Toronto. 

THE ARIDOR 
BROADCAST 

To the Editor qf The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — The Minister of Finance 
sought to excuse his misuse of the 
"Government announcement” 
clause in the Broadcasting Law on 
the ground that TV's economic cor- 
respondent never gave him a fair 
chance. May I draw his, and 
everyone’s, attention lo what Sir 
Hugh Greene, a farmer Director- 
General of the wrote ip The 

Listener on May 27 1976: “It is only 
in dictatorships that Governments 
have no conflict with broadcasters. 
That is something that politicians in 
democracies should not be so eager 
to forget." 

WALTER EYTAN 

I Former Chairman. Israel 
Broadcasting Authority t 

Jerusalem. 


That's a question more and more 
foreigners, friends of Israel, plagued 
with rampant inflation of 16% are 
continually asking. 

Although we don't know the answer, 
(who does?) we try and deal with the 
Issue. 1 

Each week. In the pages of The 
Jerusalem Post International Edition. 

investment. Productivity. 
Unemployment, Stagflation. Defence 
Spending. Exports. The Stock Market. 

It’s all there and much more. 

If you're someone who's concerned 
about Israel, take out a subscription. 

DO it today. It might be more 
expensive next month. 
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